
it IB richer than othors, ftn«l T tliiiik the fiituro will Rho\\ wo have a fuir

sliiirrt in Hritish ('olunibia. \V« cuiiunciMtMl miiiin„' t.n tlm Kia/iT liivcr

at Hope, 90 milen iVoiu the mouth, ami our luird.N and t'nt«'r[»iisiMj,' men
kept forcing their way up stream, amidst privations and sufferings which
were enough to appal tlio hravest iiea't, and whifh rest many a n(thle

fellow his life. Tlio nature of th<^ deposit, and the eharaetei of the gold

was invariably the same
; that is, the ihposit was shaUow and the nietid

light, or what is commonly called 'Mhtat gold." (."ompariiig these

circumstances with their experience in (California and Australia, certain

men determined to i)enetrate the interior in search of coarse gold deposits

which they fult assured must exist in tlie neighbourhood somewhere, and
at no groat distance. The expedition was successful—gold in paying
(^uantitieg was found along Quesnelhi River and its forks, of a much
coarser character than any yet taken out. Encourjiged by these; results

they ptmetrated still further, until, shortly after, they struck the world-

renowned Ciirriboo, a district which has since become so ceh-brated.

The year 1861 may be considered as the period of |..'vmanent

discoveries in Carriboo^ and from this period may be dated the luaterial

and political existence of the Colony in the great family 'f nations.

VVilhams' Creek, th- compeer of whicli has never yet bee' urniiJied by

any coun*;ry in the history of gold digging, became the parenf of the-

Colony's glorious prot.]'(i ity at first, and of its subsequent part pro Oration.

It is necessary to bear this in mind, or you cannot intelligently comprehend
either of these conditions, in their extreme of affluence or their extrtjme

of indigence. Yet both, under the gtiidance of an all-wise Providence,

have i>layed no unimportant part in aiding the completion of the great

scheme of confederation ; the one by making known the vastnoss and
endless wealth of the country, the other by teaching us the necid of

resting its future on something more permanent and solid than the

fluctuations incident to gold mining.

From Williams' Creek exi)lorers started in every direction, as far as

the nature of the country admitted. Provisions and tools liad to bo

packed (or carried) adding to our knowledge, in a short time, a series

of creeks of more or less distinction, which, taken together, in wealth

and extent seemed to make the future of the country as permanent as its

present was brilliant.

The people rose with the granileur of the day, and were prodigal of

their means to make the country worthy its reputation. The great want
of the country was easy communication from the source of food supply to

the mines; a want which, from the character of the country t(j l)e

intersected by a waggon-road, was not easily .attained. Yet with a spirit

worthy of the pioneers of this Province, the work was commenced and
completed in three years, at a total cost of ^T-IS 1,000 ($754,148). I

speak now of the main waggon-road, as it stands to-day, a total of 383
miles from Yale to Carriboo a road, it is safe to say, tlia*^ has no eijual

in any British Colony for size, convenience, engineering triumphs and
durability. In addition to this, there was another road from Douglas,

through Lilloet, to Clinton, about 130 miles, which cost £100,000

($504,955); besides a third trail-road built afterwards to our soutliern


