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tiiu whole affair of the Chesapeake, on one side as well as the

other, but afioint of ho7iour. The clanger of allowing a 'power

of self-reparation to operate, has been mentioned ; and it is

repeated tnat it is tiine that the people of this country should

become sensible to this danger. Self-reparation was made in

the case ( f Captahi Whitby's squadron, without mn'^.h incon-

venience, because the conpern was small ; but even then, the

measure ought to have been accompanied with an apology for

using it ; but when the measure is made genera)., and when
from the dis:tance of the two governments, it must last for aia-

ny months, the case is widely changed. Thus, the general

Proclamation, which was imposed in July 1307, has lasted

nearly twelve months ; while nothing has. been done to shut

out the French or Spanish navies from our ports, notwithstand-

ing all their enormities.

Mr. Madison asserts tliat Mr. Canning's letter of Septem*
bcr 23d, 1807, had in it " pregnant indications that other ques-

tions and conditions may liave been contemplated, which would
be fbuiid utterly irreconcileable with the sentiments of the Am-
Giican nation.'' This certainly ought not to allude to any ol

the following observations by Mr, Canning; which yet seem
all to which it can allude ; the rest having been repeated on

other occusiona, during the ncgoUation, without material com-
i^icnt. ,/,..,

«,rir,5t ;«-~Ii. is afiirmed by Mr. Canning, tha: the reason fur
itii}uiry{n\:4.Q August 8th imi) asto the Produination, wj,^\o

uaeertaiu the umaunt gf reparation still due, if retaliation had
occurred ; a!id tljc rather, as tlw enemy's vesiicln of war still

entered Jjig American port;i, from wluch those of the British

Averc cKcluded. Secoiully ^—It was also asked whether the

Proclainatii^^ would be withth-awn on tlxc disavowal of the act

uf Admit-Ill U^ikley ; Uic Biitish always distinguishbg be-

tween Ihp rtvtianvition, as the J/ufncan reriedy assumed for

tjiii act, and the concessions to accom/iany thin dinavoiual^ as

tl»c Brltinh rcnitdy offered for it. Thirdly ;--It is also fuithcr

*^ed, wliat WA^ intciule'l by saying that Admiral Berkley had
« naod, aa if Iju hud power to niiike war and decide the cai:B-


