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They Do Not Understand.
. Mr. Samuel Gompers, like the great labor leaders
of Great Britain, is heart and soul with those - who
‘want fo win the war. ‘“The man who does not con-
tribute his gervice in this great cause of freedom and
democracy,” he said, “does not understand the spirit
of the times.” it

There could not be a more practical or more philo-
sophic summing up -of the situation. It is lack of un-
derstanding that divides those who above all others
should support the cause of democracy in this struggle.
We can see the result written large in Russia of this
lack of understanding, vielding to prejudice, pushing
- of a temporary class interest to the detriment of per-
manent popular interests.

The great cause of freedom and democracy rests
squarely at present on the shoulders of those who are
fighting the supporters of autocracy and tyranny, ana
every stroke aimed against the friends of the army,
the supporters of the democracy, for whatever reason
or excuse, however plausible, is a stroke against de-
mocracy and liberty. - \

The forces of autoeracy ‘are S0 strong that every
effort that democracy can muster is needed not only
to win, but to shorten the-conflict that .is draining the

—life-blood of the nation, and spending its treasure at
& rate that must increase the burden to the extent
that the war is prolonged. Whi.le we are quarreting_
about thousands in profiteering or untaxed incomes
we are spending millions in the delay our quarreling
.imposes. We can quarrel to our heart’s ¢ontent after
the war ‘s over; but’ of all the foolish things, the,
things dictated by lack of understanding, it is to see
& great nation pgolonging the daily expenditure of
millions ‘while pea-nut policies are being threshed out
for the benefit of doctrinaires and theorists. It is like
stopping fo argue /whb will pay for the water while
the house is burning down. .

There is more than money involved. There are
all the preéious lives of which every day added to tae
war by our obstinate holding back and refusal to co-
operate to our fullest'extent, robs the country. ;All‘
this is due to lack of understanding, to the want of
& sense of proportion. It is the same fatal weakness
that lost Esau his inheritance for a mess of pottage.
Those who would sell the fate of humanity, the liber-
ties 'of the race, the cause of democracy, for a tem-
porary personal gain are worse. than Esau, for they
are in no such extremity. ‘

There are many very worthy people who are re-
solved to vote against the Union .government for one
reason or another, not one of which reasons can be
set up for a moment against the treasure and . the
lives that are spent in' the prolongation: of the1 war
that their opposition entails, or would entail if it'were
successful,  They do not think; they do not reason
about this tremendous responsibility, They put the
consideration aside. They profess they want to win
the war, and that they are only taking their course
as a prqtest against errors and mistakes. It is a fine
protest to make to have a few more thousands of our
brave fellows slaughtered, a few more billions added
to our aational debt, \

Mr. Gompers sums up their wholé difficuity in a
sentence. They do not understand the spirit of the
times, The things they fear will never come to pass,
for tho' the delay they cause may double the sum of
our sacrifice in blood and treasure we shall see the
victory if it takes ail ‘we have. The cause of demo-
- eracy is greater than'the cause of any party, or-any
class, or any theory, for it is the cause of the people
and of all the people. When all the people stand on
an equal footing- internationally they can settle the
questions that affect them nationally., But first things
ghould come first, and the war is the big first thing
over which there should be no division, and for which
individuals and minorities might ennoble themselves
by accepting the soldier’s example of self-effacement
in battle. o

Insuring the Nation,
Toronto has $256,000,000 to subscribe to the Vie-
tory Loan befor¢ Saturday night at 12 o’clock.
Judges say it can be done easily,

Good
It can be done, that
is to say, if those who have the money are willing to
lend it. Those who can, and are unwilling, either do
not understand their opportunity—and it is g highly
profitable opportunity—and their privileger—and it is
& great and patriotic privilege—-or else they wish to
assist the Germans and weake

n our Dominion national
strength.

It is reported that a man in Kitchener warned his
friends not to buy the bonds, because if the Germans
won they would be worthless. ‘And he managed to
convey the impression that the Germans would win,
for his words prevented the purchase of bonds.

This is just the point. He and men like him want
the Germans to win, and one of the ways of helping
them to Wi}} is to cut off supplies from the Canadian
armies and all the other alliéd armies so that the Ger-
mans may have an easy battle. If the
the bonds would be of no value—but why?

