
During the present century, th tremendous deYelopftent of transport
and communicati~ons (sea and air navigation, radiotelegrapiy and, more recently,
met eoro logical andi communications satllites) andi the increased requirements. of
modern economic activity have given rise to~ a large number of technica problems,
as well as unprecedented opportunities for improvemet. A universal appreciation
of the importance of meteorology, coupled with the surpris iig development of
technology, bas enabled this relatively young science to make coîisiderable progress.
These new developments shoveti that reorganization at an international level was
necesuexy ini view of the increased interest in meteorology.

Consequently, the Conference of Directors of the National Meteorp-
logical Services, whic~h met at Washington in 1947 under the. auspices of the
International l4eteorological Organization, adopteti the Iorld Meteorological
Convention establishing a nev organization founded on an agreement bstween govern-
Jments. Just prior to th1is Conferenc, Can~ada hati played host to the. sessions of
the Technical Commissions of the, IM, which met in Toronto in the suimer of 1947.

o~ettp~The Convenio adopted at Washingtoni wo.s ratified by a large niubr
of tats, ndini 1951 the new World Mteorologica4 Organizato14pp m atie

the 0M having bepu. dissolved. Furthermore, the Gener~al Asml fteUie
Nations aproved, in December 1951, the agreement between the UJnited Nati.ons

and he WrldMeteo9yo1ogiçal 9rgp.nization. The latter vas thus z-pç.gnized by
the nitd Ntios a a pecialized Agency.

The. objectives of the. WMQ are:

(1) ti, facj.litate international co-operation in the.
establishment. of netwo4ks of stations and centers
to proie met ajoogial services and oervations;

vatonsand ensure te> unfonu publicçation of obser-.

açvion sh g ag iuture,an tehua

Theadmnisratve nd echica mahinry f he WMO cqpsists of:


