ceased to be the masters of their own destinies and became the tools of
German policy. This fate the Yugoslavs were determined to avoid, if at
all possible, at however great a cost.

The nazi attack is directed mainly at Greece as the key to the
situation in the eastern Mediterranean. Having voluntarily met the
attacks of Germany’s ally for five long months, after having inflicted
heavy losses upon the Italian invaders and driven them from Greek soil,
Greece has now to face the force of nazi Germany herself, on another and
more exposed section of her extended frontiers. It is a tremendous task:
in terms of military equipment and power, one that would seem to be
almost overwhelming. Greece, however, has revealed that a heroic spirit
Is more to be desired than all else. The Greeks have already risen to face
their new enemy with indomitable courage and with the united will of the
whole Greek nation.

The nazi attack on Yugoslavia and Greece is a major development.
It is too early even to surmise what it may portend. We must be
brepared to witness a stupendous conflict. We should realize, too, that
the nazi design of conquest in the Balkans is not an end in itself.
It is another attempt at outflanking positions which are obstacles in the
Path of world domination. Each country Germany occupies serves two
burposes: the resources of the conquered people are added to her
Strength, and a new base is acquired for the next act of aggression.
Germany is seeking the subjugation of the Balkan peninsula as a step
In the outflanking of Britain’s position in the Mediterranean.

In their struggle, the Yugoslavs and the Greeks will have all the
Support in materials and men that it is possible, in the circumstances
with which they are faced, for Britain and the British commonwealth to
Provide. They will have, too, material aid from the United States under
the terms of the lease-lend act.

The announcement from London of the presence in Greece of an
expeditionary force of British, Australian and New Zealand troops makes
clear that British support is already at hand. The word that British and
South African forces have taken Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia,
gives promise also of the early release af additional British forces for
employment in other theatres of war in the near east.

In the whole situation, however, nothing could be more significant
than that at last the great nazi military machine has not been able to
impose the nazi will by threats, fear and intimidation. That is in itself
Symbolic of ultimate victory. The feeling of hope and encouragement
It affords should not, however, blind us to the realities of the situation.
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