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“Go Into Peace.”

A SERMON DELIVERED AT UNION CHAPRYL, MANCHRSTER,
BY REV. ALEXANDER MACLAREN, D, D,

“ And He said to the woman, thy faith hath saved
thee, go in peace."’—Luke vii, 50.

We find that our Lord twice, and twice only, employs
this form of sending away those who had received bene-
fits from His hand. On both occasions the words were
addressed to women : once to this woman, who was a
sinner, and who was gibbetted by the pt of the
Pharisee in whose house the Lord was ; and once to that
poor sufferer who stretched out & wasted hand to lay upon
the hem of His garment, in the hope of getting healing
~filching it away unknown to the Giver. In both cases
there is great tenderness ; in the latter case even more so
than in the present, for there He addressed the tremulous
invalid as ** daughter ;* and in both cases there is a very
remarkable connection hinted at between faith and

* peace ; ‘* Thy faith hath saved thee, go in peace.”

I.—Now, there are three things that strike me about

these words ; the first of them is this—
DISMISSAL OF THE WOMAN,

One might have expected that our Lord wonld have
flung the shield of His companionship, for a little while
at any rate, over this penitent, and so have saved her
{r)m the scoffs and sneers of her neighbors, who knew
that she wasa sinner. One might have supposed that
the depth of her gratitude, as expressed by her costly
offering, and By her tears, would have spoken to His
Beart, and that he would have let her stop beside Him
for a little while ; but no | Jesus said to her, in effect :
““ You have got what you wished ; go away, and take care
ofit” Such a dismissal is in accordance with the way
in which He usually acted. For very seldom indeed -do
we find that He summoned any individual to His side
after he had gathered the first nuclets of four disciples,
Generally he broke the connection between Himself and
the recipi of His benefits at as early a moment as
possible, and dismissed them, And that was not only
because He did not wish to be surrounded and hampered
by a crowd of alightly attached“disciples, but for two
other reasons ; one, the good of the people themaselves,
and the other, that, scattered all over northern Palestine,
they might, in their several circles, become centres of
light and evangelists for the King, He dispersed them
that He might fling the seed broadcast o'er the land.

Jesus Christ says to us; if we have been saved by our
faith, *“Go I"" And he intends two things thereby.
First, to teach us that it is good for us to stand by our-
selves, to feel responsibility for the ordering of our lives,
not to have a visible Presence at our sides to fall back
upon, but to grow by solitnde. There is no better way
of growing reliant, of becoming independent of circum-

and in the depths of our own hearts being calm,
than by being deprived of visible stay and support, and
thus drawing closer and closer to our unseén Companion,
and leaning harder aud heavier upon Him. *' It is
expedient for you that I go away.” Hor solitude and
self-reli which ic_bottomed upon self-distrust and
reliance upon Him, are the things that make men and
women strong. So, if ever He carries us into the desert ;
if ever He leaves us forsaken and alone, as we thiuk ; if
ever He seems—and sometimes He does with some
peolpe, and it is only ing—to withdraw Himself
from us, ‘it is all for the one purpose, that we may grow
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“ not knowing what he said.”” But there was a demoniac
boy down there with the rest of the disciples, and they
had been trying in vain to free him from the incubus that
possessed him. And as long as that melancholy case was
appealing to the sympathy and help of the transfigured
Christ, it was no time to stop up there. Although Moses
-and Elias were there, and the voice from God was there,
and the Shekinah cloud was there, all was to be left, to
go down and do the work of helping a poor, struggling
child. So Jesus Christ says to us, ** Go, and remember
that work is the end of emotion, and that to do the
Master's will in the world is the surest way to realize his
presence."”

II.—Now, the second point I would suggest is—

THR RELIGION INTO WHICH CHRIST ADMITTED THIS
WOMAN,

It is remarkable that in the present case, and in that
other to which I have already referred, the phraseology
employed is not the ordinary one of that familiar Old
Testament leave-taking salutation, which was the "‘good-
bye!" of the Hebrews, ‘‘Go in peace.”” But we read
occagionally in the Old Testament a slight but eloquent
variation, It is not “Go im peace,” as our Authorized
Version has it, but ‘' Go into peace,” and that is a great
deal more than the other. “ Goin peace'’ refers to the
momentary emotion ; ‘‘ Go into peace '’ seems as it were,
to open the door of a great palace, to let down the ba:i-
rier on the borders of a wide, and to send the person
away upon a journey through all the extent of that
blessed country. Jesus Christ takes up this as he does a
great many very ordinary conventional forms, and puts
a meaning into it. El had said to Hannah, “ Go into
peace.” Nathan had said unto David, ** Go into peace.’’
But Eli and Nathan could only wish that it might be so ;
their wish had no power to realize itself. Christ takee
the water of the conveutional salutatior, and turns it
into the wine of a real gift. When he says, '‘Go into
peace,’’ he puts the person into the peace which he wish-
es them, and his word is like a loving creature, avd ful.
fils itself.

