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Mr. PrMident, Memberi of Coaventioa,

M the iMt convention of this Asaoeiation
yt* Mw fit to appoint a committee whoM
«i^ wai to carry on propaganda looking to
tiM raaetment of a law of Compul«ory School
Atteadaaeo in thii province. The following
BMnban of convention were named to act on
th»t committee: I. O. Vincent (Convener),
9»r. E. I. Bexford /former Sec 'y of the Dept.
tf Pnblie Inat.), C. A. Adams (Pros.), Mies
A«y Norris (Ex-pree.), Sinclair Laird (Dean
of the Bebool for Teachers), Miss I. E. Brit-
teiJi (Vieo-proa.), Mr*. E. A. Irwin (Bepre-

' WlUativo on the Protestant Committee), J.
W. MeOnat (Inspeotor), I. Oammell, W. C.
R. AadetMo (See'y of Committee, 2044 Es-
idasado At*., Montreal).

Owing to the pressure of other duties In-
H>ee(or IfeOuat resigned and Inspector Roth-
•7 waa named by the President to take his
plaee. The committee rei^ret that owing to
tke eontinued indisposition of Mr. Sinclair
Laird they were in large measure deprived
at hia vAloable advice and assistance.

At the first meeting of the committee it

wm decided that as a preliminary to any
qrateiaatic propagandist aetivity, dt was nec-
epiAry to atudy (1) the school attendance
•itiiation in our province and (2) contempo-
rary School Attendance Laws of the sister
provinees, (3) to gather information that
wvnld result in the membera of the commit-
tM beeoming somewhat familiar with the
ekild labour situaition here and with child
Mioar l«(ialation here and elsewhere.
Tkat we oiay more fully appreciate the

rfgaifieanee Of the educational situation in
tmi province, it seems desirable to preface
<*• report with a brief statement of the ori-
gia and prevalence of aeihool attendance laws
among the eomrtnes of the civilized world,
followed by a Mtmniary of recent educational
activities thart imdieate the movement else-
where towards a h^ker standard of educa-
iioii.

TBI OBZOIN AKD VBBVAIiENOB OF
OOMPULTOBT ATTBNBAKOB

It is a miataken idea ta suppose that Pnis-
ai« was the first modern ttato to use com-
gulaion to bring its ehtldflsn to school. It was

I 1713 that Frederick WlUiam I issued or-Mn that were later embodied in a law. But
•0 yeart before, while the predecessor of the
BTCMBt KAiaar was only tha Elector of theMaw <a Brandenburg, «ie oolony of MaaM-
^OMtto, tinongh Urn Gweral Opart, paased an

enactment to "redress the evil caused by the
great neglect of many parents and maaters in
training up their chiltlren in learning wi i la*
hour". Near the close of the 17th century the
Estates of Navarre in France paased a similar
enactment, 20 years at least before Prusaia
did so.

At the outbreak of the war every state in
Europe had acknowledged the principle of an
attendance enactment of some sort, except
Russia. Even Turkey as long ago as 1800
adopted the principle. The Kingdoms that
once formed part of Turkey have all declared
primary education compulsory, and so has
Finland and even the Duchy of Luxemburg.
Several etates of Europe havo extended the
principle to secondary or continuation schools.
The last country to adopt it was Belgium in
May 1914.

'

In the British Empire all Australia and
New Zealand, all of the Union of South Afri-
ca and many of the smaller colonies have
adopted it. All th« provinces of our own
Dominion have adopted it except Quebec.
The only other self-governing part of the Bri-
tish Empire that has not adopted snch a law
is Newfoundland. The Miniater of Education
for Newfoundland admits in a letter to your
Cum-mittee the need for such a law for that
colony and wishea yoir Committee all soeceaa.
And in his last report (1917) the chief In-
spector of Catholic Schools for Newfound-
land urgea the adoption of such a law at least
for the OTties. Will Quebec not follow that
leadt

In the ITnited States of America not a
single State is without some sort of attenil-
anre law; six Htateii adiled such clauses to
their ^education lawn within the last eight
years.

In Asia, Japan has an attendance law; while
in South America several of the Latin repub-
lice have adopted such laws as a part of
their educational systems. At the present
time the matter is ono of much importance
and is being seriouidy considered in Chili,
Peru, Argentina and Uruguay.
The important thing to note regarding all

these countries with Uieir different laws for
enforcing attendance, is that there is abao-

^lutely no case on record of a country that has
resciaded such an enactment. Some of these
laws are not as well enforced as they might
be; but where they have been enforced pro-
perly and for some considerable time, we in'
variably find an intjistent demand for the
extension of the period of compjleion to the


