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= . THE WAR.
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%’ﬂie‘hﬁt?ah advance continues and the

ﬁ&rfi&rbes are being gradually pushed

. buck by the forces of Lord Roberts. ‘he

British .are advancing on a wide front in
three lines, the centre advance holding
possession of the railway, and by this sys-
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tem, with their- overwhelming forces, they
are -always able to outflank the enemy
and drive him from his strong positions
without heavy loss. This is not so pic-
turesque a proceeding as taking the bull
by the horns and making a front ‘attack,
but it is a good deal more economical of
-life. Now that the Vaal River ‘has been
crossed the people of the Transvaal will
begin to feel the pressure of invasion and
the stern realities of war. Up to the
present time, aithough responsible for the
war, they have not experienced any of itz
horrors. - Now all will be changed and it
is to be hoped that Tord Roberts will
pursue a stern policy in dealing with this
truculent and treacherous peopie.

. THE MARCH TO PRETORIA.

| The Dritish campaign in South Africa
proceedé with vigor and success. On Sat-
urday Lord Roberts entered Kroonstad

witlrout opposition and thereby proved
the - inaccuracy of these military ecritics
who predicted that a desperate stand
would be made by the Boers in iront oi
" 4hat place. Kroonstad derives its  im-
portance from the fact that it was sélect-
ed by Steyn as.the seat of government of
the Iree State after the’capture of Bloem-
fontein.” 1t is:about 100 miles north of
the latter place and is 60 miles from that
point in the Vaal River which is crossed
by ‘the raitway. to Pretoria at Vercening

‘weaker at the -crossing of the Vaal be-
cause of the desertion
of the Free State troops who have wisaly
gone to_theip homes.

map closely may: be somewhat confused
when he learns that the Vaal is still to
be crassed by the British although he has
already seen in the despatches that the
Vaal was crossed by General Hunter on
| Tuesday last. But the Vaal was crossed
by General Hunter at Fourteen Streams,
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of large numbers

The reader who has not studied the

which is on the extreme west of the
Transvaal and more than 150 miles from
the crossing of the Vaal at Vereening to-
wards which Lord Roberts is now moving
his army. Fourteen Streams is actually iu
Cape Colony, although close to the Trans-
vaal border and iz a station on the line
of railway from Kimberley to Mafeking.
The operations of General Hunter there-
fore although important have no immedi-
ate connection with the main advance
towards Pretoria. Hunter’s objective is
Mafeking and he was reported on Kriday
at Yaungs, wihich is about 120 miles south

force 3,000 stiong was taen at Vryburg,
which is about 80 miles south of Mafe-
king. This column Wwas moving rapidly
towards thatlong beleaguered town and
they should reach there today or at the ia-
test tomorrow. We hope to Le in a 1\qsilinxl
to -announce the relief of ‘Mafeking on
Tuesday morning and there will he mo
episode of the war worthy of more specinl
commendation than this,-for Mafeking, al-
though close to the well settled porlionz"
of the Transvaal, is. hundreds of miles
from Cape Town and thercfore only to be
reached ' with extreme difficulty. lts gal-
lant defence
without doubt the most thrilling episode
of the war. Ladysmith was defended by
a regular army fully provided' with every-
{hing necessary, while the wealth of two
of the richest corporations in the world
was emp\oyed in fihe del2nce of }&imberlcy.
But Mafeking has been ‘defended by 2
hody of irregulars and natives, without
adequate fortifications or sufficient arms
and ammunition’ and with but scanty sup-
plies of food. When it is relieved every
true man in the British Empire, will feel
his pulses thrill with joy.

