
Triumph for Human Riglits

T here are many milestones
that mark the progress Of
humnafity's search for f ree-
dom and dignity, such as the
Magna Carta in Britain, the
American Declaration of
Independence, and the
French Declaration of the
Rights of man and Citizen.
With each of these mile-
stones, one nation took a
step forward and set an
example for others to follow.

Then 40 years ago last
December, flot just one nation
but the world took a bigger
step than ever before. There
was no bloodshed, no violent
revolution, and very little
drama. Vet December 10,
1948, will be remembered as
the start of a new era for
human rights and freedoms.

On that day the United
Nations General Assembly
adopted the Universal Decla-
ration of Humani Rights. By
doing so it ensured that
humnan rights could neyer
again be ignored by the inter-
national community.
The Universal Declaration
now is recognized as one of
the finest accomplishmeflts of
t he United Nations (UN), and
o ne that Caniada can reflect
o n with pride: John P.
Humphrey. a Canadian and
the UN Director of Human

!Ilt from 1146 to 1966,
plyda key role in ils

drafting.
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sex, language, religion, politi-
cal or other opinion, national
or social origin, birth or other
statua.-
Few of the ideats embodied
in the declaration were new.


