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Witli a f,'oo<l pln«M nnd rnrcfnl ((iiicnilmcnf in tlio lantom-fop, n vor>'

tii-ur vii'W wiiH ulitiiiiii'il. iliiinlxililt iiml Diirwiii tlii> luttor in 77/»

l'oi/<ii/n itf Ihi Hi'dijli' -liuv«» Kiv»'n hdmio attention to tlui Niiltjcft, l)nt

<>x|)i'i'SN un iiiiiliility to <-i)Mi|)i'i'li(>hil it. 'l'lii> fact tliut tlioHii liirdn

Hour, or n-niiiin apiiurcntly niolionli'ss, r)iily when tlic wind is cim-

Hi('t<nit)l(«, Hconm to luivo ((Hciipfd tlicir notice. I'or tlun-in Hch tlin

M«!crot. Tho Tftoliy|ict('H rciircsentH tin- nioHt npn'ad of win^ and tlm

louHt pvoportionftto body of iiny bird, and in, conHi'qucntly, ono that

lM)HHt'SHcs till! grt'iitost foculty fur nuuntuininjj; tlin curious jioMition

in inid-uir. Anotlior fact in, tho bird always faces tlie wind. Wo
liavo, tlien, tho sanio conditions a« in tho caso of n boy's kite. It

rises precisely as a l;ito doi^s, and it moves only as it do(>s—not by

any movement of feiitherM, but n gentlo Hwayinpf, and a tritlti of tilt-

ing on tho wing, to maintain its halanco. What keeps it from being

blown away- for tho kito has its string ? Tho intelligenco of tho bird

ransoH it to tilt forward just onongli to countoract tho forco of tho

w ind, and thus tho Hmallest spaco is prospnted to the wind ; it is

merely u thin edge. Tipping forward causes {\w body to fall against

tho wind ; tho two foreos—gitivity and tho wind—aro opposed, and

a perfect rest is tho result.

Tho writer received a note from Mr. Darwin, in answer to one sug-

gesting this explanation. In this answer ho says :
" I liavo thought

of Homo such ex])lanation, but tho mathematicians say it is not pos-

ble ; that tiio two forces do not operate in a direct lino, opposite to

each other." Now, there is the qualifying power of Imoyancy, whi<h

operates to prevent tho bird from dropping dir(>ctly down like a

dead weight. "Wo must regard the bird as it is—a thin, exceed-

ingly light object, that is kept up by a strong wind, and that, by its

intelligent attention, keeps the outspread wings and body rigid and

always odge-wiso to the wind, with a slight tendency downward.

These conditions obsei-ved, the bird restn upon the wind as the kite

does, the forco of gravity operating as tho string. It is not nnconi-

nion to see a stiff piece of paper balanced in the air by the wind, and
when inclined even directly against tho wind, to shoot foi-ward

until it goes obliijuely to the ground. Now, could this paper, just

at the moment of falling, while inclined against the wind, act to tilt

its face a trifle, the wind would send it backward and upward
again. Thus, if the two forces were opposed by intelligent action,

the result would be as in the bird, a complete balancing on the wind.

AtoA. iMPENNis. Orent AnTc.—Tliis bird is notable in the sense

that it has ceased to exist, so far as its history is cognizant, and is


