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rIi;in<^o in llio (oftturos of tlic forest; resin iloroiis evrr-

^rcciis, of the lamilv ol'tlic Pines, now |)re(ioinin;ite, and

Jittaiii tlio most ^nifantic diinensions. All tin; speries,

and they are nnnierons, liavo peeiiliar traits, and lorni

so many enrious and distin('t spe('i(s, of which little la

yet known more than their botanical (lesiirnatiou.

Other remarkable forest trees, also imperfectly known,

inhabit this i^reat ran'^e of mountains, which contimies

uninterruptedly into the interior of Mexico in its south-

ern course; while on the north, followin«4 the sources of

the Missouri and the; Ore^iron, and after thus dividing

the waters which flow into the Atlantic and I'arific, it

is, at lentrth, merged in the "Shining Mountain which

send ofl' their distant tributaries to the Arctic ocean.

The plains of the Tpper Platte, those of the Oregon

and of Northern California, a region ber(;ft of summer
rains, forming extensive barren steppes, like those of

Siberia, present no forests, scarcely an alluvial belt along

the larger streams of suflicient magnitude to aflbrd even

fuel for the camp fire of the wandering liunter or the

erratic savage. The scanty drift wood, borne down
from the mountains, the low bitter bushes of the arid

plain, even the dry ordure of the bison, is collected for

fuel, and barely suffices to prepare a hasty meal for the

passing traveller; who, urged by hunger and thirst, hur-

ries over the desert, a region doomed to desolation, and,

amidst privations the most appalling, lives in the hope

of again seeing forests and green fields in lieu of arid

plains and bitter weeds, which tantalized our famished

animals with the fallacious appearance of food, like the

cast-away mariner raging with thirst, tiiough surround-

ed with water as fatal to the longing appetite as poison.

Towards the shores of the Pacific, and on the banks

of the Oregon, we again meet with the agreeable fea-

tures of the forest.
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