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After that the magnanimous Genoese, Christopher Columbus,
had, at liie expense of Ferdinand, King of Spain, in the year

1492, discovered the Western hemisphere, and the illustrious

Florentine, Americus Vespucius, sent out by King Emanuel
of Portugal, in the year 1502, to make a further exploration of

its coasts, had had the good fortune to give the country his

name, the European powers have, from time to time, sought to

promote their several interests there. Our Swedes and Goths
were the less backward in such expeditions, as they had always

been the first therein. They had already, in the year 996
after the birth of Christ, visited America, had named it Vin-

land the Good, and also Skrallinga Land, and had called its

inhabitants "the Skroiliings of Vinland." It is therefore ev-

ident that the Northmen had visited some part of North
America before the Spaniards and Portuguese went to South

America. But the question is, VV^hat would have been thought

about Vinland if no later discoveries had been made, and what
they thought about it before the time of Columbus .<*

Every region in America v.as discovered in its own separate

time. Virginia was discovered in the year 1497 by Sebastian

Cabot, a Portuguese, who was then the captain of an English

ship. Its coasts were afterwards visited by those brave

knights. Sir Francis Drake and Sir Walter Raleigh, the latter

of whom called the land Vir(,inia, after Queen Elizabeth of

England, who lived unmarried. Under this name was in-

cluded all the country stretching from Cape Florida to the St.

Lawrence River, which was formerly called Florida, when sepa-

rate names were not yet given to its coasts. That was done
i


