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To (hew what may be faved to the Kingdom, as well

as gained by its enlarged Trade to the Northern Plan-

tations, 'tis to my Purpofe to obferve, that the Sugar-Co-

lonies could net fubfift without them : Moft of the Mate-
rials for their Buildings and Works, as well as Provifions,

Ca(H for spirits, Sugars, Molaffes, i^c. come from thence,

and that they conftantly fend the greateft Part of their Ef-

fedls home in New EnglandhvWt Ships, without which

they wjuld not be able to bear the Duties paid in this

Kingdom, by reafon of the exceffive Price of Freights.

This, if rightly confidered, will appear to be an Ar-
ticle of great Importance in regard to the French Weft-

Indies, Mr. JJJoley has very juftly obferved. That, * fhould
* Plantation built Ships be difcouraged. Freight would be
* fo dear, as to lofe the Brilijh Nation one of the great-

* eft Advantages over its Rivals in Trade,

—

a low Freight \

* and from the great TrafHck of the Kingdom, they
* muft be compelled to buy Materials for building of

* Ships, of Foreigners^ with Cafli, inftead of their own
' Manufudures, to the enriching of fuch Foreigners^ and
* the Difcouragement of our American Colonies : That in-

* (lead of prejudicing that Branch of Bi finefs here, the
* refuting and liniihing Plantation- built Ships often gives

* as much Advantage to the Shipwrights, as the building
* of new Ships. The French take the Benefit of our
* Plantation built Ships to carry their Sugars to Spain^ and
* commonly pay them in the Produce of their own IQands,

* and have, in this Inftance, a very great Advantage of
* us» ** That the faving a Shilling or Eighteen-pence on-
* ly per Hundred in the Article of Freight, would go
* near to enable us to under-fell them at foreign Markets,
* if the Ships employed in the Sugar Trade were indulg-

* cd with the fame Privileges, as thofe which are com-
* monlv called J5f Ships. That the flourilhing State of

* the Briti/}j Commerce, and the Revenues arifmg there-

* from, are, in no fmall Degree, owing to a low Freight^

* occafioned chiefly from our building Ships fo cheap in our

* American Flantations, That fwce the pr^nak ftruggle
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