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THE SESSION AND THE MINISTRY,

The session, an adjournment of which has Just

taken place, has been a disastrous one to the Govern-
They began it six months ago with high hopes
Nature had been propitious,
mnd blessed the country with abundant harvests. The
prices of products were high, and the farmer especially
yeceived rich returns and spent freely. No man in
Canada who was industrious and cared to labor lacked
for work, The land and home seeker was everywhere
in evidence Plenty was abroad in the land. Withal
revenues buoyant and trade Under such
favorable auspices the Government Parlia-
ment and found its majority intact and the party appar-
ently well united
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ons with reiteration of his good free
promised a tariff commission to exam-
nd declined to make any readjustment
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rested upon that statement and con-
* of undisturbed and stable conditions.

Then oc¢ 1 the fateful pilgrimage of the two
Willies to Was ton if ever two barehanded and
'simp‘. minded old lemen walked into a well set
trap, these were two. They expected a sparing
lunch, and behol v were set down to a feast of fat

18 President  Taft offered them free trade in
everything imped at free trade in natural pro-
ducts, s they thought, with their poc-
kets bulgi plander from Uncle Sam.
Intent on t no thought to the conse-
quences for fifty years been crying
for this And now they, the two Willies, were bearing
back the gray from Eschol, the milk and honey from
the promised land They would be acclaimed as bene-
factors, and enshrined in the affections of a grateful
people

These two amiable old gentlemen forgot many things
They were living in the traditions of the past They
failed to consider the facts of forty years of Canadian
progress and development, that new ideals had been
created, and new trends of National life developed
Above all they were blinded to the spirit that in the
United States prompted this unlooked for generosity.
And they utterly f: 1 to read the signs of the times
in the United States which all pointed to lowered
tariffs and reduced duties as a party necessity as well
as a public demand
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All this has regated on the personnel of both the
Covernment and ti arty. Both are worn and dis-
gruntled. The Government has been bereft of its
strong men and is growing weaker every day. Mr.
Fielding has lost prestige in the party and in the |
House, and is looked upon as the wrecker of the Gov
ernment fortune His political weakness Is empha-
gized by his physical disintegration. His day is wan-
ing to its close With him goes the support of Sir

WG and (L hope of e Minisier oi
Justicé’Ts deat and maladroit. Never fitted for parlia-
mentary life, he has failed to learn from experience,
falled to measure up to standard, and succeeded only
in Incurring the suspicion and offending the susceptibili-
ties of the moral and religious element of the country.

Mr. Paterson is a back number, maybe not quite
g0 far back as Sir Richard Cartwright, but as a force
in party warfare neither counts for much. The Min-
ister of Railways is pleasant in his manner with the
House and has.made good therein rather by virtue of
his personal qualities, than of his abilities, The Min-
ister of Public Works is able in his way, but he is
without conscience in administration, and not trusted
even by his friends. His dealings with dredges and
contractors are veiled with oily words and soft phrases,
but they do not command confidence on the part of his
associates. Sir Frederick Borden has lost the somewhart
notorious vitality of his early ministerial career, and
now plays the role of the reformed sinner, in easy gown
and slippers, radiating innocence and contemplating the
beatitudes, The military council guides his action and
yrefaces his memoranda, and the gallant member from
Victoria and Haliburton deftly steers him through the
ghallows of opposition criticism.

., Fisher is a good gentleman of the cabinet bed-
ch.pber well, groomed and fluent in speech, who knows
the details of his department, and submerges the Com-
/mions with his verbose explanations, but he will never

-1%: & possiblé leader or even a valuable Heutenant.
_ As for the Minister of Marine the least said the bet-
& ;:;—u has been the evil genius of the administration,

mmr. He will not be missed
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terrible—picked up by the Premier as w m |
loutside the garden—they have made no progress so far|
and give little promise of doing better, The next elec:
tion will bly see them ted to their old and
more congenial habitats. There remains only the
Minister of Inland Revenue. For what earthly pur-
pose he was ever hoisted lnto the vacant ministerial
niche no one knows or could pessibly guess. He cer
tainly is not ormamental, and so far as mortal eye can
see no el of ful except as a foil
to indifferent colleagues,

With this material which he séems unable to vivify
or replace, Sir Wilfrid faces his last and fateful election.
No wonder he dislikes the. prospect and is weary of
the fight. Public life has no illusions left for him. As
his eye dims and his arm weakens and his heart grows
weary, he finds little consolation and less strength in
his surroundings. The winter of his discontent is mot
made radiant with the sun of any eligible successor,
The crown already slipping from his brow must soon
fall to another dynasty. Thus passes the glory of
the world,

THE NE TEMERE DECREE.

