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Es(|niin.iuxals() ki'|)t uj) their si)irit,s, iind even Kiissiirl;ik,

tlidULjh a wild hcathrn, declared, tliat it was proju-r t.) l)e

thaiikr-il that they were still alive; uddiiiLr, that if they

had remained a little lon^^er on the ici- yesterday all their

liones would have l>een broken in a short time.

Towards noon of the l.'Hh, the weather cleared ii]>, and

the sea was seen as far as the eye could reach, quite cUar

;'nd fri'e from ire: but the weather bein<r very storuiv,

tile Ks({uiniaux could not(|uit tlu' snow-house, which made

them very l()W-sj)irited and midancholy. 'I'hey, however,

-I,(..s».ss on(! advantaii-e namely, the power of iroino- to

sle p when they please, and if need be, they will sleep for

davs and iiio;hts toij^ether.

In the evenini; of the l.')th, tlu- skv became clear, and

their hopes revived. Mark and Joel went out to recon-

noitre, and reported that the i(e had acipiired a consider-

a!)le dci^rcc of solidity, and mii;iit soun afford a safe ]'as-

saije. The poor doirs had uow nearly fasted four days, but

in the pros])ect of a speedy release, the missionaries allowed

to each a few morsels of food. I he temiieratiire of the air

liavin^ been rather mild, it occasioned a nc-w source of

distress, for, from the warmtli of tlie inhabitants, the roof

of the snow-house bejj:an to melt, which occasioned a con-

tinual (Iroppinn;, and by de<;rees made everything- soakinij;

wet. The missionaries considered this the iireatciit hard-

sliip they had to endure, for they had not a dry tiiread

about them, nor a dry place to lie in.

On the iGth, early, the sky ch-ared, but the fine ])ar-

ticlcs of snow were driven alumt like clouds. Their pre-

sent distress dictated the uil-ccssity of venturing somethinsr

to reach the habitations of men, and yet they were rather

aiVaid of passing over th.e newly iro'/on sea, and could not

(b'termine what"to do. Brother Tun-.er went again witli

7\ii,r]v to examine the ice, and both ^oc ined satih.'led that it

liad ac([uired sufficient strength, 'i hey therefore came to

u linal resolution to return to Xain, committing themselves

to the protection of the Lord.

Notwithstanding the wind l.ad considerably increased,

a'companied witli heavy showers of snow I'.nd sl(>et, tliey

ventured to set oil" at h;iir-])ast ten o'clocl; in the forenoon

of the iOth. Mark ran all the way round fviglapeit before

tb.e sl'dp-£>. to iind a ii\jod_ tr;Ac':.and al'uut one o'clock.


