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hnmanity wa» equal to hit wiUdom'i he would not daughter men ft>i

ihe fQlcpurpofie of deftroying them, without anl'wcriiig any fiid.

The next evidence was Major-General Grey, who Icrupltd not to
^ive hi« opinioo as often as called tor ; and among other things lie laid,

in order to ihew that the Comtnandc-r in Chief could not <«d^ance with
that rapidity which mi|;ht have been expeded after vidorieE, that the
country waa fofuU of wood$, convenient for {unbufcades, and atfurded

{b many advantageous fituations for difputing tlie pafl'age of an ainsy

that the Rebels might hav« difputcd every hundred yards of ground.
Sir Andrew Hammond of the Navy, being next called by L«r«l

Howe, who found hinifelf obliged to call upon tliia Officer, in orderJw
Spofe his evidence to the ipiputatioa thrown out again ll Sir William
owe by X<ord George Germainje in a foimer debate, f«» havin^r failed

to Chelapeak-Bay, when he might have landed his army on the*banJi«

of the Deleware.
SI Andrew, in the courfe of his examination, alTerted, that very great

danger would have attended a landing in that river, as well from the
'rapidity of the tides, which flow three milts and a half an hour, as from
the force of the enemy, which confilled of half, a dozen frigates fta-

tioned at different places, twelve row gallics and between 25 and 30 fire

rafts.—^Thc gallies he had fought two days fucceffively one day for fivt

'hours, the other fix. From thefe difficulties and obftruAions, and from

the motions of Washington's army towards Wilmington, he thought

the expedition to the head of the Elk very expedient and very prudent.

—He, however, admitted that the Commai.dtrs in Chief muft have

been acquainted with all thefe difficulties before they failed from New-
York for the Delaware ; he admitted that an army might certainly

have landed in the Delaware ; but while he admitted the poffibilityof

fuch a meafure, he denied the expediency of it.

Sir Andrew being alked whether Wafhington might not have march-

edfrom Wilmington, to oppofe the landing at the head of the Elk, as

well as he could have marched to the Delaware to oppofe it, both places

being equally diilant from Wilmington ? The witncfs replied, that he

was not fufficientlv acquainted with the march of armies, to be able to

anfwer that queftion

To Qiew the great, inconvenience of landing in the face of the enemy
at Newcaftle, Sir Andrew,' in anfwer to queilions put by Sir William

Howe, informed the Committee, that little ufe coujd have been made
of the line of battle (hips, as it was generally from them the Ihips boats

were manned to land the army : there were 75 boats with 12 men and

an officer in each, in all 975 employed in that fervice ;. and no more

than 3.375 foldicrs could be landed at one trip ; he admitted, however,

that near the Elk the militia of three lower counties on Delaware,' each

corps between four and five hundred ftrong, were in force under tl.e

command of a Brigadier-general. tji*^ '(>.«•>

The next evidence was Colonel Montrofcr, who afted as chief Engi-

neer in America ; he, in anfwer to queftions propofed,' obferved, that

the lines on Long Ifland were fo very ftrong, that, the morning they

were evacuated, it was with great difficulty that he and a corporal s pay

trole of fix mca could get into them to view them. They were find-