The pastoral letter issued by the House of Bishops
of the Anglican Church in Canada deprecating mixed
marriages, but nevertheless emphatically asserting their
validity when duly solemnized, is a dignified and notable
pronouncement, vold of offence, but unmistakable ‘in its
meaning, The situation which has arisen in consequence
of the enforcement of the Ne Temere decree and the
subsequent annulment of a marriage in the Province
of Quebec between two members of the Roman Catholic
Church because the officiating minister was of another
faith, has called forth a very general protest from other
denominations. An appeal to the Privy Council in this
particular case is now pending.

Whatever the outcome, it is evident the feeling is
very strong among Protestants that there should be
one uniform marriage law for the whole Dominion.
The pastoral letter is emphatic on this point. The
Presbyterian Synod of Montreal and Ottawa, at a recent
meeting was even more definite, peinting out that
“in view of the evident disposition in Quebec to sBubor-
dinate ihe civil to the ecclesiastical tribunals, the Synod
must reluctantly but deliberately record its judgment
that there is no other covrse left but to strenuously ad-
vocate that such amendments be made in the law re
lating to marriage as shall make that important con-
tract a purely civil act, leaving it to the partners to
supplement it by such subsequent ecclesiastical seryices

as to them may seem fit.”

The attitude of the Roman Catholic Church in
Quebec was recently defined in an article in L.a Presse,
which regards the opposition as based on a desire to

curtail the church’'s lberty It “It is evidently

‘not the liberty of the citizens which it is desired to
‘protect; but it is the liberty of the Catholic Church
“which it is desired to subvert There is talk of ad-

dressing the Federal Government, and even the Imperial

“Government, if necessary, to obtain uniform legislation
‘in regard to marriage Such uniform legislation would
be a violation of the constitution itself. Not only by
“the constitution, but by the treaty of Paris, we have
“the right to the free exercise of the Catholic religion
‘England would be recreant to her sworn faith should
take from the Catholic Church the prerogatives
“which she enjoys.”

In reply to this argument it has been urged that
in the treaty of Paris to which La Presse refers. the
prerogatives of the church were limited to be in accord-
ance with the laws of Great Britain. The section in
the treaty dealing with this point say

“His Britangic Majesty agrees to grant the liberty
“of the Catholic religion to the inhabitants of Canada,
“he will, consequently, give the most effectual orders
“that his new Roman Catholic subjects may profess the
‘worship of their religion, according to the rites of the
‘Roman Church, AS FAR AS THE LAWS OF GREAT
“BRITAIN PERMIT.” The Privy Council is now called
upon to decide whether the Quebec legislature exceeded
canon law of the Roman
church as the -basis of the marriage laws.

In other provinces where the laws of the church
are:- not supreme, the decision under the Ne Temere
decree appeays to seriously affect the status of min-
isters of all other denominations. If, for example, in
ithis Province of New Brunswick certain persons, mar-
ried by an ecclesiastic competent to perform the cere-
mony under the laws of the British Empire, had occas-
ion to become residents in the Province of Quebec they
would be declared by the Roman Catholic Church, up-
held by the civil courts as the law now stands, to be
not legally married and their children illegitimate. They
wonld be involved in all the humiliation and misery
that such a decision would entail on innocent people.
This situation is not pleasant for any minister to con-
template, and, as the matter now stands, is a strong
argument in favor of making the marriage contract a
purely civil act supplemented by a religious ceremony in
which the contracting parties could receive the blessing
Ynf their church.

Precedent is not wanting or the withdrawal of the
Ne Temere decree from Canada in the face of such
strong opposition. Germany and Austria-Hungary ob-
Jected to its enforcement and in these countries it has
iuul been promulgated. In any event a final decision
{by the courts, first as to the rights of the individual
in the Province of Quebec, and secondly ag to the re-
spective jurisdiction of the Federal and Provinelal au-
thorities is now a necessary step to be taken in the
adjustment of the seridus conflict of religious opinion
which has arigen. i
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Current Comment

(Boston Post.)