President Steyn has removed his capi-
(70> Lindley, which lies about 10 miles
to the east of Kroonstad. There is a
main road from Kroonstad to Lindlcy,
but it does not go beyond the latter place
so that the new capital of the Free State
is in a cul de sac and apparently cannot
be reached by wheeled vehicles except by
passing through Krooustal. It is cn the
side of a mountain range and “its choice
as a capital is pretty much as ii Presi-
dent Steyn had announcetd the capital
of the Free State to be in his hat. Steyn
was unable to persuade the Boérs, who
were with him, to defend Kroonstad, the

of Mafeking. An advance column of his|

by Col. Baden-Powell is’

Empire, and. will be the: very oppositesof
that of Sir Charles Tupper who has com-
mitted his party to a policy which if suc-
cessful would result in hreaking up the
Empire. Imperialism means also’ an in-
créase in the army and navy for the pur-
pose of protecting those possessions which
other nations covet and which have heen
won by the sword.- It means, so Lord
Salisbury says, the denial of home rule
for Ireland and the suppression of all na-
tionalist aspirations which conflict with the
unity of the Empire.

THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE.

r pl———— Ty

The Marquis of Salisbury paid a high
tribute to the neutrality of foreign nations
during the present war m his speech at
the Primrose League meeting when he
said: “TIt i impossible to speak too highly
nf’,the careful, calm neutrality which has
heen observed by all the govcrnments of
the world. Yet, notwithstanGing tnis care-
ful, calm neutrality on the part of the
governmenis of the world, the British
premier felt impelled to say: :

«Hereafter external affawrz will occupy
a considerably largsr place among the
problems we have to so'vc  Not neces-
sarily because in themscives they are more
important, but if w= took around we can
see the elements and cuuses of menace
and peril slowly accumulating, and they
may accumulate to such a point us to re-
"quire our most carnest and active efforts
to repel them.

«T am nervous at using langnage of such
a kind, lest it should be thought I am
indicating.that something is known to the
foreign dffice, by pointing out this possible
danger. But I wish most emphatically
to say I have no idea of that kind. The
state of affairs as I know it ‘and so far
nsj the government is concerned, is. peace-
ful’’ 4

This peaceful aspeet of affairs, however,
does not induce Lord Salisbury to believe
that there may never come a change, for
he goes dn to, say;

LA certain (section of our subjects, not
important, a very large though a very
noisy one, has at the present moment a
great prejudice against this country. It
does not, however, follow that we have no
precautions to take. Governments may
come and go, and feelings may change
from year to year. That root of bitterness
against England which I am unable to ex-
plain, may be meére caprice to satisfy the
exigencies of journalists today, or it may
indicate a deep-seated feeling which, later,
we may have to reckon with. There can
be no security nor confidence in the feel-
ing or sympathy of other nations except
through the efficiency of our own defence
and the strength of our own right arm.
Everywhere the power of defence is in-
creasing and who knows but all these
things may be united in one great wave
to dash upon our shores?”’

All this may be taken to mean that not-
withstanding the apparently friendly at-
titude of foreign governments, Great Bri-
tain is liable to be attacked at any time
by a European combination and that the
Empire must rely on itself. The British
p}'em'ier is careful to prepare his hearers
for an increase in the army by the state-

Free Staters being tired of the war aud
desiring to go home, while the Transvaal-
ers preferred to fight in their own country,
north of the Vaal River. It looks now as
4% the Free Staters were beginning to Te:
alize that they had been used merely to
serve the ends of the people of the "Lrans-
vaal who were the only persons interest-
ed in having a ivar with Great Britain.
Now this “madel republic,” which had no
cana@giof quarrel whatever with Great
Britafi been totally ruined and has
lost its 1 dependence as a result of the

| cajolery of Kruger and the weakness of

its president, Steyn.
S

1t is announced that the Doer supply
of smokeless powder is exhausted and that
it has been founc impossible to replace ..
This news m&fvell send a cold chill to
the hearts of the friends of the Boers,
for without smokeless pO\\'(ler~t‘.\eir pres-
ent system of warfare wouid be attended
with enormous difficulties. The first shot
fired from their trenches would reveal
‘their position and make them a target
British shel and rifle fire. ‘Ihe
i against them are now too great to
be resisted and this at a time when the
union between the Free State -and the

