
" The parameters of the terra 'armed': will any form of
weapon, such as machetes, be a sufficient criterion or
must firearnis be used?

" The size and structure of a group thus defined: a partial
answer can be found witbin the 1949 Geneva
Conventions.

" Some opposition groups are clearly outside state control,
but others, as in Colombia and Northern Ireland, fight
with the govemmient or at least against the armed
opposition group.

In addition, the objectives of the group need to be
considered. Some groups have purely political aims, but
others fimd their goals through criminal activities.

The final problema is that child soldiers are
illcreaqinglv recruited and eMDloved in conflicts on al

*Article 4 of Additional Protocol Il to the 1949 Geneva
Conventions, relating to the protection of victinis of
non-international armed confficts, which states at
paragraph 3.

Children shall be provided with the care and aid they
require, and in partîcular: [...] c) children who have flot
attained the age offifteen years shall neither be
recruited in the armed forces nor allowed to take
part in hostilities; d) the special protection provided by
this Article to children who have flot attained the age of
fifleen years shall remain applicable to them ifthey take
a direct part in hostilities despite the provisions ofsub
paragraph c) and are captured.

It is interesting, Mr. Vonivier pomnted out that this Article
seerns to take it for granted that the minimum age
stipulation wiIl be violated. It is difficuit to apply Additional
Protocol Il because of the need to meet six cumulative
conditions.

Human rights law also makes some provision for
reaulatini the activities of non-governmental armed groups,


