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and more particularly in the Third Committee at the seventh
session, of the principle of self-determination. Though no
one would venture to suggest that we of the United Nations

are of one mind as to the exact nature of this principle,

or as to the means by which it can best be implemented, it
must be recognized that a majority of the Assembly has
accepted the fundamental principle on which self-determination
is based. v

My Delegation would submit that Puerto Rico
presents us with a good example of a people who were
given the opportunity to benefit from the application of
this principle of self-determination, The Puerto Rican
people were in fact given a free choice among the three
alternatives of independence, statehood within the Federal
Union, and, finally, association with the United States as
a free Commonwealth, The United States Delegate has informed
us of the overwhelming majority which this people recorded
in favour of the last named solution, There is no need to
repeat here those impressive figures.

I have no intention, Mr. Chairman, in the course
of this debate.to go into the question as to whether or not
the right of self-determination includes in all cases a
right to'secede; this might ralse, as previous discussions
in the United Nations have already shown, problems of a
very difficult nature., I should like, however, to refer
to the proposition advanced by a number of delegations to
the effect that the Puerto Rican people were not given a
proper chance to pronounce on the issue itself of independ-
ence. As the distinguished Delegate for the United States
has already-explained, among the political parties which in
the elections of 1948 sought a mandate from the people of
Puerto Rico was the Independence Party which, as its name
might indicate, was the chief advocate of Puerto Riecan
independence., ' The Puerto Rican people in those elections
were entirely free to place their trust in this particular
political party, as they were entirely free to confer it on
any of the other political parties which took part in the
elections. ‘It is the view of my Delegation that if the
Puerto Rican people had wished to achieve complete
independence, they would there and then have given their
support to that party which had made the issue of independ-
ence the chief plank of its political platform, But as we
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