So he says to each of us: ** If you have been saved by
faith, I open the door of this great palace. I admit you
across the boundaries of this great country. I give you
all possible forms of peace for yours.” Peace with God—
that is the foundation of all—then peace with ourselves,
80 that our inmost nature need no longer be torn in
pieces by contending emotions—* I dare not’ waiting
upon ‘I wounld,” and ** I ought '’ and ** I will " being in
continual and iuternecine coaflict; but heart and will,
and calmed conscience, and satisfied desires, and pure
affections, and lofty emotions being all drawn together
into one great wave by the attraction of his love, as the
moon draws the heaped waters of the ocean round the
world. So our souls at rest in God may be at peace
within themselves, and that is the only way by which
the discords of the heart may be tuned to one key, into
harmony and concord ; and the only way by which wars
and tumults within the soul turn into tranquil energy,
and into ce, which is not stagnation, but rather a
mightier force than was cver developed when the soul
was cleft by discordent desires, :

In like manner, the man thatis at peace with God,
and q ly with himself, is in relations of har-
mony with all things and with all events., *‘ All thin,
are yours if ye are Christ's.’”” '‘The stars in their

) fought against Slsera,” b Sisera was fight-
ing against God, and all creatures, and all events, are at
enmity with the man who is in antagonism and enmity
to him who is Lord of them all. But we have peace
with God, and peace with ourselves, then, as Job says
‘‘ Thou shalt make a league with the beasts of the field
and the stones of the field shall be at peace with thee.”
**Thy faith hath saved thee ; go into peace.”

R ber that this d which is likewise

to be mature men and women, mot always children,
depending upon go-carts of any kind, and nurses' hands
and leading-strings. Go, and alone with Christ realize by
faith that you are not alone. Christian men and women,
have you learnt that lesson—to be able to do without
anybody and anything because your whole hearts are
filled, and your courage is braced up and strengthened,
by the thought that the absent Christ is the present
Christ ?

There is another reasonm, ‘as I takeit, for which this
separation of the new disciple from Jesus was 8o appar-
ently {lessly and perpetually enforced. At the very
moment when one would have thought it would have
done this woman good to be with the Lord a little while
longer, she is sent out into the harshly judging world.
Ves, that is always the way by which Christian men and
women that have ived the blessing of salvati
throngh faith can retain it, and serve Him—by going
out among men and doing their work there. The woman
went home. I daresay it was a home, if what they said
about her was true, that sorely ded the I i

a promise and a bestowal, bids us progress in the peace
into which Christ admits us. We should be wingly
unperturbed and calm, and there is mo {:y t calm,
when all is said and done. We should more and
more tranguil and at rest ; and every day there shounld
come, as it were, a deeper and more substantial layer of
tranquility enveloping our hearts, a thicker armour
against murbmon. and calamity, and tumnuit,

T~ now there is one last point here that I
would suggest, namely :—
THE CONDITION ON WHICH WK SHALL ABIDE IN THX

LAND OF PRACE,

Our Lord said to both these women : ‘‘ Thy faith
hath saved thee,”” To the other ome it was even more
needful to say it than to this i ti
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wicked, but if I were holding it up yesterday, and have
dropped it to-day, then there is nothing between me and
them, and I shall be wounded and burned before long.
No past religious experience avails for present needs.
If you would have *‘ your peace '’ to be ** as the waves of
the sea,” your trust in Christ must be continnous and
strong. T’he moment you cease trusting, that moment
you cease being peaceful. Keep behind the breakwater,
and you will ride smoothly, whatever the storm. Venture
out ond it, and you will be exposed to the dash .of
the waves, aud the howling of the tempest. Vour own
past tells you where the means of blessing are. It was
your faith that saved you, and itis as you go on believing
that you * Go into peace.”’—London Baptist Times
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Yet We Say We Love Him.

A PFAVER MEETING TALK FOR THR LATITUDE OF AM
HERST, VET SUITRD RLSEWHERK-

Do we treat anybody else so ungratefully as we do our
Christ, ‘‘whom we say we love.” If any member of my
family was in peril, and I was helpless to succer them ;
is there one person here tonight who would not come to
the rescue even at a sacrifice, Of Christ's great family
whota he has Greated, loved and died for, millions are in
hopelesa distress snd deadly peril every hour ; and Christ
himself is powerless to save them without our co-opera-
tion. He commands and pleads with ns to “go" and
rescue them, Vear after year we treat his commands
with stolid indifference aud yet we say we love him,

Do we coldly as's matter of babit put in s few cents or
dollars on the collection plate once a month. Of the
twelve collectiona (apart from the Woman's Soclety and
the Sabbath school) the part golng to Foreign missions
is 80 very small, If we possessed the right spirit of con
secration we could easily make it hundreds aud perbaps
thousauds of dollars, and yet we say we love him !

