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Scotia Junction to Sudbury. As any hon.
gentleman in this House will see, in mak-
ing the calculation on that basis, I have
gone on perfectly fair and legitimate lines.
I have taken the Postmaster General at'his
word, and adopted his estimate of $40,000
per mile, which he applied to my proposed
line froin Scotia Junction to Sudbury, al-
though I believe the government line through
the northern country will cost very much
more. And when I give this estimate to the
country, I do not wish to be understood for
a moment as expressing my belief that that
line built at that cost could have such
grades or be of such a character as the hon.
inember for North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton)
lias said are absolutely necessary to ensure
the carriage of grain. The cost would pro-
bably be increased fifty per cent if you at-
tempted to construct a road of that kind.
I am only estimating a road with fair
grades as the hon. Postmaster General did
when 1e put the cost of the road, from
Scotia Junction to Sudbury at $40,000 a mile.

Now let us see what would be necessary
under my alternative scheme to give a com-
plete and perfect connection between the
east and the west, and to bring the two great
railway systems of the west and the three
great railway systems of the east into close
conneetion with each other. ut a very early
day. In the first place, you would have to
huild a line from Jacques Cartier Junction
to Coteau, thirty miles, which at $40.000 a
mile-there is no dispute between us as to
the cost of that-would amount to $1,200,-
000. The acquisition of the Canada Atlantic
Railway I estimate at a cost of $12,000,000.
I estimate it at that. heeause I believe that
if the Canada Atlantic Railway could not
he acquired for that anount, a road from
Montreal to the Georgian hay not exceed-
ing 360 miles in length could be built for the
1otal of these two sunms which I have named,
$18.200.000.' Therefore, if we cannot make
fair terms with the Canada Atlantic Rail-
way Company. I believie that sum would
be amply suffieient to build a railway from

Sentreal to a port on the Georgian bay. A
line fromi Scotia Inction to Sudbury, 104
miles at $40.000 per mile would cost $4,-
10fl. Tie line from Sudhlury to Fort Wil-
liam. 555 miles, at an ontside cost of $45,000

a mile, would cost $24.975.000. Betterments
froi Sudbury to Fort William might
tost $3.000MO0, and on the line front
l'ot William to Winnipeg. $2.120.000.
Tlhat gives a total cost of $47,4.05,000
Io a ccomplish the results whilch I have point-
od out. That leaves a halante hetwee the
cost of this portion of ny alternative scheme
and the tost of the g vernmenteitt sco e of
somethiing like $60.000.000 : and thtat $60.-
000,000 could be applied in many efficient
way.s tow-ard the improvement of the trans-
portation facilities of this cpuntry. A por-
tion of it could be appropriated towards
those colonizations rods in the north of
which I have spoken. A portion could be
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applied to the equipment of the Georgian
hay ports. A portion might even be applied
to the improvement and development of our
canals. A further portion could be devoted
to the efficient equipment of the ports of
Quebec and Montreal, as well as the ports
of St. John and Halifax. And after you
have done all that, you would still have
many millions of dollars to the good.

With regard to the proposal of the gov-
ernment itself, while I do not at the present
moment attempt to deal exhaustively with
the defects which might be pointed out
-this bas been done very fully in the
course of the debate-nevertheless there are
one or two characteristics so important that
I think they should be mentioned even at
this stage. In the first place, there is ain
absolute lack of knowledge as to the eastern
section, au absolute lack of any information
which ean give us a fair idea cf whatn
it would cost. I asked members of the
government across the floor the other day
whetber there was one of them who could
state the cost of the eastern section within
$40,000,000, if it is to he built on a four-
tenths per cent grade, and whether or not,
if prepared to make such an estimate, tbey
could present to the country any data upon
which it could be fairly based. I failed to get
any reply. I do not think tînt my riglt bon.
friend, or any man on that side, is able to
make an estimate and support it by suffi-
cient data within the figures I have given.
If w-e are to build a road with a four-tenths
per cent grade, which is the grade my 1teti.
friend from North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton
says it must bave-the ceost of a road with
such a grade, with proper curves. to give it
the solidity and character necessary for the
lauling of trains such as mty hon. friend
from North Norfolk describes. is a matter
of so ntuch intricacy and detail that we
cannot say we have any requisite informa-
tion before us. My lion. friend froi North
Norfolk the other day spoke of hauling
trains of 2,000 tons over that railway at
a cost of $1 per mile. My hon friend from
IIamilton (Mr. Barker), who followed him,
showed that on a railwa3y which he men-
tioned, having as low grades as any rail-
way la America, the cost of hauling a train
load of 576 tons was $2 per mile. and the in-
acecuraty of tlie hon. member for North
Norfolk to wliom my riglt lion. friend the
Prime Minister pointtd as a great expert
on railway transportation, in that regard in-
tdicates that if he is so far away from the
nctutl faîcts in a matter of that kind. the
governent itself cannot bte very near the
actual truth as regards the cost of con-
struction.

In the, next place wo had a commission
nppointod for the purpose of investigating
this question. No one can read the language
of th' Order in Council withnot coceludina
absolutely that the commission was appoint-
ed to deal with this very question of trans-
portati<n. Yet while that commission will be
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