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infignificant Fortrefs of Fumes excepted, I

fhould think that common Prudence might

incline us rather to Peace,on Terms fo advan-

tageous and honourable, than to the Con-
tinuance of a War with no very aufpicious

Afpedl.

For with regard to the Safety of the

Dutch y or the vague Balance of Power,

how can either be affcdcd by the Detention

of fo inconlidcrable a Place as Fumes ?

And with regard to the trading Interefl: of

thefe Nations, which fliould be tlic con-

ftant Objetfl of our Attention, I believe it

won't be controverted, that it is clearly out

of the Queftion. Sure I am that the Trade
and Independency of Great-Britain can

never be affedted by Furnes^ or any other

inland Fortrefs fever'd from the Auflrian

'Netherlands.

Not but that I fhould be as averfe as any

Man in England to every Increafe of the

French Power or Territory. But in fuch

a Cafe as the prefent, I am for bending to

Neceffity, rather than holding out too fliffly

again fl: all Convidion. The Condition of

France may be bad, tho' I am perfuaded

'tis not fo deiperate as fome among us aiJedt

to paint it. But let us look at home, and

fee if we be in Plight to fupport an Increafe

of