which is the Transvaal side of the Vaal.
The British forees have iherefore advanceéd
'upw"rards of 200 miles through the Kree
State along the line of railway from Cape
Town to Pretoria and they have still
about 140 miles further to go along the
same line before they reach the capital of
thie Transvaal. The country from the
_Qrange_River, the couthern boundary of
‘thé:'l"l';ze State, to Kroonstad is a hgh
plateau interspersed with detached hills
and qmdually rising to the north. At
ghe Orange River the plain is 4,000 feet
above the sea level, at Bloemfontein 4,500
feet, at Kroonstad the same, at the crces-
ing of the Vaal River 4,750 feet and at
Pretoria 4,605 feet. But there are low
mountain ranges between these points,
which will render the British advance less
easy than the above figures of altitudue
would show.

As the object of Lord Roberts is Pre-
toria he will continue to move morth to-
wards the Vasl River utilizing the line
of railway for the purpose of transport.
He has already crossed the Orange River,
the Riet, the Modder, the Zand and the
Valsch and there is now no r.ver of £ny
importance between Kroonstad and the
Vaal except the Rhensoter which is not a
large stream. Until the Vaal is reached
therefore his work will be easy and his
advance probably varied. It looks now as
ijf. Roberts might be across the Vaal be-
fore the end of this week, or possibly
an earlier date might be fixed for that
event. When the Vaal i# cro:sed the be-
ginning of ‘the end will have come for the
resisting power of the Boers is decreasing
4s the British march- nosth. They. .were
stronger at thesOrange Riweér -than; 8t
Bloemfontein, -stédfiger “dt’ Bloepiontein”
than at Kroonstad and they will-Be el

Transvaal is practically dissolved. Lord
Roberts’ main aimy consists of 40,000 men
independeéntly’ of the number, exxployed to
guard the lines of communication; General
Hunter thas 10,000 men with hun, and
there are 30,000 under General Buller in
Natal. This last army, which has been
but little heard of lately, is now said to
be preparing to move. A force of 1loers
occupies the passes through the Drakens-
burg range of mountains between Natal
and the Free State and ‘ransvaal Rie
public. As Lord Roberts advances these
passes wima\'e to be evacuated by the
Boers unless they are willing to be caught
like rats in a trap, and then the tide of
invasion will be wwelled by Buller's large
army Now completely rested from its
fatigues and cager to show its metal.

THE PRIMROSE LEAGUE. -

—

The. speech of the Marquis of Salisbury
at the meeting of the Primrose League
shows that the Conservative party in Eng-
land, so far as it is controlled by its lead-
ers, is wedded to a policy of imperialism.
It is one of the humors of the situation
{hat the Primrose League, which repre-
senis the strongest possible union between
the colonies and the mother country,
should have been founded. in honor of a
man who was an advocate of. the dismem-
berment of the Empire. “Phose wretched
colonies,” was the phrase which Lord
Beaconsfield used to describe those faith-
ful daughters of Britannia, and yet all this
is now forgotten and the man wlio spoke
in such slighting terms of the colonies is
honored as the first great imperialist. The

policy of imperialism. as outlined by Lord

‘Halisbury will .embrace-the: strengthening.

of the bonds between-the coloniés and 'the

meént that'although the navy is sufficiént
it is not well for them' to place all their
eggs in one basket. In other words the
strong navy must be supplemented by a
powerful force for land defence. We
quote:
- “As to l.:md defence, so far as I can see,
anything in the nature of conscription is
not a remedy the country is prepared. to
accept. Therefore, we must induce, the
peopl_e to voluntarily put themselves in a
position to defend their homes and coun-
try. The Primrose League can do much
to foster the creation of rifle clubs. If once
the feeling could be propagated tinat it is
the duty of every able-bodied Englishman
to rp_ake himself competent to meet an in-
vading enemy we would have a defensive
forcg which would make the chances of an
assailant so bad that no assailant would
appear.” .
There is no doubt that .the Dritish
people can make themselves invincible
without any conscription by making some
knowledge of military exercises a part of
their school work, and by encouraging rifle
shooting as the use of the bow and arrow
was encouraged, in former days. :

~ THE COMING STRUGGLE.