I talked with a sister with large intellectual and finan
cial ability. She responded. *'Ves, the sisters in our
.odelyorz the one dollar per year, but there are so
many of them that forget to pay the dollar when the year
comes round.’ How sad that our sisters are in the bond-
age of paying only once a year, with the danger of sleeyp-
ing all the rest of the yeur after the dollar is pald. Whe
will introduce the divine system of paying weekly or
even monthly, and thus increase the annual giving of the
sisters manifold. And yet we say we love bim. Is love
worthy of the name unless it s us to acts of sell-
sacrifice? Aud does not the condition of the two mill ion
Telugus committed to ue by Christ, in order that we
through him might save them, demand self-sacrifice.
Who lays it to_heart, that we have in India only one

isni y and his help for every 000 Telugus ?
And yet we say we love him. Rev. L. C. Archibald esti-
mates that only one hundred thousand out of the two
million Telugus hear the voice of our mitsionaries even
once in a year, and we call that giving the gospel to the
two million Telugus. And yet we say we love him. Is
it true that within the limits of this convention we have
one pastor for every 250 members or of 500 adherents ?
Is there not here evideace of thoughtless selfishness?
Are we more deserving than the Telugus? No, in no
wise ! The gospel of the grace of God alone has made
us to differ. Onght we not to divide up with them?
Shall we not send to our Telugus twenty-five of our pas-
tors and give them some chance to hear abount Jesus and
his love.

What about our young minister’s. -Dr, Mnninﬁ says
that only one of them has offered to go, and he will not
be ready for -one year. They all love Jesue—but love is
not simply a senl t. Does not true love constrain to
en intelligent action. Will it not seek to spend
itself, where it is most ne:ded ? Is not the need one
thousand-fold greater in the Telugu field ? The result of
past experience in heathen lands teaches that ten times
as many souls will be won by a given amount of labor as
when spent in this land. And though they say they love
him yet none offer to go. Sisters, ers, and young
mi visters, is our love genuine ?

Are we all enchained by habits of indifference to our
Lord's ueendl:_lp command to ** go.”” Has this indiffer-
ence been inherited, fostered, ged, until indiffer-
ence is our normal condition? Who can tell us what
kind of dynamite will break through the crust of this in-
difference ? The love of Christ in us is the only power
that can do it. What if we have silently formed the
habit of saying it by our acts, ** We will not permit the
love of Christ to constrain us to cease laying nup treasure
upon earth as our chief good, nor will we use our invest-

f nor our interest income for Christ's work,
though of course I will give my one*dollar per year and
perhaps nou'md my pin money.” And yet we say

Is it not su ely reasonable that intelligent love to
Christ nhenkr::mnln us toat once send twenty-five
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poor P , be-
cause that other one had the notion that, somehow or
other, she could steal away the blessing of healing by
contact of her finger with the robe of Jesus. Therefore
he was careful to lift her above that sensuous error, and to
show her what it wasin her that had drawn healing
.‘“virtue’ from him. In sabstance he says to her : “Thy
faith, not thy , has joined thee to me ; my love,
not my garment, has ed thee."
There have been and still are many copyists of the

ing

which she now would bring. She had been a centre of

evil. She was to go away back to the very place where
she had been such, and to be a centre of gocd. She was
to contradict her past by her present which would ex-
plain itself when she said she had been with Jesus. For
the yery same reason for whick to one man that besought
to be with him, he sald, ** No, no : go away home and
tell your friends what great things God.hasdone for
you"—he said to this woman, and he says to you and
me, ‘' Go and witness for me.” Communion with him is
blessed, and it is meant to lssue in service forhim. “Let
us make here three tabernacles,” said the Apostle ; and
there was scarcely need for the parenthetical comment,

's mistake, who have ascribed too much healin
and saviug power to ext sacraments, rites a
ceremonies. If their faith is real and their longing
earnest, thty!et their blessing, but they need to be
d d to d more clearly what is the human
condition of receiving Christ's sa: power, and that
mhmlld finger l:v&.t‘uo to do with "‘th
uence two -ﬂ-p ¢ one ng

out t:&nndoﬂ all . the y the
bestowment of the great of perfect
that the peace is

to the Telugus ? What is the one hindrance

to our raising the extra fifty-thousand dollars per year to

support their work ? Oaly this and—nothing more—the

iron clad habit of not doing it. No innovation upon our

gwgnhhlumbe-llowd. And yet we say we love
m

died without hope. And m‘n say we love him.
hat there are wlt;hln the limits
of our church

four ‘each man ? is,

;‘ent:ml-’ne:m mf::d:iuoolth-nlmd‘
wo, or four missionaries at

per year, g' one thing hinders them from ’&2