Because Germany would enter into possession of
Canada, confiscate all wealth as an iademnity, and
there woulq be nothing left of value in the country,
neither mortgages, nor bank accounts, nor title deeds,
nor land, nor houses, nor anything A victorious
Germany in the spirit of Prussia would make us
hewers of wood and drawers of water for.generations
to"come, and Belgii g and Serbia would be paralleled
in Quebec and Ontario if any resistance were offered
to the German occupation.

There are hundreds of thousands of Canadians
who do not yet apparently know what this war. is
fought for, and who are slack in military service and
slack In monetary service because they do not under-
stand. They must be reached and taught what thi:
Victory Loan means.

yermans win

else.
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‘garded the plain provisions of the act. ‘They have|

.will be his policy as long as he is minister of militia,

It is more to them and their |

on the highest, security of

Many of the most sincere advocates of Union gov-

proceeded upon the theory that every able-bodied man
between 20 and 34 should be in the trenches: They
have forgotten that the army must be fogl, as ‘must
the people at home engaged In maintaining that army
at the front. They have also forgotten that in‘:.thjll
war we not only have to teed our civil population and
our soldiers at the front, but we are also required to
gupply great quantities of food to the mother country
and to the ‘allied .nauons.,- _ iyt PR

In some cases we learn that officers representing
the militia department have made a house-to-house
canvass for the purpose of discouraging men entitled
to exemption from making proper application to the
local tribunals. In other cases the tribunals have
exempted men entitled to exemption, but at the same
time have lectured them for asserting their rights.
In still other sections exemptions have been improvi
dently refused. : ;

The man who produces food is.just as necessary
for the winning of the war as the man who fights in
the trenches. He may not be performing as high or
dangerous a duty, but he is“performing a duty no less
essential. - The country today needs more production
as badly as it needs more men. The government re-
cognizes this, and proposes to curb the misguided zeal
of the local tribunals. Anyong engaged in farming as
an occupation who has been refused exemption may

minister of justice. Not only this, but the minister
of militia has promised to henorably discharge and
return to the land any farmer’'s son who is needed on
the land. Speaking on this subject at Dundas last
Saturday General Mewburn said:

“Farmers’ soils who are honestly engaged in
the production of food will be exempt from mili-
tary service, and if I continue to be minister o1
militia I will give you my word that if farmers’
sons who are honestly engaged in farm worxk
and the production of foodstuffs—if they are not
exempted By the tribunals and are called up for
military service—I will have them honorably dis-
charged from {he Canadian expeditionary force,
provided they go back to the farms, because it is
very important that we should increase our pro-
duction of foodstuffs.” : &2 !

General Mewburn stands by this statement. It

and the prime minister says it will be the policy o1
the Union government. The farmers of Canada may
therefore take it for granted that the land is mot to
be stripped of labor; that agnicultural production is
not to be curtailed, and that young men from the

speedily restored to the land.
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The War Goes Well,~ &3
i R L X £ ¥
Our expectations as expressed after the first Ger-
man rush into Ttaly are being confirmgd, and the ie-
sistance of the Italian army has risen to such a point
that the offensive. was taken aind made progress in
breaking the German first and second lines. General
Maurice, of the British staff, gives the' Italiafis  fuil
credit for having done this eniirely themselves, and
he is confident that the German onset is stemmed.

The heavy weather which the Germans have Bx-
perienced in the mountains, blizzards holding up their
transports and heavy .guns, is what they might have
expected, and is further evidence that the Italian ex-|s
pedition awas a desperate exploit undertaken in ‘the
hope of gaining emough ground to make a peace har-
gain on. General Maurice. believes that the German
impact is now broken, and, as we surmised, this leaves
the central nations notably weaker as the result of
their attack. _They have suffered severely at Cambrai,
also, and the war in Flanders is altogether against
them.

d
C

The resolve of the British to pursue the campaign
thru the winter will do more to inspirit our own sol-
diers and dishearten the enemy than anything else
could. With a good firm frost the mud will disappear.
Roads will be in splendid order, and sleighing may
even be possible. Any sort of movem@nt in ‘bracing,
cold weather is to be preferred to freezing in the
trenches; and open fighting under such conditions will
be the choice of British, and especially Canadian
troops, while the Germans, driven into the open, will
be Joth to abandon tneir defences, which they will be
unable to duplicate in frozen ground. Snow and ice

barricades may be attempted, but they could only be
very temporary shelters.

