
4129 APIRIL î5 1900 4130

mittee is that the Grand Trunk Railway Mr. BWiRKER. I ain opposing thiis Bill
Company shall be enabled to, acquire con-1 until I know what protection tlie goverl-
trol, by the purchase of stock, of a conneCt- mient is obtaining, wliat protection the Min-
ing railway, the Canada Atlantic Railway. ister of Railways contemlplates la the pnb-
That Canada Atlantic Railway is a most lic interest against wliat will be the result
important connection and feeder for traffie of this combination. Does the lion. gen-
pnrposes of tlie goverimeut railways. and tieman object to that ?
here is the lion. member for Picton ('Mr. E. MuEM.M DNAD Iftehn
M. Macdonald) deliberately asking parhia- enM E. deiru MA fDO ppLD.If thei Bhu
ment to sanction the acquisition by a rival getlen li, sousa of oprsngh to Bile
company of that valuable connection ; and Itiklesoî a ofakyt h
the hion. member for Pictou (Mr. E. 31 committee, liecause my lion. friend under-
Macdonald) would have us belleve tliat we. stands very weIl that the government have
reîiuesenting the country at large, have on the order paper a Bill whîch is ntended
uothing to say t0 lt tliat this is iiierelv a 10 deal with tlie question of goveraimental
prîvate affair between the Grand Trunk rights in relation to tliis railway. If my
anti the Canada Atlantic companies. If ho.friend lias any policy on that question,
the hion, gentleman wonld just for a if lie lias any views upon the governent's
moment fancy liimself the owner of a attitude on that question, lie can oppose
very considerable portion of stock of the that Bill and take wliatever course lie likes,
Intercolonial Railway, and would suppose and lie knows as an old railway muan that
that he were asked to, cousider whetlier lie the power rests ln the governiment-nnd lie
should remnain absolutely quiet la the face! eau move la, tliis parliament to have tliis
of an attempt of a rival company to the ,power exercised-whicli would enable the
Intercolonial Railway to acquire control of goveriiment to take this railway if it 15
--n imotn oncigrn.wudh thought la the interests of tlie goverument
have nothing t0 say ? Would lie sav it to take it.
was none of lis business, and that hie must Mu. BARKER. My policy would be tliat
sit quiet and allow the two companies to the goverament sliould settie its own posi-
complete tlieir agreement, and thea see whnt tion first, and theon consider whabtt it woult
could be done witli tlie combined compaiiy ? a-,sk parlianrient 10 empower these two coin-
Surely the Minister of Railways wvill flot panies to dIo. But to just stand quietly by
acuept that kînd of an argument, short as riaad let the hiorse lie stolen and then go hn
the timie lias been during which lie lias been and lock the door, is sometliing of which
the, railway manager ? His predecessor, I do flot approve. I desire, now that w'e
after many years of experience ln railway have lad shown to us what is going 01u
matters, thoroughly understood the impout- and %v-hat is conitemplated, bo know what
ance of 1h15 Canada Atlantic Railway. and the goverament is going to do for the pro-
lie wanted the government 0f Canada t0 tection of the people. Is there anything un-
own every incli of it. The lion. memiber for fair ln that ? It seems t0 me tliat the gov-
Picton would ask us to sit lieue qnietly and erlîment and the companies have put their
let this Bill go thrugli, and enable th15 ijeaçîs together and that tliey are getting
comipany which is la deadîr rivalry. sO falr the cart before the horse. Let ns know ail
as commercial interests are concerined, -iiçh 1that ks to be doue and what the outcome of
the government railways, to acquire the aiýjl it will be, whnt effeet tlie Bill is goîng
Canada Atlantic. Well, any ordinary busi-ý te hiave 0o1 the Intercolonial Railway, then
niess man wlio would do tînt sort of thing w-e will sec just how mudli, la our judýgment
w-ould lie fit t0 go to a lunatic asylum. I anjti dliscretioin we. representing the . eo-
do not say Ilint off ensively, and the hion, pie, eau afford to do for the companies.
gentleman quhbe understands w-hat ýI men.
I men tliat if the hon, gentleman w-eue Mr. E. 'M. MACDONALD. iIs the hbon,
connected lnan commercial w-ny with a busi- gentlemn's attitude that tlis Bill should
ness concera, and lie were asked to remala liot be passed at the preseat time, and that
quiesceat wlile sucli a transaction was lie proposes thnt the goverument railway
goiag on ; if somebody suggestcd te him Bill shonld be coasidered by the House lie-
that hie should not s-ay nnything tiilis colrn- f'oue tiis Bill should le nllowed to pass ?
petitors lad their plans complete. ho wonld
say :'Do you tliink I am an ass ? Do von Mu. BARKER. 1 proîose-and that is
think I am a proper candidate for a luntie the reason I asked that the ininistel'
asylum ? Now is tle lime for me to inter- shonhd be present before we began the dis-
venle, aad If by any possible mens I eau cussion-I propose to ask the minister what
prevent lus combination against my in is going te lie the effeet of the Bill before
terests. prevent it I will.' Thnt Is the posi- I vote for it.
tion I am presenting to the lion. gentleman. Mr. INGRAM-ý. This Bill stoodi ou tle
and I am quite sure tlie Minister of Rail- order paper for some lime at tlie instance
ways will lie witli me in that. 0f the Prime MUinister. On the 3rd of

Mr. E. 1,.MACDONALD. TIen I amn 10 'Mach the First Minister nsked tînt the
undersbnnd that the hon. member fou Hani- eommittee vise and report progress. This
!Iton (Muf. Barker) is opposing this Bill ? 1. oely the 7tli of APril, aud uext M.Noadnýy