Victoria has been dead for ten years, but so strong
was her persomality, so lasting her Influence soclally,
that the decade seems but a brief tale that is told.
And nothing but good came from her power over court
life, and the outward habits of the nobility, which good
was reflected in the ways of society generally. Even
had she been less wise politically than she was, less
kindly, less the friend of humanity, this quality of mak-
ing morality fashionable would have given her a high
place in history,

N
(London Spectator.)

A correspondent describes in the Manchester Guard-
jan of Monday the new “sky-scraper,” of which plans
have recently been filed in New York. It will be 750
feet high, and will contain fifty-five stories, The monu-
ment in London is 202 feet; the highest tower of the
Houses of Parliament is 331 feet, and the cross of St
Paul's is less than 365 feet.

(Ridgetown Dominien.)

The pews in a Windsor church have been made
free. The time will come, we hope, when by voluntary
giving the seats in all churches will be free. Free
geats in a free church Inlfmmmdhmﬁe

possible by free giving,
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there was a large representative
audience presen lecture Which
was illustrated
portraying a col set of the sculp-
tures of Michael lo, met with a
splendid reception and at the close
a hearty vote of thanks moved by

Bridges, was tendered the lecturer,

The speaker i mpted to show
Michael Angelo in historical set-
ting, reviewed the spirit and art
The Italian Renaissance as it was re-
lated to him, and traced the develop-
ment of his art chronologically
through his long caveer. He confin-
ed himself mainly to Angelo's work as
a sculptor, referring to his work as
an architect, painter and poet only
as it served to fllustrate his char-
acter and his work as a sculptor. He
referred to Angelo's relation to the
Medici, whom in"his early life he
supported, though he opposed them af
ter they had enslaved Florence.. He
told how the artist had lived under
eight Popes, each of whom had hoped |
to make his age famous through the
work of the great sculptor and artist.

The illustrations included views of
the statues of David and Moses, and
group figures adorning the Itallan
cathedrals.

Herbert Richard Cross is a Bache-
lor of Arts from Brown, and an A. B,
and A. M. from Harvard University.
He was for two years a student in
the American School in Rome. - He
has travelled and studied in all the
great art centres ‘of Europe and has
been lecturer on art in Wellesley Col-
lege, Brown University, and the Uni-
versity of Michigan. He was profes-
sor of drawing and the history of art
in Washington University, St. Louis,
He returned on March 1, after a fur-
ther period of travel and study im
Spain and Italy, and has been leclur
ing since that time on Renaissance
Art in the lnlverlﬂ) of lllfnmh.

G.MBA. TO OBSERVE
ANNIVERSARY TONIGHT

Good Programme has been
Arranged in Honor of 21st
Anniversary of Branch 134
this Evening.

The twenty-first anniversary of
Branch 134 of the C. M.'B. A, will be
observed tomight. The celebration,

which will be in the form of an as-
sembly, will be held in the Assembly
Rooms of the Nickel tonight, and an
enjoyable evening is anticipated.

Invitations have béem issued to the
various branches of the assoclation
in the city, and over two hundred of
the members and their lady friends
will attend.

An attractive programme of dance
numbers has been arranged, end
music will be furnished by an o~ches-
tra. Besides dancing a social hour
will be passed and refresaments
served. His Honor, Judge Carleton
of Woodsiock, has been inv:wc& to
deliver an address,

The chaperons of the evening will

be Mrs. D. I O'Nell, Mrs, R. J.
Walsh, Mrs. Michael Ryan, Mrs. Ry
J. Ritchie, Mrs. W, J. Migre,

The committee in charge of the ar-
rangements for the evening ar» C, P,
O'Neil, F. J 1'n~ev Thos. Kickham,
W. J. Magee . Tole, T. Finegan
and Frank l\lllvn

For a Few Weeks

Until the Bell Building is
completed, our friends will find
us at the Congregational
Church, nearly opposite our
old quarters.

