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and fhelves that lurk in the entrance of the harbour,

ftretches above fixty leagues along the fea-coaft, and
is fubdivided into eleven fmailer diftrids ; among
which thofe called Olinda and Garazu are the prin-

cipal.

At a fmall diftance from the Receif or Maurice
town, on the north fide, lie the remains of that once

celebrated city Olinda; from whence formerly the

whole trade from Brafil to Europe was carried on.

This city, which flood upon divers hills of eafy

afcent toward the fea, but deep and craggy toward
the land, contained two thoufand inhabitants, be-

fide the clergymen and flaves ; on the land fide it

was defended by feveral baftions, which, from the

nnevennefs of the ground they flood upon, were not

ftridtly uniform j however, their fituation gave them
additional force.

The whole diftridl of Parnambuko is well flocked

with various kinds of fruit and cattle •, the vallies

afford excellent paflurage, and the mountains teem
with richer minerals than are to be found in any other

of the captainfhips.

Garazu, properly fliled a village, lies about five

leagues from Olinda, upon the fhore oppofite to the

Ifle of Tamarika, and upon a river of the fame name j

it was formerly inhabited by Portuguefe mechanics,

but being fubjeded to the Dutch in 1633, feveral

rich families of that people fettled there.

, The Receif, from the Latin word recipere^ to re-

ceive, in point of fituation, is the flrongefl place in

Brafil, befide that it has the advantage of feveral con-

tiguous forts ; but to give as clear an idea as poffible

both of this place and Maurice Town, it will be

neceffary to obferve, that the whole coaft of Brafil is

bordered by a thick and flat ridge of rocks, which

in fome places is twenty, and in others thirty paces

broad •, however, there are paflTages through which

the fhips approach the fhore, and one of thefe pafl[ages

is about a quarter of a mile to the north of Receif.

1..- % Bctweeo


