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was peculiarly sharpetied towards its good qualities, but it struck

me that I never before tasted any so highly flavoured or so de.icate.

Besides these, they sell to vessels putting in, as we did, for water,

some of the wine made in this and the neighbouring islands ; but

the quantity thus disposed of must be too inconsiderable to entitle

it to be classed among the articles of merchandise.

I find, however, that I am entering upon subjects in which I

am but little versed, and digressing from my narrative. Let me
return, then, to self, that beloved idol of all travellers, and state

that, after we had ridden about six miles, the road, which had

hitherto conducted us along a narrow glen, where the vision was

intercepted on both sides, now carried us to the summit of a lofty

mountain, from whence we enjoyed the satisfaction of an extensive

prospect, both of the sea and of the interior. Looking towards

the former, we beheld our own fleet bearing down majestically

upon Ponto del Gada, and fast approaching the anchorage.

Turning our eyes inland again, we were delighted with a view

of mountain and valley, rock and culture, wood and pasturage,

intermingled in the most exquisite degree of irregularity ; but

what principally attracted our attention was a thick dark smoke
rising slowly from the summit of a high hill that bounded the

prospect. Our curiosity being excited by this phenomenon, we
inquired from our guides into its cause, and were informed that

the mountain in question was a volcano, and that at its base and

along its sides were hot springs of water, of a temperature

sufficient to boil an egg in three minutes. This piece of intel-

ligence confirmed me in my former opinion relative to the

operative cause in the production of these islands ; though,

indeed, had such evidence been wanting, I should have equally

concluded, either that they were thrown up, in their present

form, from the bottom of the sea, or at least that they were torn

asunder from one another by the force of fire. It must be

confessed, however, that mine is the opinion of one who has

devoted little of his attention to geology ; but I would by all

means advise the disciples of Werner to come hither, if they

desire further helps in the prosecution of that very interesting

and practically useful study.