We will have ampleaccom-
modation,

Come and see us,
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concerts will be sold for §2.
ral admission for Thursday eveming
@nd Friday afternoon will be 7bc. for
each concert; for Friday night $1.00,

of| Reserve seat tickets for Thursday

-3

ight and Friday afternoon will be
$1.00; for Friday night, $1.50.
The Bostonia Sextette is ranked as
one of the finest musical organizations
in the country, It is well balanced,
composed of excellent artists, each
member a master of his instrument,

Madam Clodius is one of the younger
singers of New York whose beautiful
voice, together with her splendid art
is' winning her a position as one o
the leading sopranos of America,
Miss Lucia Fydell, head vocal teach-
er in Monnt Allison Conservatory,
contralto
volce, ‘hlch has won fame both in
Canada and England.
David Bispham is the highest salar
ied and most renowned artist that has
ever visited Sackville. He is easlly
America’'s best baritone,

HAVE YOU CORNS?
There is but one painless cure—
“Putnam’s.” Takes out the corn, root
and branch--does it harmlessly dn
twenty-four hours. Insist on Putnam’s
Painless Corn Extractor only.

OBITUARY, 5

8. A. Carpenter.
The death of S. A. Carpenter, at
the age of 64 years, took place on
Friday oight at his home, Manawag-
onish Road. Mr. Carpenter conduct-
ed a large dairy business and was one
of the best known men {n the parish.
He has been i1l for the past two years
and his dgeath was not unexpected. A
widow, one son, Herman S, Carpen:
ter, at home, and one sister, Mrs. F.
L. Flewwelling of Falirville, survive,
The funeral will be held this after
noon from the residence to Green-
wood cemetery. Coaches leave King
Square, St. John, and Beatteay's un-
dertaking rooms, Carleton, at one
o'¢lock, for the convenience of friends
who wish to attend.
Mrs. Julia Carney.

Mrs, Julia, widow of Matthew Car-
ney, died at an early hour Saturday
morning, after a brief illness. The
deceased was of Irish descent and has
lived in St. John nearly all her life.
Many friends will regret her loss. She
is survived by one son, Charles Car
ney, Boston, and three daughters,
Mrs. J. Tippets, England; Mrs, 8.
Blthing, New York, and Mrs. Joseph
Martin of St. John. The funeral will
take place this morning at 8.30 from
the residence of her son-in-law, Jos.
Martin, with whom she resided, to
Holy Trinity church for requiem high
mass,

PARLIAMENT HAS
PASSED 108 BILLS,

Ottawa, May 20.—The tangible re.
sults of thousands of columns of Han-
sard talk during the past six months
of this session of parliament, were
embodied last night in the list of 108
bills to which final assent was given
by the deputy governor, Sir Charles
Fitzpatrick. Forty-one bills were as-
sented to before the Easter adjourn-
ment, making the total for the ses
sion so far 149,

The Maritime Provinces did not fig.
ure largely in the bills, among those
having a-direct eastern concern be-
ing the following, respecting the Que-
bec and New Brunswick Rallway Co.;
to incorporate the Restigouche RIi-
parian Association; to incorporate the
Moncton and Albert Railway Co.; to
authorize the government of (nnnds
to acquire by lease, a certain line of
railway in the Province of New Bruns-
wick.

GRAND FALLS NEWS,

Grand Falls, May 18,—Mrs. Richard
‘Wheeler, who has been the guest of
her daughter, Mrs, C. A. Kirkpatrick,
returned to her home in Florenceville,
on Saturday.

Miss Helen Hallett left here on
Thursday for Banff, B. C,, where she
has accepted a position as telegraph
operator in the new C. P. R. hotel.
“ Rev. H. C. Fraser, who has been
pastor in the Presbyterian church
here for the past eight years, left on
Friday for Calais, where he will stay
two weeks, then going to Vancouver,
B. C., where he will make an extend-
ed trip. Mr. Fraser has left many
friends here. His work in the church
has proved a great success.

Mrs. Willard Kitchen, of Frederic.
ton, is spending a few days with Mrs.
Douglas Hooper.

Clayton Fleming, of St
spending a few days in town.

Clarence Estabrooks returned home
on Wednesday after a trip to Quebec.

Fred McCluskey has returned home
from a trip to Quebec,

Miss Vernice Martin entertained a
number of her young friends on Wed-
nesday evening. A number of those
present were: Zeta McCluskey, Ella
‘Willett, Annie Long, Dulorous Long,
Edna Martin, Mary McLaughlin,

Miss Bertha Kelly i'l spending a
few days in town.

John is

Police Court. .