The sparring which is just now going on
in desultory fashion at Ottawa is merely
preliminary to the decisive combat be-
tween parties which must in the very
nature of things before many
months have passed. Upon the is-ue of
that strugglc much depends. In our
humble judgment there has not been at
any time in the history of party conflicts
in Canada a more momentous period than
that upon which the country has now en-
tered; involving at once the pecace of the
people and the continuance of these con-
ditions which make for progress and pros-
perity.

We eay the peace of the people, be-
cause the course of the opposition is clear-
ly on the side of mschief and disturbance.
It matters, perhaps, very little to the
ordinary citizen which party controls ot
Ottawa; but it is of the first impaortance
to everybody that there should b> har-
monious ® co-operation between the two
great races in Canada. Upon that rela-
tionship turns the destiny of the domin-
jon. If the Conservatives persevere in
the tactics which they have pursued for
the past six months and should prevail
upon the English speaking and IFrench
speaking provinces to accept their Views,

occur

there can be no such thing as harmony and
united action between English and Fren h
in this country.

What the Conservatives are doing goes
to the very root of things in Canada--it is
calculated to weaken the foundation of
our national life. In Ontario they are in-
sidioudly urging the idea that it is a bad
thing to have a French-Canadian premier.
His loyalty, they whisper, is merely skin
deep. Underneath it all there is an am-
tipathy - to Britain and Britain’s best
intepests. This idea they convey in a thou-
sand inuendocs, in . speers, in misquoia-

.dian progress for very,many years.
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facks, in the prescntation of which thdir
malevolencz is as conspicuous. as their
zeal. What would be the price of success
in this campaign? The answer is obvious.
We should have mutual distrust between
French and English, jealousies, animosi-
ties and Tivalries that’could not fail to
turn back the hands on the dial of Cana-

If, however, these unpatriotic efforts in
the English speakm'g"iiﬁvinoea are danger-
ous and reprehensible;; what must be eaid
of the Tory game - in.Québec? In that

province the same-zeal and activity which
are exercised in {hit&tio in creating 2

prejudice against Qe Wiltrid ‘Taurier are
being employed to (Agygfgl)‘ an anti-lm-
Canadians do not feel ‘thie same: intensity
of sympathy whﬂli’; i
war that we of Bri '(gmﬁe'stl‘y‘fed, and
they are workingi‘\gponv,\?‘\é& f,qn@.foarouse
a prejudice againel: the 1 evernment.. They
say that the preni‘ie.r‘viii‘%‘]owlng'» his Im-
perial inclinations to run away with his
. judgment; that' ‘he: and ~ his colleagues
have committed, (Tannd":i; to. a pérpetual
share in Britain’s vqars;l that today it is
the Transvaal republic we ‘are called upon
to fight, but tomorrow it may, be France.
To these suggestions they add an alarm-
ing picture of the burdens of taxation
which will be impored on’the people of
(Canada at the dictation and commands
of Downing street.

Sir Charles Tupper thought this Quebee
campaign a matter of sufficient import-
ance to warrant his taking -a direct hand
in it, and we are all familiar with his
anti-Impenial speech at the amcient capi-
tal. When he had embellished the pic-
ture of war taxabion, navy asseksments
and drafts of men, with the touches of
his vivid imagination, the views of the
Tory press in Quebecv‘appaned almgst
colorless in comparison. He declared that
$48,000,000 a. year would be Canada’s share
for army and navy purposes alone, and
asked his hearers to think of the humilia-
tion which they would facl jn finding
themselves bereft of the rights of self
government and subject to an enmormous
taxation levied by the Chamberlains and
Salisburys of England.

