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bam'l of pure wiiie or beer there are the rnnnins of about two.

cents' woi-th of vitiated, poisoned, and fetid nutiiment.

ALCOHOL IN THE BY8TEM.

6 Natural food is digested or decomposed in the stomach by

the action of the oa>^tric Juice ; but the gastric juice cannot di-

gest, decompose, or affect alcohol ; on the contrary, alcohol

affects the gastric juice, decomposes it, ritiates it, andrendeisit

incapable of the proper performance of its functions. Imhrje^-

iihle iUelf\ alcohol prevents ami retanU the dirjestion oj food..

From the digested natural food the blood is in due comse

fm«nished with supplies of noiuishing material to expend through-

out the svstem in repairing the constant Avaste of the human

structm-e' But alcohol flies unbidden hi. the blood, scornmg

the ordinary routine and channels of conveyance, and is floated

alon.^ in and Avith the blood throughout the whole system-not

di^e^ted and assimilated, and a portion of the blood, as the

essences of food become, but in its purity as an acrid, imtant

poison, and an invading foreign foe, as foreign andunnatural anm-

tmder as leaden shot, iron'nails, glass beads, or globules of mercuiy

would be. Its effect upon the blood is to ritiate, inflame, and render

it hicapable of properly performing its work of supplying nour-

ishment where needed, and of canying away and disposmg of

the used-up waf^te material of the system. It wars with and

disorders every function of the various organs, even when only

taken daily or occasionally in small diluted doses. It inflames

and nlcerates the hmermembrane or lining of the stomach, exerts

a most damaging influence on tlie delicate structure of thebram,

attacking and deranging the whole nervous system, and menacmg

all who continue the use ol these noxious and unnatiu:al dmiks

with a futm-e of permanent bodily disease and mental imbecihty.

In no instance do alcohol diinks fulfil the conditions of food or

have the same tendency as wholesome food ;
they cannot nourish,

support, or sustain the body or imparf warmth or strength or

health to it, although they may seem to for a few minutes after

•being imbibed. In whatever guise it may be presented, alcohol
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