
this soriic creation, pairs of women face each other and rapidly inter-
change rhythmicized noises, combined with audible breathing. Occa-
sionally a story underlies the gaines and a competitive spirit is often
evident.

Indian folklore is less homogeneous. Although many tribes believe
each song is the persona] property of an individual, most of their tra-
ditions refiect the diversity of the four main geographical and cultural
units across Canada. The art forin characteristic of the Pacific North-
west Coast Indians is the totem pole. Each figure on these ancestral
family trees Iiad its own song. Whenever a chief acquired a new dis-
tinction through war or marriage, a figure or emblem was carved and a
song conceived. The Athapaskans recognize two main classes of song:
"happy" - dance songs sung to accompaniment of a drumbeat, and
"sad" - slow, unaccompanied, and sung solo. The annual Sun Dance,
a religious and social event lasting from two days to two weeks, is the
most important ritual for the Plains indians, while the Indians of east-
ern Canada celebrate the earth's cycles with cight major ceremonies


