
would be partition of the country between the European coastal cities on the

one hand and the Muslim hinterland on the other.

The Tunisian Representative, Mr. Mongi Slim, stressed bis country's

desire to work towards the goal of peaceful negotiations. While admitting

that France had a legitimate interest in North Africa, he attacked what lie

termed the "fiction" that Algeria was an integral part of France. He criticized

the French insistence on a cease-fire and elections as prerequisites to nego-

tiations and pointed to Indonesia, Morocco and Tunisia where negotiations

hadpreedd acese-ire H ciedtheexmp of Tunisia and Morocco
to dsprve te Fenchargmen tha a ecogtio ofthe principle of self-

determiation for Ageria wouId lead to anrhy orpi Ion n closing,

Mr lim expressed the hoýpe tat agreement could be reachdo hebsso

the offe of"od offces"fo the muisan and Mrcan Heads of State.

The general debate on the Algerian question was marked by a more

moderate tone than had characterized previous United Nations discussions of

this subject. The debate seemed to indicate a growing desire on both sides

for some kind of negotiated settlement. There continued however to be

differences of opinion as to the right formula for bringing about these negotia-

tions. A group of seventeen African and Asian countries introduced a

resolution recognizing that the principle of self -determiination should be

applied in Algeria and calling for negotiations designed to reach a solution

ini accord with the United Nations Charter. A second resolution. sponsored

by five Latin American countries, Italy and Spain, expressed the hope that a

just solution would be f ound to the Algerian problem. A number of delega-

tions, including the Canadian, feit that the seventeen-power resolution could,

if suitably amended, obtain wide support in the Coinmittee. Ireland, Norway

and Canada therefore joined in proposing amendments designed to produce

a compromise to *hich both sides could acquiesce. These amendments pro-

vîded that the Algerian people should be entitled to work out their future in

a democratic way and proposed "effective discussions to resolve the present

troubled situation"' and to flnd a solution to the Algerian question.

In accordance with Assembly procedure, the amendments to the seven-
tee-poer esoutin wrevotd o flst y te Cmmttee and were adopted
b vte f 3 luf aour 3 agins, wth abtenios. France did not

partcîpte n te vte nd out Afîcawasabsnt.Those yotmng against
theamedmets ncldedtheSovet loc an mot o te African and Asian
counrie. Wen he evetee-pOer esoutin, s aended, was put to a

vote, the Lbran epsettvwoadbtandon the amendments,

joined those voti* agaiust the resolution. The draft resolution was there-

fore rejected bya tie voeof 37 to 37, with 6 abstentions and the Algerian

item was passed to the General Assembly without any Committee recom-

mnendation.

In the three days between the final Committee vote and the consideration

of this item in the Assembly, a series of consultations resulted in the produc-

tion of a compromise resolution co-sponsored by a group of Asian, European

and Latin Americail countries and Canada. Once an informal agreement had

been reached behiud the scenes regardiug this compromise proposal, the

General Assembly quickly gave it unanimous approval by a vote of 80 in

favour, with France not participating in the vote and South Africa absent.

The resolutiori took note of the offer of good offices made by the Moroccan

and Tunisian lleads of State and expressed "the wish that iu a spirit of

effective co-operation, pourparlers will be entered into, and other appropriate

mieans utilized, with a view to a solution, in conformity with the purposes and

principles of the Charter of the United Nations".


