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BOOK REVIEWS.

Lessons 1IN HEAT AND LieuTt, by D. E. Jones, B. Sc.
(London); pp 815, price three shillings and sixpence,
London, MacMillan & Co., and New York. These lessons
are intended to introduce beginners to the study of experi-
mental physics. They are very suitable for this purpose, being
written in an easy style, having reference to ordinary
phenomena and illustrated by experiments. The plan of the
work is so well illustrated in the preface, and applies to
patural science teaching so well that we quote the author’s

words:

“I am well aware that many educational authorities hou that teachers
of sclence (more especially in schools) should confine their instructions
to th~ principles of the subject, without entering into details of manip-

1. ;on or methods of experiment, To the teacher who aims chiefly at
geuwing *‘ results” this view readily commends itself; it saves trouble and
expense, and enables him to devote more time to laws and _eneralizations.
Unfortunately the results thus obtained are not of great value. A
school boy may be taught to repeat glibly certain forms of words respect-
ing the conservation of energy or the atomic theory; but until he has
acquired considerable familiarity with bebaviour and properties of

bodies, the words convey no clear idea to his mind. My own experience _

in teaching has led me to the conclusion that students who come to
college with an elementary knowledge acquired in this way are very
unsatisfactory material to work with. They have been accustomed to
get their knowledge at second-hand from their teacher or from their
book; and they find an experimental course more troublesome, more
tedious and apparently more uncertain. They are easily discouraged,
and do not see how much can be learned from their own failures. The
method fails to bring out one of the chief advantages of science as an
educational subject—the trainipg in the habit of Obwrvtﬂm. and of
learning from things at first sight.
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OvuTLINES OoF PsYycHOLOGY¥; Loeic AND THE HISTORY oF

EpucarioN, by J. B. Hall, Ph. D. Provincial Normal
School, Truro, Nova Scotia. . Published in Toronto, by
William Briggs, 1892. Pages X + 200, 7 in, x 5 in.

There is no other subject of study so difficult as Psycho-
logy. 8o far the whole field is covered with a rank growth
of personal and bigoted beliefs,—subtle and antagonistic.
A fair comprehension of the profoundest of these systems of
beliefs is possible only to the most gifted. Every age pro-
duces one or two gregt philosophers able to shake or over-
throw the work of his predecessors and so build up a system
of his own which seems firm until his successors demolish it
in turn, Such a science, if science it can yet be called, would
evidently form a somewhat unstable foundation for educa-
tional theory or practice. Yet as psychology and physiology
investigate the properties of body and mind, such studies

are likely to prove useful to-the educator, and should be |

encouraged.

With this idea, Dr. Hall has written this.little book of
‘““notes ” from his professional readings. These notes and
quotations, covering so many subjects, are, as might be ex-
pected, too meagre and sketchy to be of much value, —yet
they are selected with good judgment. Any book treating
these subjects less exhaustively than Quick, Compayre, or
Lendner, is practically valueless as a text book. A mere
outline, being associated in the mind of its author with all
that he has read and thought on the subject may seem to
him rich and suggestive. But to the mind of the learner it
appears most dry and barren. We were surprised to find
throughout almost the entire book evidences of ¢areless
composition,—scarcely a page without ambiguous phrases,
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errors in grammar, or faulty proof reading. Plychology
without accuracy is of course valueless,

The chaptetonlogic,enweountoﬁhbmvity, won‘dbe
useful only as notes in the class-room. Inductive reasoning
should have received some attention. The value of the
chapter on the History of Education is not seriously affected
by the characteristic defects of the book. : The develop-
ment of educational thought is traced from the earliest
nations down to the present times—particular attention be:
ing given to the deductions made by mm
from his philosophy,

mmdmmmmmsﬁmpttom M
eonnecﬁonoxﬁt-butvmthepqcbo-m! wulse
of aemmmmmyubmumm

ers a very clear idea of the great philosopher’s pedagogieal
system—the clearest and fujlest outline that we have seen of

it. In hisintuitive grasping of the system and his profound
sympathies we see the elqmnuof Doctoclhll’s success as
a teacher.
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JnhslIanirWright,cloﬂ!?ppsﬂl price 70 cents, Boston,
D. C. Heath & Co. publishers, 1892. Of all the writers
who are striving to make utnnl science popiht Iﬂiﬁ
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highly “entertaining way, much that is in :
imﬂ-uctivetotheordiuqmnd. In this b«ik.x_
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number of Littell's Living Age and not find in it some
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is a biographical sketch that attracts particu

8ir John Franklin is the subject, mdﬁemm
Arctic explorers, whose_ tﬂﬂbkm was for many years
rowdedmmyotery and for whose mmdﬁwmao_ :
many gallant efforts were made. The sketch is byone who,
a8 & very young man, lived for three years an inmate of the
great explorer’s farhily. - But it is of his Momm
this paper mainly treats, and for which he was best known.
He took part in four different Arctic expeditions; the fisrt
in 1818, and the last which resulted so disasterousl h‘]ﬁ“o