To realize just how such view: are cal-
culated to inflame thé minds of the peo-
ple of Quebec, one must’ understand that
they are for the most part simple-minded,
not belligerent_in disposition, frugal and
hard working, dreading theavy taxation,
and above all intensely appreciative of the
rights and privileges and independence
they enjoy under existing conditions. They
are deeply and sincerely loyal to’ Great
Britain; but they do not wish to losz the
status and freedom they now have. They
are content, and they want to remain £o.
They have neither the desire mor the
taste to share in the mailitary-Tmperialism
which they are toid is end of Sir Wil-
frid Lauriet’s poliey.! such .a people
the tale told by Sir Charles yI‘u.pper is a
terrible thing.

Thé people of Canada ought to think
seriously about these things, and we be-
lieve they will. Whatever else we may
be content to see made the football of
party strife, we cannot afford to encour-
age anything which ergates a menace to
the peaceful relations of, our. (anad:an
people as a whole. The part of patriot-
ism is to meet these tactics with firm dis-
favor, to set our faces sternly against
them, and to insist’ that the approaching
elections shall be fought out on general
issues. If, as Conservatives allege, Lib-
erals have been indiscreet in their utter-
ances, if Liberal journals have taken part
in these racial disputes. fet the fact be
buried. What is needed abowe all things
just mow is the aksertion of that ‘high’er
form of patriotism whioh looks ahead to
the hearty and sympathetic co-operation
of all races and classes for the upbuild-
ing of a strong and prosperows and united

Canada.

A HIGH TRIBUTE.

It is a significant tribute to the strength
of the fiscal policy of the government that
the opposition have not dared to attack
it .as a whole. They have got down to
assailing it on small items, which are
really of no importance. And this could
very well be allowed to pass unnoticed if
what they say were founded on fact and
not grossly misleading. A case in point
arises in Mr. Clancy’s recent speech on
the budget. IHe said:

“The first thing the minister did was to
take $15 off seed beans and to put $17,322
on uncleaned rice. The next thing the
honorable gentleman did was to take $19,-
304 off farmming tools and to put $169,958
on to cottons. Next he took $42,980 off
iron and steel wire and put $236,860 on
woollen goods. Then he took $126,885 off
barbed wire feneing and put $393,203 on
sugar. The honorable gentleman took
%102,200 off binder twine and he put on

the poor man’s tobacco $1,051,446.”

It must be admitted that if the Liberals
bad nothing else in their favor than a re-
duction of $15 on seed beans they would
not have a strong-case upon which to ap-
peal to the people; but happily Mr. Clancy
has only stated what is helpful to his argu-
ment in dealing with tax reductions. That
was perhaps to be expected.

What we object to in this connection is
the palpably unfair method which the Con-
servatives arve following in criticizing the
tariff. Mr. Clancy knows very well that
the Liberal tariff as introduced in 1897 did
not contain an increase of the customs
rate on cottons or woollens or any of the
other articles alluded to with the single
exception of tobacco. He ignores the rate,
which is the essence of the whole matter,
and deals only with the volume of duty
paid. The reason why a larger sum was
derived from woollens in 1899 than in 1896
~was simply that more woollens were im-
ported. An. illustration will,  suffice to
make. this point clear: Last year on an

tions, - in- ‘imputations and distortion« of.

importation of $37,660,123 worth of goods

penial sentiment..They know tlié,‘h French- | .
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from England the duty collected amounted
to $7,328,191. This year the importation
promises to reach $50,000,000, and while
the rate of duty has been further reduced
in the case of English goods it is probable
the volume of duty will be $8,000,000. M.