J

If Germany-had the material with which to fight
she would be fighting now at Cambrai as she once
fought at Verdun, and she would fight at Passchen-
daele as she once fought at Ypres. But she is shorn
of her strength. The virtue is gone out of her. Hence
her surprise attack in Italy, skilfully planned, and
with a c\hauce_ of success, but without sufficient force
to overwhelm an alert, skilful and g determined leader
like the Italian geuneral. Hence also her attempts to
debauch Russia with fair words and some gold. Hence
her inability to support her Turkish allies in Palestine
or in Mesopotamia.

These things are significant of the fact that the
tide of war has turned or is on the turn. The tide-
rip shows clearly on the several fronts, and all that
we have to do is to strengthen our forces and carry
on until the enemy capitulates, It may be a year, it
may be more, but We are not on the losing side,

And He is Dead.

He had the plowman’s Strength

In the grasp of his hand. *

He could see g crow

Three mile away

And the trou beneath the stone.

He could hear the green oats growing
And the sou'west making rain: .
And the whee] upon the hill

Wihen it left the level road.

He could make a gate, and dig a pit,

fire insurance premiums. Aad yet this premium is

And plow as straight as stone can fa
And he is dead.—E, R., in The Na.ﬁon)%
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silent 8 un-
e * |opening sitting of the annual meeting

Methodist individual |of the Commission of Conservation
or the Methodist Church, As a church-Lere this morning was the annual ad-
we have never hesitated to express our|dress of the chairmen, Sir Clifford.
convictions when any great moral issue
was before the>community, and there !
can be mu doubt that the strong stand
Which duz, iéaflems have tlten upon sudk Power development. He suggested that
occasions has helped greatly in molding {7 internarional commrission
public opinjoi. And now, when we face |
the greatest and the gravest issue in our
whole nationul history, surely we shoul |ment and diviswon ‘of power between
épeak out wilh all honesty and earnest- |the United Statss and Canada. acl
With over 400 of our preathers in
khaki, with searcely’ a parsonage in all
the land relaining a son of military age,
with few, if any, of cur churches without {decliring thut there is no hranch of
a muster roll of .men who have volun-
teered for active eervide, and with an
ever-growing list of wounded and dead |
heroes, surely, our pulpits and our people
would be justiffed if they had much to
say ahout the one great issue which the |atill a prisoner in the hands of the'
/ . prezent election campaign brings before
hayve- his case reheard on appeal by applying to the|us,
Last week the figures showed that
there were 10,93 returned soldier patients
0] o stre ! hospi
commission. someand 1n Canada, aos on [EOReTal terme. — The whote, wortd has
Nov. 7 there were 19,059 Canadian cas-
-Jualties in the hospitals of the United”
Kingdom, a total of 30,012 Canadians in
the hospitals in Britain and Canada atone. | b said, however, that in Canada we
And over 30,000 Canadians sleep some-
where in France or Belgium. And the re-
cent casualties at Passchendaele alone,
according to report, totaled about 25 |Gegree
per cent. cf the men engaged. Is Canada
doing her share? We think she is. And
in Britain and Europe and the United
States men aro talking of our Canadian
boys, and history will hand down _ thely
deeds and tell, of their epirit.thru the
1"{ ceritiiries! that ard to come. ' Peace- loving
boys they are, but better fighters never
drew breath, =
But the ranks are getting thin, and the
cry is ever for more men. Shall we gend |l!iCTeased value of pulpwood, he says.
them, or shall we not?
who say that Canads has done enough,
but we ¢annot believe that they repre-
sent the spirit of the Canadian
Most Canudians believe that we have no
more call to stop in the middle of the
war than have any other people.

oatv b

. of half-Ire
diffefenc m:.?cma ;
heartedly and self)
‘| great enterprise untfi™the end. The va-
cant. ranks nyust:
In justice to th

Sifton.  Probably tihe’ most, outsmand-
ing recommendation made by the
Chairman was one in regard to water

should
be nained as a meabs of guarantesing
the best and most econdomical develop-

Sir Clifford also dwel upon the ne-
cessity’ of eliminating political patron-
age in connection with forestry work,

the puvlic service that will henefit
more by the abolition of patronage.

