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A')'u)r,Hnj; to t,Iin jinilo?/ of Mfr^'lHli law, a "ourft wonM nn)l>;il»lv hold
timt tli(< union wjn iriovofiiblo, iin 1 tint till' (lin.iliim Oovorniiiont was
boiinl uitlini' to f^ortiply with Min tcriin of fhn .'outnint or- to itiuko I". ill
ooin.KMiH.itioii for fail II ro; but I'>i','lish (!olotii.!s ju-o uliiKxt o;|iin.Uy iti-
(lop ui hmt with .sovoivjif^ri Sfaf,(M of (iooniivo jiicisilidtioti. hunl DulTor-
in'stuli is iMthnr ilipIoMiitii! th 1 1 jii.lidial, inasiim<?h an it is r^Mvis^ary
that, l)()th pirtiiM hIkhiM con mi r in atiy vuli.l Hctthniiont. niiti^.h C )1-

umbia (turwiot conip >1 ('anala to do justico; und, on th(5 other hand, tho
Gov(irnnuuit of thci 1) miinion has no incans of enforcing' tlui niainten-
un !() of til!! fndoral rol.ition. tt in alhi^^.^d, pcu'haps on iuMnlili'intih «,'roiinds
that tlui Hiittlors of Uj)p()r ('anala aninot anxioun to fanilitato by tho
conHtriintiori of roils or railways tho p issajJfc of lOiiroixian inuni'^raidH to
tho rioh lauils of tho Pa(!ili(! coast; but their experience of tluT coniito-
tition of tho Wtistern States oii^^ht to have hIiowm the ifnj»o nibility of
Htoppin;; imm i,<jfrants on their way to aehos(!n pla"(i of K(!ttlem(Uit. Tho
]'Ven di of I^owor ('anada an? stipposed to dislike an in'-n^asc! of tho
Enj^lish and J*rot(,'Ht;uit poi)ulation; but as Ion*,' as the Kastcn-n Pro-
vinces tire only sprinkled witli settleiH, it Hooms unreasonable to eulti-
vate a jealousy of tlie n^mot(! distric^ts on i\u) Pacifie. Jt must bo
obvious to inUdligent eolonists that in proixn-tion to its (U'onomieal
acjvanlases, l?ritish Oobnubia will inerease in \ -ospority und po])ulation
with the aid either of Cmada or the United States. Patriotism would
BUfj^'est the exi)o;[ionoy of cultivatin'.,' tlui connexion which is one of
the conditions of tho future national p.ro.dness of Canaihi; but it is not
Buflicmmtly aet've to })revail ovr^r pcitty motives iuid calculations.

It is lor the En<:jlish Cabirn^t to determine, if thtM-ase unfort.unatfdy
arises, whetlnir tho consent of the Crown sliall Iw given to tho with-
drawal of British Columbia from the union with Canada; but tho
do(!ision of a (lifficult and dan,:?oroiiH iiuestion ou-jflit, if [lossiblo, to bo
evaded. Evim if the Canadians wo.rc^ pniviou^ly indillerent to the'main-
tenance of t)ie presont conmuftion, they would find a gritiviuuu^ in tho
infringemcmt of the into,<.rrity of tluj Dominion. On the other hand,
neither Ji^m^land or Canada nor both together could prov(uit the ^o -os-
Hion of IBritish Columbia, oitlmr from tho Dominion or from tho
Empire. Acisording to the w(d] cstablisluid policy of England, tho
colonies are only r(!taincd as long as the conne(!tion ia voluntury. It
would bo absurd, if it were not impossible!, to ('m})loy for the ma'inton-
an(!0 of the unity of tho Canadian Dominion means wliich havo been by
sjn^,icipation renounced as inapplicable to the assertion of the integrity
of tho Empire. The indepiindcnco of British Columbia would be"" fol-
io wed after no long interval by annexation to the American Union; n(,r
would there be any ground for resenting an arrangement between 'two
foreign communities. If Lord Duilerin fails to satisfy the inhal)itants of
the Provin(!e, he may probably bo able to seciure a reasonable delay bo-
fore the adoption of any irrevocable measure. On his niturn to Ottawa
be will have to conduct a negotiation with his own advisers, who Htill
command tlie Parliamentary majority by whicli tluiy have bcn^n kept in
power throe years. It may bo a question whether their popularity
would not bo endangered by any display of indifrerenc(5 to the risk of
mutilating the Dominion. Sir John Maodonald was su:)port(!d by tho
Parliament of his day when ho engaged to pay a liigh price for tlie ad-
hesion of B.'itish Columbia to tho Union. The same n^asons which


