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SECRETARY OF STATE GUERGIS TO TRAVEL TO PERU TO BUILD ON STRONG
COMMERCIAL AND POLITICAL TIES

The Honourable Helena Guergis, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and
Internatiocnal Trade and Secretary of State for Sport, will visit Lima, Peru, on July 23
and 24, 2007, to strengthen the already robust commercial and political ties between
Canada and Peru.

While in Lima, Ms. Guergis will meet with Peru’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, His
Excellency José Antonic Garcia Belainde, as well as the Minister of Foreign Trade and
Tourism, Her Excellency Mercedes Araoz Fernandez.

Ms. Guergis will also deliver the keynote speech at a luncheon hosted by the Canada-
Peru Chamber of Commerce and several partner commerce associations in Lima on
July 23.

Peru is an important and growing market for Canada. Over the last three years,
Canada’s trade with Peru has expanded, reaching $288.5 million in exports to Peru and
$2.1 billion in imports last year. The stock of Canadian foreign direct investment in Peru
reached $2.9 billion in 2006. Canada is the largest foreign investor in Peru’s mining
sector, and Canadian companies are active investors in the country's banking, oil and
gas, telecommunications and printing sectors.

On June 7, 2007, the Honourable David Emerson, Minister of International Trade,
announced the launch of free trade negotiations with the Andean Community countries
of Colombia and Peru. The first rcund of negotiations took place in Lima the week of
July 16.

Ms. Guergis will hold a brief media availability following her speech.
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