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that we shall fot reduce staff fast enough
but that we shal flot be able to keep senior
personnel in sufficient str'ength to do this job
of contract settiement expeditiously. Every
contract has to be audited; then there is the
matter of renegotiatign, which is a tremendous
job *in itself. E-very contract must be consi-
dered by the reneptiation office to determine
whether renegotiation is necessary, and if it
is. necessary, Vo work out the terrms. Then
there must be contract settiements. Those
three. occupations require a very large staff,
in feet a larger staff than we are able to
provide of trained personnel, and that work
will continue for some montha to corne.

Mr. MACDONNELL: Another question. As
I read it, the actuel expenditures for the
work will be approximately the same as the
estimate, roughly $7 million?

Mr. HOWE: No, we are really pessing t-he
estimates which were filed last April.

Mr. MACDONNELL: I meen>, looking at
the first two columus.

Mr. HOWE.: Yes; they add up to the
amount we specified for the deparbmaent in
April. The termination of the war will reduce
the requirements of the depertment. I eall
the attention of *my hon. friend to the faci-
that we are dealing with an over-ail bill for
some $1,365 million. This is only a break-
down for purposes of discussion, and this
ernount is not being approprieted by itself; a
bill in which this is included is being pre-
pered. I daresay my hon. friend could cut
a million dollars from t-his emount; but a
million dollars from the war appropriation bill
would not be a very important inatter.

Mr. MACDONNELL: 1 suppose that is
true; and yet, if I may say so, it seems to
me that that is another instance of a fact that
worries me, that apparently a million dollars
does not count at ail. As I understand the
minister, these figufes are noV even intended to
be the actual representetion of what is
happening. In other words, epparently thise
does not take into account the fact fhat the
minister's staff is down by a considerable
number. la that correct?

Mr. HOWE: That îs.co'rrect, yçs.
Mr. MACDONNELL: IV does seem to me

that that is an awfully free and easy way of
dealing with money.

Item agreed to.

Additions and extensions to plants, $15,000,-
000.

Mr. GILLIS: The question I wish to esk
the minister under this item is one which I

should perhaps have asked under "depart-
mental administration." Could the minister
tell me, because I am particularly interested,
why the plate milI at Sydney, Nova Scotia,
was closed down? The mil ïwas 'buit in the
last war et a cost of some $11 million Vo the
taxpayers of 'Canada. It was closed imine-
diately after the lest waf, and ahl the equip-
ment, machinery and se forth was moved by
Dominion Steel and Coal and taken to
Ojitbway Fells in Ontario. On the outbreak
of the recent war, the minister will remember,
I reised very often in this ehamiber the matter
of the advisability of having it re-equipped.
Montreel interesta wanted to buy it. Anyway,
enother appropriation was made by the
government arnounting to approximateiy 3hi
million, and the mili was reequipped a second
tiine. It staggered elung until a f ew rnonths ago,
and then was closed again permanently. That
mili belongs to the texpayers; it was bought
and paid for twiee; and I should like to know
why it was closed end what are the future
intentions with respect to it. Is it to be left
idle once again until the machinery is removed,
without eny accounting Vo the people of
Canada? I understand that we are stilI
importing plate from the United States. Thet
mey not be correct. But what is the future of
that milI? Does the government intend to
use it ? Will it be sold? Provided that capital
in that end of the country can be raised to
býy out the ,mill and go into production and
produce plate, is it possible to d'o that?

Mr. HOWE: I assume that the reason the
rnill is net operating is that the custodian of
it is flot able to seIl the produet. The dominion
itself was a large buyer of steel plate during
the shipbuihding programme. Now that the
shipbuilding programme is flnished, it is noV
a ibuyer of plate at ail. I cen speak oniy as Vo
dominion requirernents. My hon. friend is
quite right; the mili belongs to the dominion.
If he 'can find a buyer 1 would be glad te

-offer a very low cost on the milI; we- will turn
it over to War Assets, and he will be delighted
with the trede. I arn looking for a buyer;
perhaps he cen help me eut.

Mr. ITIVINE: Why selI it?

Mr. FLEMING: The. moinister in ýmaking
his statement this efternoon indicated that
this firat item, "additions and extensions te
plants", was rnostly for the Cheik River
a temic energy plant. Would he be good
enough te give the committee some further
break-down of this large amount of $15
million? I arn thinking of a breek-doçwn along
these lines: the plant itself, that is the menu-
fecturing plant; and the settlement or town


