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VHDOMEN, GLMSHOT WOUNDS OF. -OVr (Junsiiot Woi m,>.;

AHDOVUNAL iNJUBIKS.—\Vc h:ivc .o <(irisi(li'r the constuiuiiifc (if

I
)
IMdws (.11 tin- ahdomcn : (U) I'liiichmd Wdiinds. il .vill li- necessary

li. -rl tlic-c forth acciirciiiii.' in flu- viscera which iiu.v he injured.
I. Contusions. -A fit r a severe l)l(j\v on tlie ahdonieii, tiie {lalieiil is

uMially seen within a few hours l)y a rnedical man, and the diaiinosis
in.

I
proiindsis .il first arc (iftcn ver\- dillicult. Sucii injuries as a

kick by a liorsc. Ijiiffcr accidents, and cases where a vehicle has run
>V( r tlie alxloincn, are always to he re^'arded .is entailins; very serious
IMissihiiiiifs. hecailse ixreat force may have l)een loeah/ed upon a small
area. It is extremely imy)ortant to reali/,e that tlie decree of shock
ulirn the patient i-, first seen is most misleadinir as a jinide t()

diai:nosis or (irounosis. Tlins, on tJK one liand, to take an "extreme
• Mse. a i)o\verfiil atiilete may die oiitriuht as a n siiji of a hlow over
I he solar i)le\Ms. without any laceration of abdominal viscera whatever.
\n area thesi/.eof a liaM'-erown is w. II known to pu;:ilists as tlie • mark."
uhere a har.I imneli will induce ilistantaneons slujck. If the injured
[I'-rson does not die at <Mice. however, he will almost certainly recover
lompletely, provided that the contusion of the alMl.im, ,,"

|,;is nut
ruptui-ed any iniportant \iscera or vessels.
On the other hand, the prr\alent impression that after ru[>ture of

one of the iniiiortant ornans the patients pulse will necessarily lu-

quick and feeble, is misleading,' to the last de<rree, and many reputations
have siilTered because the doctor has seen a patient s()on alter the
injury, and, trust ini; to the normal pulse and absence of shock, has
sent hini home with a ^'ood prouMiosis, whereas six hours later he was
dyin;.' of internal haniorrhajic. .Most hospitals have tramc stories to
lell of this calamity. Kui.tured sjilcen is particularly apt to lie hidden
in this way. In a .series of 1.5 eases of rupture of various abdominal
viscera studi(<l by the writer, in only i was the pulse ove r 1 00 wlnn
first seen, and these four all died within twenty-four hours.

It ouijht to be well recoyni/.ed that prognosis is absolutely impossible
within a few hours of a severe injurv of the abdomen, unless, of course,
wiepulient is already oiAio.isJv d> ini,'. Kven if there are no svmptoms
whatever, he ought to be put to bed and carefully watched, the pulse
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