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I am inclined f thinic the application of theory to matteri
of jfovernnjent, -. .urpnzing imbecilitj in the human rr.ind j
for mrn (o br ready to truft to reafon in enquiricswhere ex-
periment is tquaily at hand for their guide, hai been pro-
nounced by various great authorities to be in every other
fcience the grofleft folIy_why the obfervation fliould not
equally extend to the fcience of legiHation, will ndt eafily
appear. '

My perfonal pii> fuit for a long feries of years has confirmed
me in the habit of experimental enquiry : I have obferved on
fo many occafions the fallacy of reafoning, even when exert-
ed with great force of talents, that I am apt, whenever f»€^%
are not clearly difcerncd, to qucftion rather than decide •, to
doubt much readier than to deliberate } and to value the cita-
tion of one new experimented cafe in point, more than an
hundred brilliant declamations. Having refided a good deal
in France during the progrefs of the Revolution, to which I
was, for fome time, a warm friend ; having paffed through
every province of the kingdom ; examined all her principal
manuf..aures

; gained much inftruaion relative to the ftate
of her commerce, and attended minutely to the fituation of
her people, it was natural on my return to England toconfult
with attention the legiflative ads of the new government,
and to procure by correfpondence and converfation, with
perfons on whom I could depend, fuch intelligence as was
n.-tlTary to enable me to fatisfy my curiofity concerning the
refult of the moil fingular Revolution recorded in the annals
of mankind. I fliouId confider myfelf as a bad fubjed of
Britain, if I did not ufe every endeavour to render the know-
ledge thus acquired, of ufe to my countrymen ; and it is

folely vfUh this view that I now throw together a few (hort
eflays, inferted originally in the Annals of Agriculture, fome-
what improved in form, and with fuch additions as the events
of the period afford.

But in attempting to give expreffions inadequate to the in-
dignation every one muft feel at the horrible events now
paffing in France, I am fenfible that I maybe reproached with
changing my politic?, my « principles," as ic has been ex-
prefled.—My principles I certainly have not changed, be-
caufc if there is one principle more predominant than another
in my politics, it is tht principle of change. 1 have been too
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