(lancy would take that fact and argue

from it that instead of helping TEngland

we had piled more taxation upon her.
What has just been said applies to the

entire subject of taxation as dealt with by

the opposition. They avoid talking about

rates of taxation and present only the
totals, which is scarcely a creditable thing
to do. Tt may be defensible as the resort
of a party which has no case; but it does
not present a high conception of fair play.
This very matter of imports from England
<hows what the government is doing in
the way of reduced taxation. 1f the esti-
mate of $50,000,000 of imports this - year

from that quarter is realized, it will mean !

that the people of Canada will pay $4,000,-
000 less thereon than if the Toster tarift

were still in force. 1t may suit Mr. (lancy

to talk about $15 being taken off seed
beans; but the mass of electors will prob-
ably have a deeper interest in the $4,000,000
saved on woollens, linens, cutlery, china-
ware, dress goods and other articles in
general use imported from England.

WASTED POWER.

The cities of Ottawa and Hull,apart from
the prestige given to them by the fact
that Ottawa is the seat of government,
are largely the creation of the splendid
water power which they possess. Other
things being equal every city that pos-
sesses a great natural water power ought
{o be a seat of industry and this rule is of
universal application. St. John has ever
since its foundation possessed a water
power of amazing extent which has never
been utilized to the smallest extent the
very mills which are beside it being run
This power we need hardly
slack at

by steam.
say is the falls, which although
times and irregular in their action are
available for at least twenty hours out
of the twenty-four for any purpose to
which they can be applied. In former
times when power could only be. used
directly the falls may not have been. avail-
able, but in these days of storage bat-
teries and electrical power derived from
other sources surely the power of the
falls might be uved in many ways. The
corporation of the city has a large in-
terest in this matter and would profit
more than any private individual if this
power
available. Why not engage the services
of an expert to report upon the subject
and ascertain to what extent this power
might be used? Here is a good work for

from the falls was found to be

to the South African republic.  Kruger
" gays he has confidence in the future of the
' Africander nation, and he affirmed that
the sympathy ‘of the world was with the

Transvaal. Hle expressed his con-
fident belief that the TLord
whs on the ' side  of the Trans-

vaal and so with a mixture of cant, men-
dacity and hypocrisy he invited the Raad
Kruger possibly

to_proceed to business.
believes that he is a very good man, a
model of righteousness, one of God’s elect,
" & chosen vessel, a light ¢hining in a dark
place, and an exampie of trath, honesty
‘and virtue. But to outsiders who have
| stiidied his career, he is but a cunning old
! trickster, who is prepared to resort to
! any device to-carry his own ends. Kruger
' is the author of all the misfortunes that
have befallen South Africa, and but for
' him the Transvaal might have remained
free, independent and happy. Now its
% sun will go down in a sea of blood, and not
i only will its independence be lost, but
be desolated and its hest

i

its homes will
meén killed. All this ruin has been the re-
cult of Kruger's trickery, and his wild
ambition to drive the Dritish out of Af-
There never was a greater failure

rica.
than Kruger's policy  has been, and his
name will be mentioned with malediction
in Africa for ceniuries to come.

AMUSEMENTS.
e,

The question of amusements is attract-
ing the attention of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church of the United States, having
been brought forward by the bishops in
their annual address at the opening of the
conference of the church. The address
which is that of the entire bench of bish-
ops, was read by Bishop Andrews and oc-
cupied an héur and a half in delivery.
After dealing with the shameful degra-
dation of the theatre, the concert, the
dance hall and the race course, the ad-
dress went on to speak of the tendency to
excess in other and comparatively inno-
cent forms of recreation. The bishops ex-
pressed the belief that the seriousness of
life was largely forgotten, the love of the
passing world gaining in master fulness.
1t was easy to forbid amusements, much
harder to regulate them. We quote a
few sentences from the address:

“Experience has shown that it is im-
possible to impose on youthful and im-
mature Christians a law which many a
saintly soul, of thoughtful choice, imposes
on itself. The attempt to enforce abso-
Jute abstention {rom recreative amuse-
ments reacts towards unrestrained indul-
gence. A discrimination between the ad-
missible and the inadmissible is therefore
imperative.

