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IJC AIR-POLLUTION REPORT DETROIT-ST. CLAIR AREAS

The Secretary of State for ýExternal Affaire,
Mr. Mitchell Sharp, and the Minister of the Environ-
ment Mr. jack Davis, announced on October 12 that a
report on transboundary air pollution in the Detroit-
Windsor and Sarnia-Port Huron areas had been pre-
sented by the International Joint Commission to the
Governinents, cf Canada and the United States.

The report is the product of extensive -investiga-
tions carried out .by the Commission over the past six
years. The inquiry involved a meteorological study
of the two areas, measurement of the contamination
of air masses crossing the international boundary,
identification and quantification of the sources cf
transboundary air pollution and determination of the
resulting adverse effects.

The Commission found that there le trans-
boundary pollution la both areas. In the Detroit-
Windsor area, roughly 90 pet cent of particulates
(emaîl pleces of solid matter, like dust) and 94 pet
cent of suiphur oxides originated in the U.S.

Ia the Sarnia-Port Huron area about 52 per cent

of the particulates and 27 per cent of sulphur oxides
originated ln Canada.

The malodours experienced in Port Huron and

Marine City, Michigan, were owing to transboundary
moveinent fromn the Canadian side. The principal

sources of the major pollutants, particulates and
sulphur oxides ln the Detroit River areas were the

steam-electric power plant and metallurgical indus-

tries ln Wayne County, Michigan. The principal
sources of these air contaminants in~ the St. Clair
River area were the steani-electric power plants la
Michigan and the oil refineries and chemical indus-
tries near Sarnia.

COMMISSIONi RECOMMENDATIONS

said air-quality objectives and a unlform method for
assessing ait quality"; third, that the governments
concerned enter into agreement on co-ordinated pro-
cedures under which the regulatory agencies in both
countries wiIl respond quickly to adverse atmos-
pheric conditions when these arise; fourth, that the
two governments, in concert with provincial and
state agencies and industry, expand their air-quality
research programs; and' finaliy, that the Commission
itself be assignod a new role of surveillance and
monitoring the programs and niaking further recoin-
mendations. ln this connection, the Commission has
proposed the establishment of a permanent interna-
tional advisory board, and citizens advisory groups,
to assist it ia carrying out its duties.

SITUATION SERIOUS

The Canadian authorities agree that the IJC has
made a sound analysis of the probleins of trans-
boundary pollution in these areas, and has confirmed
that a serious situation exists. The Canadian Govern-
ment views with concern the situation described by
the Commission and considers that the recommenda-
tions, if implemented by the resporisible authorities
on a co-operative basis, should resuit la a morO
rapid improvement la air quality la these areas, and
protect air quality la the future. Canada is ready to
play its full part in the kind of measures recoin-
mended by the Commission. The provisions of Can-
ada's Clean Air Act of 1971, would prcwide the
necesaary basis for participation la the klnd of inter-
national agreement recommended by the Commission.

Canadian Governinent officiais are consulting
the responsible authorities la the Ù3nited States, with
a view to discusslng the implementation of the c-
operative measures reommënded by the IJC. The
first meeting for this purpose wili take place in


