The Trouble With Numbers

In the end, a country-specific, non-numeric evaluation of military expenditures
is also necessary. To focus solely on numeric measures of military spending without
taking account of the national and international social and security contexts risks
reaching erroneous conclusions. Too many important factors related to both the role
of the military and the development process are not captured by the data, and would
not be captured by the data even if they were available.
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