“In this time of excessive and question-
able amusements, this principle should be
‘oftcn reiterated and strongly emphasized.
The peril to the spiritual life of our peo-

the new mayor and common council to be- e s ;
ay ple is imminent and incalculable. Lovers

gin with.

KRUGER.

———

of pleasure are not likely to be lovers of
God. The warrior must not entangle him-
self with the affairs of life. Without sim-
plicity, moderation and purity in his pleas-

Poor old Kruger put the best face pos-  ures the Christian cannot resist the forces

gible on the Transvaal. situation on the
opening_ of the Volksraad . the other day,
and_was careful to give the people of the
Free -State a little taffy for their fidelity

{

that create an age of triflers and sen-
sualists. So great'is this danger that we
suggest ~ that it would  be profitablé to:
place among the special advices .of..the
discipline a brief . but. cogent statement

|

of the perils which attach to many amuse-
ments, of the evils inseparable from others,
and of the principles by which the Chris-
tian should regulate his choice among and
his use of them.”- .

The effect of this will probably be a de-
liverance on the subject of amusements
by the conference involving some relaxa-
tion of the present strictness of the rules
of the church. The effect of too great
strictness has been the actual loss of
church members or of their families, or
their practical loss by making them in-
different adherents of the church and dis-
obedient to its ruless The bishops would
like to retain the old, hard, strict system,
but they do not desire their church to
disappear because it is too good. If the
young people demand amusements they
must have them even if the rules of the
church have to be relaxed. Other churches
are probably considering the same sub-
ject attentively and looking for a way that

will prevent the loss of church membership .

without too.great a strain on the ancient
rules. Perhaps the. better way to ap-
proach the subject would be to look into
the question of whether the rules are
reasonable and sensible or whether they
have grown obsolete in consequence of th;é
('Pmnge of manners that has taken place
since they were framed.

l THE PROGRESS OF THE WAR.

These are stirring days in Soith Africa
when every day brings its own story Ok
important i i

e g movements in various parts
o the wide field over which the cam-
paign is being carried on. Yesterday we
wcre able to chronicle the capture of
i Kroonstad ; i

l , the temporary capital of the

{ Free State and the ignominious {light
of the Boer army towards the Vaal River;
today we have pleasing news from Nafal am'l

! tomorrow we may have to relate the story
of the relief of Mafeking. Nor ave the:;f'
th‘e only points of interest to be dwelt;
with, for the Boers are active i many
places and they are being steadily ]H‘MS(‘..({

‘baclf by the tide of British inv;minn. 1t

{ now appears that the statement publish-

‘ed yester i
- vesterday with regard to the place

i selected by Steyn as the new capital of
'tl{c Free State was erroneous. It is not
' Lindley, but Helibron that hax-; been‘chm-'
en for that doubtful honor. We remarll-
ed yesterday that Lindley could only be
reached by one road and that this v()ad
passed through Kvoonstad, so th.'lt its
selection seemed very singular. Hciibron-
on the f’(nltlill"\’. has excellent fneans 0;
f'ﬂ!l\llllll)l(‘}ltiﬂl), east, west and north. 1t
is about 50 miles northeast of Kmon.'il'ld
am! 40 from the Vaal Rver by the l"ﬂ‘ad
which passes through Parijs. ﬁut as this
road crosses the British iine of n(l‘v-m('.e
by the railway, Steyn, when he is dl:i\'en
from Heilbron, will have to retre.ﬂt east-
erly to Frankfort and from the:noe“to

Villersdorp on the Vaal, a ecircuitous

route of some 90 ymiles. Helibron has no

_;m]wa:: .conngctigns , and it geems to
pve Haen b el Dot T et a0 n
i, Phgsen. pinly, beraupe it has

cilitip for enabling Steyn to escape

into the Trausvaal when he has become -

s




