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Emergencies Act
tremendous harm to the democracy, the freedom and the 
rights of ordinary Canadians.

Mr. Prud’homme: The Hon. Member is right.

Mr. de Jong: Living in the late 1960s and early 1970s was a 
period of tremendous social upheaval and unrest. I predict in 
this day and age that there will continue to be periods of 
tremendous unrest. We are living in tremendous social, 
economic, cultural and psychological changes. Pieces of society 
do not fit in as nicely as they did before. The social glue that 
has held communities, families, and societies together is 
dissolving in many ways. I am afraid that it will be an easy 
cop-out to use the Draconian powers of a War Measures Act 
to impose order while what is needed is the freedom and 
wisdom to allow for organic changes and searches for solutions 
to the problems which society faces today.
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The constant fear I have is that as we are thrown into 
tumultuous changes in our lifetime the forces which fear 
progress, the future, and change, will use these powers to 
impose a political order that will be unacceptable and, of 
course, anti-democratic. They will do it all, of course, in the 
name of preserving democracy. That, unfortunately, is the 
greatest fear I have for this legislation.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Champagne): Is the House ready 
for the question?

Some Hon. Members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Champagne): Is it the pleasure of 
the House to adopt the motion?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.

Some Hon. Members: No. NAYS

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Champagne): All those in favour 
of the motion will please say yea.

Some Hon. Members: Yea.
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The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Champagne): All those opposed 
will please say no.

Some Hon. Members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Champagne): In my opinion the 
yeas have it.

And more than five Members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Champagne): Call in the 
Members.

The House divided on the motion (Mr. Beatty) which was 
agreed to on the following division:

[ Translation]
The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Champagne): I declare the 

motion carried.
Motion agreed to, Bill read the second time and referred to 

a legislative committee.