In his opening remiurks the chairman.
#aid thut it was a maitler of regret to
members of the commission that Hon.
Dr. Beland, one of its members, is

Germans. .
World  Instructed.

“We are,” said the chairman, “no
longer under the necessity of preach-
ing the doctrine of conservation in

wveen taught the necessity for conser-
'vation ot all kinds ‘of resources by
Lhe inexorable necessity of preserving
the means of subsistence. It cannot

| have ye! arrived at a proper concep-
{Lon of the economiic utilization of our
tesources. - We still persist in a great
s in the crude and wusteful
niethods naturally characteristic of a
country where resources are ' abun-
cant and where many cf those who
are engaged in their exploitation are
totally lacking in the -scientific edu-
catioa which is necessary in order to
make the best use of that which is
piaced in thelr hands.” 3 e
Sir Clifford notes that a new era kas
'begun in the matier of pretecting (n-
tario’s forests from fite. The greatly

has resulted in simplifying the gues-
tion of fire protection in the new 'set-
tlements of O:tario and Quebec, ' T
settler now knows that his pulpw

is worth préserving. ' This sitydtion
has stimulatel  settlemont in  the
northern portions of both provinces,
They {and there is some darger that the de-
“beenjmand for timber lands for settlement
serable | PUrposey may resnlt in the opening up
edness and in- of areas where tha soil is unfitted for
cingly” by the

There are some

people, |

agriculture. ; g
Patronage  in Forestry. :

Coming to.the maitter of the putron-~

age«evil,  Sir Clifford said:: I desire

P# fHled ‘and képt filled. { ¢, repeat’ and emphasize the necessity
e men who are there, as :

well as to the bonor. of our own good
name, we- must do that. . :

And Léw can we’ best do that?
is the one and only ‘issue of the present
electiont carapaign. If voluntaryism would
fill the ranks, and keep them full, most
of us would stand for it,
ways it is not the fairest or most just
way, But it will not, and cannot now,
do wbkat must in honor anmd fairness pe
In all sanity anhd reasonableness
administeredf by a Urnfon
s the solution, the heaven-
ent solution of ‘the crisig of duty that
faces us, i

“What possible hope s there for us in
the counter Proposition?
the opposition to! the Union government
has said with unmictakable energy and
positiveness that he will never conscript
any man for military service. He has
saild without any equivocation that he
will repeal the Militia Act.
to control in Canada at this hour would
throw into hopeless confusion the task
that is laid upon us to do by every ap-
peal that we call binding and precious,
there is but one thing left for us
And if we fail to do it, history
will et it down to our everlasting dis-
credit and disgrace,

Surely as we are citizens i the great
world democracy that is struggling in
death throes to overthrow the monster of
autocracy: surely as We are brothers ang |7il! mest certainly be the duty ot the
S and mothers of the

for eliminacing political patronage in
connection with forestry work. There
is absolutely no possibility of effective
and satisfactory work being done un-
this -is completely carried out. The
awost_flagrant cases' constantly come
und=r our observation, in which, in-
stead o practically trained foresters.
men are appointed who have ubsc-
lutely no qualifications for the iuties
that they are calgd upon to perform
As a matter of fact, once the pation-
age system is eliminated and every in-
stitution having todo with forestry
aid forest protection is placged’ per-
manently upon a merit basis we shall
see such rapid improvement that all
previous progress will by comparison
boe hardly worth mentioning. This is
really the whole questior to be settled
so far as conservation of forests is
concerned. If the men who ' are in
charge are without exception - techni-
cally trained men, seized with the im-
iortance of their work and scientifi-
cally qualified for it, permitted to hire
only those who are qualified to carry
out their instructions and to treat
them absoclutely  upon business prin-
ciples, efficient work will be ths rule
and not the exception. The new
Union government is definitely pledg-
ed to the abolition of political patron-
age with reference to all branches of
the public service. There is no branch
of the public service that will profit
more by the adoption of this principle
ithan that of the forest service, and it

That

tho in many

The leader of

His election

commission of conservation and = ali
who sympathize with its efforts to en-

at St. Ju
len and dea-- “a hald the gavérnment o the

fulfilment of its pledges in this re-

|ment in ths forest service will be oli.
- |minated in every portion of Canada.”

