
corporate and public interests/concerns, leading to a social amonie. However, Seattle did make a
difference and demonstrationslprotest like that may be a way to push the public interest on the
global economic agenda. Resistance starts locally. Vincent Della Salla (Carleton University)
pointed out that this night be difficuit to do since there does flot exist an accountable and
responsible public authority to which anti-systemic/anti-globalisation related grievances could be
directed. Where do groups go when the state and corporate interests are hostile? Stopping the
MIA and the recent protests in Washington and Seattle may have contributed to developing a
discourse but did flot make a tangible difference. Elizabeth Smythe (Concordia University
College) said that wbile no one really knows what the real impact of Washington and Seattle will
be, globalisation (seen as a contestable, business driven process), has been de-legitiniised by the
civil society protests.

Arch Ritter (Carleton University) said that the impact of globalisation on development is
variable, I some parts of Latin America, participation in the global economic system improved
socioecononiic conditions. I Chile, for instance, integration bas led to increased exports and
tcbnological transfers. The per capita income bas improved, poverty has fallen by more than one
half and taxes were increased to pay for social programs. The current government is flot anti-
labour. This development leads one to conclude that there is no dichotomy between a
"Competition State" and a social welfare state. The two are mutually supportive. Whle this may
be truc, Louis Bélanger (Université Laval) said that the link between trade policy and foreign
policy bas to be strengthencd. It eould be useful to look at cconomic/trade issues tbrough a lens
equivalent to human secunity. I this context, it would make sense to open borders to textiles
coming from the South. Access to globalisation may equal dcvelopment if safety nets are created,
and trade conducted within a broader fr-amework. Nonetheless, thic fact remains, as Jean-Philipe
Théien (Université de Montréal) pointed out, that there is a dlean correlation betwcen trade
openness and thec development of income disparities. hIcome disparities are greater than ever


