school students to represent
each of the Commonwealth
countries in a series of
lectures, workshops and simu-
lated negotiations and debates
on a Commonwealth theme.
The Conference concludes
with a model Heads of Govern-
ment Meeting at which the stu-
dent delegates discuss agenda
items of current concern to the
Commonwealth.

In the realm of sport, the
quadrennial Commonwealth
Games and the associated
Paraplegic Games provide an
opportunity for athletes
throughout the Commonwealth
to meet in friendly competition.
In 1978, the Queen opened
the eleventh Commonwealth
Games in Edmonton. From
August 3 to 12, teams of
athletes from more than 50
member countries, associated
states and dependencies com-
peted in what is often and cor-
rectly termed the “Friendly
Games”. In sports as in
politics, there are no Common-
wealth superpowers since the
basic principle of the associa-
tion is equality of all members.
The Games have twice pre-
viously been held in Canada, in
Hamilton and Vancouver. The
twelfth Commonwealth Games
are scheduled to be held in
Australiain 1982.

In Canada’s view, the future
belongs to the unofficial Com-
monwealth because it pro-
motes the grass roots links be-
tween the peoples of member
countries which are so impor-
tant to the association.
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