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government, and that information we think
we are entitled to. The President of the
Board of Trade held certain conferences
with the Canadian representatives, and at
page 35 of the colonial conference report,
we find this:

The result of the informal meetings with the
President of the Board of Trade are set forth
in the following memorandum :—

As a result of the communications which
have taken place, it is understood that the
representatives of the colonies hereinafter
mentioned are prepared to recommend to their
respective parliaments preferential treatment
of British goods on the following lines :—

Canada : The existing preference on lists of
cent and an additional vpreference on lists of
selected articles—

(a) By further reducing ihe duties in favour
of the United Kiangdom ;

(b) By raising duties
ports ;

(c) By imposing duties on
imports now on the free list.

That is merely a recommendation by the
Canadian representatives to the Canadian
government. We would like, and I think
the country would also like to be informed,
whether or not that suggestion has been ac-
quiesced in by the government of this coun-
try, and whether we are to expect that that
policy will be carried out by Canada ;
whether or not it will be carried out without
any corresponding preference to the products
of Canada in the markets of the mother
country, or whether it will only be carried
out by Canada on the exemption by the
mother country of Canadian food products
from the tax which has recently been im-
posed.

There is another matter, Mr. Speaker, up-
on which I would like to say a word. We
know that during the last three or four
years Canada has been subjected to a dis-
crimination by the German empire. We
know that the German empire has imposed
upon Canada a maximum tariff, while she
accords to all other portions of the empire
and to the United States of America her
minimum tariff. This matter has been dis-
cussed more than once in the House; it
has been brought to the attention of the gov-
ernment ;- and my hon. friend the Minister
of Finance took the position of almost jus-
tifying the action of the German government
when the matter was brought up by my
hon. friend from Pictou some two years
ago. We have pointed out to the House and
the country that this discrimination is unfair
to Canada, because it is a discrimination im-
posed, according to the expressed words of
the German chancellor, because Canada has
granted a preference to the mother country.
We have also pointed out to the House and
the country on more than one occasion that
German goods have been coming to Canada
under this British preference with very lit-
tle value added to them in the British
islands. As a matter of fact, under the Cus-
toms regulations which were read to this

against foreign im-

certain foreign

House by my hon. friend from Toronto last
year, all that is necessary is to change the
label on the goods and add a profit, and then
they come to Canada as British goods.

On the one hand we have Germany dis-
criminating against Canada, and on the
other hand, we have Germany getting the
advantages of the preferential tariff. Now,
a very important statement was made, and
apparently acquiesced in by the Canadian
representatives at this political conference,
and I will read it to my right hon. friend
and ask him whether or not the Canadian
government acquiesced in that statement,
and if so, whether it is the view which his
government entertains:

In connection with the discussion of prefer-
ential trade, the conference also considered
the point raised by the Commonwealth gov-
ernment as to the possibilities of the coloniecs
losing most-favoured nation treatment in
foreign countries in the event of their giving
a tariff preference to British goods. As, how-
ever, the exports from the colonies to foreign
countries are almost exclusively articles of
food or raw materials for various industries,
the possibilities of discrimination against them
in foreign markets was not regarded as ser-
ious, and as the exports from foreign countries
to the colonies are mainly manufactured ar-
ticles it is recognized that if such discrimina-
tions should take place the colonies had an
effective remedy in their own hands.

Thus my right hon. friend and his col-
leagues have acquiesced in a° statement
that with regard to this German discrimin-
ation we have an effective remedy in our
own hands. During the past three or four
years we on this side have pointed out to
the government that we have in our own
hands an effective remedy. In 1891 we mov-
ed a resolution which pointed out that the
government of this country had an effec-
tive remedy in their own hands, and that
resolution was voted down by my hon.
friends opposite and no action has since
been taken by this government. Neither
have we information whether they ever
made any protest with regard to this treat-
ment, and I desire now to point out to my
right hon. friend that according to the view
acquiesced in apparently by himself and col-
leagues at the colonial conference, this gov-
ernment has the remedy in its own hands,
yet it hesitates to apply it. It suffers Ger-
ran goods to come into Canada by the
hundreds of thousands of dollars under the
British preference, and at the same time
suffers Canadian products to go into Ger-
many under the maximum tariff, while
goods from all the rest of the empire and
the TUnited States go into that country
freely under the lower or minimum tariff.

There is one other matter in connection
with the colonial conference on which I
would like to say a word. The colony of
Newfoundland, immediately after the con-
clusion of that conference, was permitted to
enter into negotiations with the TUnited
States for the making of a treaty, very



