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the imports of this country from the United world. Notwithstandingalltheinfluence that
States since the adoption of that tariff as be was able to bring to bear, they were
compared with the imports fron Great Bri- not able to settle the questions pending
tain. The fact remains however that while before theni. A sad commentaryon all the
that tariff has not benefited British trade, but boasts that were put forward about
has worked advantageously to the United what the sunny days would accomplish
States trade, yet it was at the time appar- when dealing with the United States, is
ently an unfriendly act towards the United the remark of Lord Herschell when lying
States, which could not help rendering diffi- on what proved to be his death-bed, "I have
cuit the task of the representatives of this spent six montbs and ail I have got for it is
country when they undertook to frarne a a broken leg." Tbere is another paragraph
treaty. I go back and say that as faras these of the speech to wbicb My hon. friend bas
gentlemen at all attempted to shape events devoted a good deal of attention. That is
leading up to negotiations with the United the plebiscite upon tbe question of probibi-
States, they put nothing but difficulties in tion. My hon. friend, feeling the extreme
their own way, and all the advantages that difliculty of bis present position, actually
came to their help in the matter of these tried to get others into it. It is a com-
negotiations came f ro sources and infl- fort in .isfortune if you can draw some
ences to which tlîey contributed ahsoiuteiy others into the sane position as yourself,
nothinr. I remetuber ail that we 'vere prom- and be agtuay tried to draw the on. leader
ised about what the Isunny ways" were of the oppsition into it, because e hbad
gfoing to do. Who in this House bas not not (ivided the fuse in regard to the Pe-
heard the fable of the sua conipeiling the ibiscite Bi, bon. gentlemen kow very well
travelier to take off bis coat, whiie the north that the government have to take that res-
wind had the opposite effect. The sunny ponsibility entirely yr themselves, and that
ways were to be applied to Uncle Sarn, and rhey cannot shift it upon the shoulders of
great things were going to be produced in the temperance peopiof Canada, because the
that way. I a afraid that Unle Sani bas temperance peple, as my hon. fniend very
proved somewhat of an iceberg, as the sunny well knows, did on t ask for a pebiscites
ways have not been as efflectual as it was asked for prohibition. They asked for tbey
belie red thev wuld he. We cannot con- bread and the governîteat gave thein a stone.
gratulate the governnent on the result of They pieaded that a plebiscite was not neces-
te long and protracted dliberations, and sary, but the members of the present govern-
I must say that I believe there was a:ment wven in opposition, in the Ottawa
general feeling of satisfaction, a feeling of Conference of 1893, decided that they would
relief in Canada among their own friends, take a plebiscite on the question, and tey
amongst the people generally when the created an impression on the country that
commissioners came home, because the they would act in good faitb with ah
tenacity with which they persisted in en- parties and that the decision of the majority
deavouring to make a treaty, the length of would rule. I ar confident I speak the
time which was applied to it, indicated sentiments of the majority of the people
clearly that in their intense desire to do when I say that that impression was created,

smetingthee ws a rea elmen ofrighteously, created tbat the majority woulds>mnething there was a great element of M
danger tha the best interests of Canada prevail wben the vote was taken. I believe
would be sacrificed. I feel that the people of my hon. friend the leader of the buse is
Canada to-day are much better pleased that almost the father of the plebiscite idea, be-
they came home without a treaty, than with cause he roved a resolution in 1889 in the
the kind of treaty that the public believed bouse of Commons on the subject and sup-
they would have if they had succeeded in ported that resolution in a speech, and I wil
coming to a definite conclusion with the read sone extracts fron that speech which
United States. This does not say nuch for show that ry hon. friend ciearly meant
the power of sunny ways, or the boasted at that time that the view of the majority
influence of this Administration aided as they sbould prevail. Thebon.gentlemansaid:
were by all the power and influence of the I quite admit that on the great majority of pub-

British Government represented by a states- lic questions it is desirable that Parliaaient itseW
man of the greatest ability and of world-wide should assume the responsibility of Iegis]ation butParliaient lias aireadv pronounced its opinion that
reputation, one of the ablest jurists in the prohibition legishation is desirable, but it fas said


