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not re-assuiiiig. Wlieii we consider that even the little

United Provinces, although surrounded by enemies, found

time to imperil their very existence by squabbling over state

ri'dits, and when we have before us the bitter experience of

our neighbours across the border to the same effect, we must

admit that there was every reason for anticipating similar

trouble in the Dominion and for p.'oviding against it. Both

the United I'nn inces and the United States were homogen-

eous masses as compared with the Dominion. It was a

serious task to undertake to weld together a string of pro-

vinces, stretching from the Atlantic to the Pacific—separated

from each other by wide stretches of barren waste—differing

from each other in language, religion autl race— without even

a community of l)usincss interests, and touching at every

point upon the borders of a kindred but vastly more power-

ful nation.* It is not surprising, under the circumstances,

tliat so a}>lo and far-seeing u politician as Sir John A. Mac-

donald should have done all that was possible to strengthen

and fortify the central power so as to render it impregnable

against all assault. Nor can it be said that the experiment

has proved unsuccessful. Carefully nursed and stimidated

by a paternal government possessing such exbmsive powers

,
that it might almost be described as a beneficent despotism,

the Dominion has progressed rajjidly. Trade has been fos-

tered, railways have been built, stretching from one coast

* It is thin wide extent of the Canadian territory wliich renders any
coni]iaris(Mi between Ctreat Britain and Canada illusive, and Englishmen who
look to Canada as a precedent for federation can only lie nusled It may be
remarked, however, that confederation has certainly not had tlie efi'ect of

increasing kindly feeling between liritish and French Canadians Init ''vther

there/erse. Twenty years ago the cvlcnlc corduth: between the two races

was far more marked than it is to-day. The French {iroviuee has undoubtedly
become nn^re national, more sectional &nA}iltifi bigi}t ilay by day, and thi're is no
reason wliy. federation in (ircat l>ritain should not produce the same Vesidt.

England and Scotland, Wales and Ireland, each hugging its own nationality,

would gradually become more and more estranged, and as Mr. Jay expressed

it, dear bought experience would soon pro; laim that when a nation or family

so ilivides it never fails to be against themselves. The fact is that, as vSir H.
Maine has pointed out, dtnnocracies are paralyseil by the plea of nationality,

and there is no help for it.


