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Noorna, that was changed to a golden liawk in the midst of
nineteen other golden hawks. Now, as Kabes(iurut ciuiio

scudding by, and saw the encounter, she made the twenty
hawks a hundred. The Genie Karaz howled at her, and
pinioned her to a pillar below in the Desert, with Shagpat
in her arms. But, as he soared aloft to renew the hglit

with Noorna, Shibli Bagarag loosed to her aid the Slaves of
the Sword, and Abarak marked him slope to a distant cor-

ner of earth, and re-ascend in a cloud, which drew swiftly

over the land toward the Great Hall. Lo, Shibli Bagarag
stepped from it through a casement of the Hall, and witii

him Shagpat, a slack weight, mazed out of all power of mo-
tion. Koorookh swooped low, on his back Baba Mustapha,
and Shibli Bagarag iiung Abarak beside him on the bird.

Then Koorookh whirred oE with them; and while the

heavens raged, Shibli Bagarag prepared a rapid lather, and
dashed it over Shagpat, and commenced shearing him with
lightning sweeps of the blade. 'T was as a racing wheel
of fire to see him ! Suddenly he desisted, and wiped the

sweat from his face. Then calling on the name of Allah,

he gave a last keen cunning sweep with the blade, and fol-

lowing that, the earth awfully quaked and groaned, as if

speaking in the abysmal tongue the Mastery of the Event
to all men. Aklis was revealed in burning beams as of a

sun, and the trouble of the air ceased, vapours slowly curl-

ing to the four quarters. Shibli Bagarag had smitten clean

through the Identical ! Terribly had Noorna and those that

aided her been oppressed by the multitude of their enemies

;

but, in a moment these melted away, and Karaz, together

with the scorpion that was Goorelka, vanished. Day was
on the baldness of Shagpat.
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