Before Judge Ritchie, at a special
sitting of the police court, Friday
ng, Mrs. May Ellen Watters, of
atters’ Landing, on the St. .lnhn

river, gave evidence in the case
Frank Spragg, chll’l‘ﬂ with the theft
of a talking machine, records and oth-
er lﬂlclll from the summer home of
D. R. Jack, at Duck Cove. Detective
Killen, who has been successfully
wwhu on the case, went up river
and accompanied Mrs. Wat.
tm to the city. ln her evidence she
sald that Frank Spragg, his bmher.

and two oﬁmr men, called at

houge with talking machine md
records. Ha said that he and his
brother p: as much as $15 for re-
. Spragg was further remanded.

Mrs. Watters
day,
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Ink in the.world,

W. G. M. SREPITERD, MONTREAL, SOLE AGENT FOR CANADA.

HOTELS.

Dufferin,
Mrs H E Palmer, Oak Point; W A
Morrison, Norton; John 8wift, Minto;

L C Ingalls, Lubec; F L Magee, Monc-
ton; Misa 8 M Emack, Fredericton;
W R Finson, Bangor; P O Soulls,

Halifax; L. M' Trask, Yarmouth; F 8

Lister, Fredericton; E R Emmerson,

Jr, Amherst; P R Ward, Yarmouth;

D L Shephard, Ponl;nd; J F Bow-
N

den, Toronto; H Travers,
Bridgewater, N 8.
Victor!

a.

J Maher and wife, Brownville Jet;
F M Wright, Fredericton; W J Coo-
ney, Jacksonville; Mrs Ches McGa-
bey, Toronte; D J Barrett, Crouch:
ville.

Royal.
W. M. Leith, Toronto; C. D. Kean,
New York; A. W. Cliffe, London, Eng.;
H. B. Kille, J. Kille, Ottawa; A. L.
Jacobs, Boston: E, B. Mosher, Aroos:
took; J. Christie, W. A. Brennan, P.
E. Island; P, S. Petae, Aberdeen,
Scotland; H. V., Clemens, 1.. SBhapiro,
Montreal; G. Silverman, Boston; F.
P, Smith, New York; G. A. Cameron,
London, Eng.; H. Hayden, Ottawa; H.
W, Wallace, J. M. Hopyear, Halifax;

A. W. Joyce, Montreal; F, N. Scho
field, Toronto; G. G. King, Chipman;
J. A. Marois, St. Romuald, Que.; G.
B. Burchell, Joggins Mines; Mr. and
Mrs. A. D. Johnston, St. Stephen; D.
R. Crow, Providence; H. H. Nelson,
Allerton, Pa.; H. A. McKenzie, Spring-
hill; C. W. Splus, Toronto; P. M.
Robinson, J. F. McDonald, T. J, Crean
Montreal; G. E. Dies, E. D. Cobn,
Toronto; D. L. Shepard, Portland, G.
H. Corbett, Annapolis Royal; W. L.
Dingee and Son, Oaklahoma; J. C.
Knecht, London, Eng.; A. BEbling,
New York.

———————
To Investigate Sanitoria.

It 1s expected that Mrs. Jordan,
Hon. Dr. Landry, Hon. C. M. Robin-
son and Dr. A, F. McAvenney will
lenve this week for Boston and other
American cities for the purpose of ine
vestigating the work of various sanis
tariums and of securing a medical
superintendent to take charge of the
Jordan Memorial Sanitorium, at Riv.
er Glade. They will go first to Boston
to consuit with Dr, Lock, of the tub-
erculosis sanitorium there, who has
already assisted the commissioners in
various ways and who will advige them
regarding the best places to visit,

FINE WATCHES

OFf Every Description
Split-Seconds, Chronographs and Repeating Watches
for presentation purposes.

Sporting Watches, Timers, Nurses' Watchss,

FERGUSON & PAGE

Diamond Importers and Jewelers
471 K hq Stroet

PINEAPPLES !

Phone—543,

3pecial prices on FLORIDA PINES.--2 for 25¢,

F. E. Williams Co. Ltd.

PINEAPPLES !

Better Than Ever

This spring we have a
large and well-assorted
stock of

Office and Commercial
Stationery
Try “Government”
Blotting Paper
The Best Made

BARNES & CO., 84 Prince William St.
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