Canadian Public Has Not Con. |

Ottawa, Nov. 27.—The feature of the

. marking that beth the Dominion ana

/

‘{task /of removing the thousand lg- v

spect. 7 .
‘“The principle is now definitely es- |
tablished in British Columbia. A be-
ginning has besen made in Ontarfo. A
goocd beginning has alsc been made in
Quebec. If, now, the principle he de-

Railway Fires.

some cons.deration has
the advisory council
industrial '

.

be dome tham the establishment of a
briguette making industry, and added:
 “The chainnan of our mining commit.
tee, a considerable time ago, after
studying ‘the Question, moved for the

ntment of an inspector of mines
in western Canada. Instead of rcon-
sulting Dr. Adams and the committee
on minés in making the appeintment.

ory. It stiil

‘ns that - | e qQ 3
remans e fact that wasteful methods 3 g the
lishers.

of mining are permitted thruout west-
Canada.” 3

ern .
Water Power Situation. !
Sir Clifford dealt &t some length
with the water power situation, both
national and international. After re-

United States desire a |
fair division of a: le power, "he|
said: “A thoro study of the whole
question 'in leads to the wcon-
clusion that ere is only “one sound
and satisfactory method, of developing
these powers, anfl that is by an inter.
national commission, under which the
sreatest and best use of the powers
will be made, the most economiecal de-
velopment will be effected, a just anc
squitable division of the power wil
take place, and the governments con-
zerned will be able to administer the
nower of Nlagara for the benefit ot
the le wiho are directly Soncerned
in wse. This bold and aggressive
nolicy, #f adopted by the Government
of Canada, will undoubtedly command
the of our people.”

Sir Clifford announced that it was|
the purpose of the commission of con-
servation to undertake wi.thout delay
the preparation of an inventory of the
natural resources of ‘Canada.

CATHOLIC HOSPITAL
‘ " DESTROYED BY FIRE

Inmates Woere |
Lost

Tho the Thousand !
® Resoued, Chief of Police
His Life. "

St. Hyaecinthe, Que|, Nov. 28. — The
$600,000 Hotel Dieu Hospital here
was completely destroyed by fire this
morning, and Chief of Police Foisy
lost bis life while assisting in ‘the

‘mat of the hospital. ~ * X

' 'The"thérmometer was down.to 2zero.
and after; being got.out ofthe.hospi-
tal,« the inmates, who. included pa-
tients, orphaned children and aged
fojk, had a hard time until accommo-
ddtion. in houses thruout the.town
was found for them.’

The institution, like timﬂar ‘hospi- |y

tals, dotted all over Quebec. was
managed by the Grey Nuns. It con-
sisted of three stone buildings

Chief of Police Foisy dropped
from exhaustion and exposure just
as the work of removing the infirm
and aged was being completed. Fire
Chief Bourgeois had ¢gne foot serious-
ly injured while Fireman Brunet sus-
tained a broken arm.

The Montreal fire brigade sent
down, an engine and 20 men who
put out the fire in the ‘ruins of the
building.

GUN LACERATED HIS HAND.

Special to The Toronto World.

Belleville, Ont., Nov. ' 28.—Peter
Thompson, a young man residing at
Rossmore, Prince Edward - County,
was yesterday examining a leaded
gun when, it exploded, lacerating his
right hand. He was brought to the
hospital here where it was necessary
to amputate two of his fingers.

AMERICAN INHERITS ESTATE.

New York, Nov. ;8.TBy the death of
Sir Horace Cooper, the baronetcy and
the family estate in England, valued
at $500,000, are inherited By Frank

C. Cooper, chief of the information
bureau \in the office : of i At-
torney kwa.nn, it became known to-

day when Cooper received a letter
“rom the attornevs in England.
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