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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, January 19,1994

The House met at 2 p.m. • (1405)

For the next few days we are to follow, subject to negotiation 
with the whips and the House leaders, an arrangement on which 
we will come to a decision with regard to the layout of the 
question period.

With that in mind, I am going to conduct question period on 
the basis of what we set up for this kind of situation in the last 
Parliament. We will go from here.

Prayers

[English]

AUDITOR GENERAL’S REPORT

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERSThe Speaker: Order, please. I have the honour to lay upon the 
table the report of the Auditor General of Canada to the House of 
Commons for the fiscal year ended March 31, 1993.

[Translation]

I remind hon. members that, under Standing Order 108(3)(e), 
this report is deemed to have been permanently referred to the 
Standing Committee on Public Accounts.
[English]

It being two o’clock p.m., the House will now proceed to 
Statements by Members pursuant to Standing Order 31.

May I say a few words, more to give my colleagues informa
tion than anything else. I met earlier with the whips and through 
their negotiations and after discussions with me it was decided 
that we are to operate on a certain pattern for the next few days 
while negotiations are continued with the whips and the House 
leaders.

With regard to Standing Order 31 statements it has been 
agreed that we are to begin this way: We will have nine 
interventions by the government, three by the Official Opposi
tion, three by the Reform Party, and we will work in the 
independents as we go along. This will be brought forth a little 
bit later.

As for the question period, at least for the next few days—

An hon. member: Order.

The Speaker: I thought the House was going to be raucous; it 
is the gallery I have to worry about now. We are going to get that 
cleared up.

[English]

HOUSE OF COMMONS
Mr. Leonard Hopkins (Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke):

Mr. Speaker, I welcome you and all members of the House to a 
great job with many descriptions.

Today as Canadians we have many great challenges facing us, 
which also means that we have many great opportunities. Let us 
be very mindful that it is our responsibility to tackle the 
challenges of today with the same dedication, determination, 
courage and foresight as those early pioneers who developed 
this great country God has given to us as a gift.

On behalf of all Canadians it is up to us to build a human 
infrastructure into our nation in the form of human bridges of 
understanding among regions of the country, bridges between 
suffering and comfort, bridges between unemployment and 
employment, bridges among cultures based on a proud but 
humble Canadian spirit.

As Pearl Mclnnis said: “I have no yesterdays. Time took them 
away. Tomorrow may not be but I have today’’. Let us work 
toward a greater Canada and a better world. Welcome to these 
new challenges.

[Translation]

LOS ANGELES EARTHQUAKE
Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchères): Mr. Speaker, speaking 

on my own behalf and on behalf of the Official Opposition, I


