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The whoie issue of firearms cornes ta mind when I read that

young people stili have access ta such weapons. This morning

again, there was a story invoiving miiitary firearms. There are

so many firearnis.

This is another aspect, but 1 want to go back ta the main issue.

What is needed is some positive action ta canvince young

people ta get invoived in the community, on a volunteer basis or

otherwise. But, first, the message conve yed by our leaders must

be a positive one. It must be a message of hope teiiing young

people that they have an interesting future ahead, instead of

being about harsher sentences and incarceration.

[Englishi

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Maheu): It is my duty, pursuant

ta Standing Order 38, ta inform the Hause that the question ta be

raised tonight at the time of adjournment is as foliows: the hon.

member for Hachelaga-Maisoflneuve-Human Rights.

0(1700)

Mr. Paul E,. Forseth (New Westininster-BIraby): Mad-

arn Speaker, 1 would like ta addrcss a question ta my coileague.
Does hie believe that the proposed amendments ta the Young

Offenders Act in this bill go in the right direction? If he does not,

what legislative provisions would he propose in addition ta the

usual request for more social programming and counselling
services?

If the bill says the wrong things-and I believe he is taking

that tack-what does he propose other than throwing more

money at the problem with increased social services?

[Translation]

Mr. flubé: Madam Speaker, I thank my colleague for asking

this question. I thought I had said it rather clearly in my speech.
We i the Officiai Opposition feel that this act aiready provides
sufficient punitive measures and that we should instead-alid
this is really the crux of today's debate-be considering the need
for additional resources ta rehabilitate young people and reinte-
grate them into society-in short, preventive measures.

A parallel can be drawn with the health field, wherc money
spent an prevention may seem like a lot initially, but pays
long-terni dividends. Thtis is particuiarly truc for young people.
If we are harder on a young offender and send hini ta an aduit
prison, which is a highly criminaiized environnient, what wil
happen? In ail Iikelihood-Sfld I am tcmpted ta use the word

guarautec here-that young persan wiIl turu ta a life of crime.
Iustead, we sbould tell the young offendern "You have donc

something wrong and you must acknowledge that fact, but we
arc giving you a chance ta start over again". That is very
important.

My colleague's question also indicates, quite obvi
there are two countries within this country. I can und,

Reform Party members, they represent the views of
stituents; and 1 will admit that the newspapers dear1)
titis is a major public conceru. and I can understald t

Quebec-I must say this because it is the raie of a

Panliarient ta advacate the interests and demands of!1

uents-there is na such collective reactian against

fenders. Yes, the issue remains a concern, but nat 0:
order of magnitude.

In the present federai system, the Criminal Coc

enforced the samne way in every province, and I

unfortunate. Cle 'ariy, some people, particulanly in W(

ada, are not happy with the act in its present form. Inu

are satisfied with the act as it naw stands. It is often sý

is a big cauntry. Naw, that is ail well and goad, but w

ta dress everyoue in the same clothes-tail, short, fat

find that "one size fits ail" somnetimes does not i

drawing titis parailel simply ta ilinstrate my point, b

that it is the essence of what I wanted ta say. I sec a d

opinion, and we in the Bloc, obviousiy, say that the s

better in this case.

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier-MoltcaJr
Speaker, for the information af the House and aisol

feliow Bloc meniber mentioned a case in Quebec v~

driver was killed by a young offender, I just waut ta
act was correctly applied ta this persan by Uic courts
in that Uiere was a request for transfer ta adult court,
this yaung persan was transferred ta adult court.
treated as an aduit and will be sentcuced as an ad
found guiity. So in Uic prescrit legisiation, web
instruments we nced ta do Uiis. The probleni is anc
nment, and I think the Bloc Quebecois tends ta en"'!
because thc problein is reaiiy how thc law is enfol

And this week, I was very surprised ta sec thc criv
If we look at thc figures, and ail Uic newspapr
Statistics Canada survey which tells us that Uic ci
not increascd since 1988, even in Uic case of yoI11

and I must say this is even more encouraging, and
number of ail types of crimes went down durng Uic
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I have a question for Uic hon. member, if ic 'W
answer. I realize this bill did not came froi Uic 131(X
because it wouid neyer have made it ta Uie HolJsc,
appreciate it if Uic Ip>n. member would cxpliaLn tO h
we have a bill that is so repressive-we have
probleni with young offeuders, and as long as
committcd by young offenders, Uic problerri wl1

Uic statistics clearly show Uic probleni is not as e<
would have us believe in this House. There lias becr
increase in Uic youth crime rate, so why introd<c<


