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adherents of the fallen queen was the companion of her

childhood, INIra. Mary Wyatt, sir Thomas Wyatt's sister, who,

faithful through every reverse, attended her on the scaffold.'

To this tried friend Anne Boleyn gave, as a parting gift, her

last possession,—a little book of devotions, bound in gold,

and enamelled black, which she had held in her hand from

the time she left her apai'tmeut in the Tower till she com-

menced her preparations for the block. Mary always wore

this precious rehc in her bosom." Some mysterious last

words, supposed to be a message to sir Thomas Wyatt, the

queen was observed to whisper very earnestly to Mrs. Mary
Wyatt before she knelt down.

It has been said that Anne refused to allow her eyes to

be covered, and that, whenever the executioner approached

her, his purpose was disarmed by his encountering their bril-

liant glances j till, taking off his shoes, he beckoned to one of

the assistants to advance on one side as he softly approached

on the other, and when the queen, deceived by tlds subter-

fuge, tmTied her eyes in the direction whence she heard the

steps, he struck her head off with one blow of the Calais

sword.^ The account given by the Portuguese spectator of

this mournful scene is as follows :—" And being minded to

say no more, she knelt down upon both knees, and one of her

> Life of Wyntt, in Strawberry-hill MSS,
" In Singer's learned notes to the memorials loft by sir Thomas Wyatt of Aiiiie

BolejTi, there is a minute description of a httle l)ook, which was carefully pre-

served in the Wyatt family as having once belonged to Anne Boleyn, ajid whicli

ih, we doubt not, the identical vohime presented by that unfortunate queen to the

poet's sister. It was of diminutive size, containing 104 leaves of vellum, one inch

and seven-eighths long, by one and five-eighths broud j it contained a metrical

version of parts of thirteen Psalms, bound in pure gold, richly chased, with a

ring to append it to the ucck-chain or girdle. It was seen, in 1721, by Mr. Vertuc,

in the possession of Mr. George Wyatt, of Charccrhouse-square. Such littlt

volumes were presented by Anne to each uP her ladies in the last year of her

&tal royalty. Margaret Wyatt, who marritKi sir Henry Lee, has been mentioned

in a former impression of tliis volume as the faithful friend of Anne Boleyn, and

it is ix)8sible that both the Wyatt Lulies wore in attendance ; but the memorial
of the Wyatt family, in the Strawberry-hill MSS., r' re particulai'ly mention

Mary (who died single) as the possessor of the volume given on the scaflbM.

^ The tragic fiite of Aime Boleyn is thus briefly recorded by a conteni rnry

:

" Tlie xlx of May, qwene Ann Boleyn was behedyd ui the Towro of London, by

the hands of the liangman of ChIuik, withe the swerdo of Calais,'"—Clu-oniele of

Calais in the reigns of Henry VII. and Henry VIII., edited by John Gough

Nichols, esq., F.S.A., p. 97 : published by the Camden Society.


