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A Simple Dressing Case.

e top of a burean does not meet the regnire-
ments of the young iady of the present day, in
the way of a dressing table. The charming
picces of furniture modelled after those of
colonial times are quite out of the ques-
tion with many of us, but any one may
have a dressing table, like that seen in our
sketeh, for two or three dollars, or even less.
Take an ordinary pine kitchen table and short-
en the legs until of the height at which a lady
can comfortably malke her toilet when sitting,
Avound three sides tack a deep box-plaited frill
of soft, clinging Japanese crepe or silkaline;
R over the top spread a whitelinen cloth embroid-
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d eved or hemstitched. If the former, use em-
§ roidery silk to mateh the color of the decora-
8 tions of the room, with which the drapery of
the table must also harmonize. Drape curtains
A (rom a bracket affixed to the wall, looping them
B back, and fastening to the sides of the table by
¥ {ull ribbon bows, or double loops of the enrtain
g materinl, Hang a mirror against the wall,
the plain, cheap frame of which may be covered
N with the same goods. A tray for brush and
comb, two pretty little china dishes, one for
hairpins, the other for jewelry, a hand mirror
and a pincushion covered with linen, complete
the tasteful outfit.—Amertcan Agriculturist,

Putting Away Winter Clothes.

I1 is easy for those who possess amplo store
room to put away unseasonable apparel. DBut
for the class who occupy houscs where all con-
veniences are conspicuous by their absenco, it
is more difficult to accomplish this in a satis-
factory manner, and places must first be pro-
vided,

It is nover wise to take the great cham-
ber closet and the drawers of the dressing
case to store articles not in use. If you do, you
may find yourself in the unpleasant predicament
ol the little girl, who was found crying bitterly
because she would be late at the party, and
when questioned said: * My dess is in the
spare room, and the minister is taking a baf.”

If the house has a garret or unused room,

sufficient storage places can easily be provided,
Fig 1 shows a home-made moth and dust-proof
receptacle for dresses and cloaks., Itis a long
packing box, smoothly lined with paper, and
supplied with hinged lid. Strips of webbing or
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muslin are tacked along the back twelve inches
apart. Opposite each strap a small hook is
screwed into the front ot the box on which the
other end of the strap is to be slipped. This
makes a tray on which a dress or cloak can he
laid.

The lid has four straps of the webbing or
muslin. One end of the strap is tacked on the
lid ; the other slips over a small brass-headed
nail. The lid can be laid hack, the dress laid
smoothly in place and the straps fastened. In
putting articles in the box, space must be lelt
for the dress on the lid.

By packing in this way. dresses and_cloaks
will come out fresh and unwrinkled, and minus
the peculiar stretched appearance they have
when left hanging one over another on closet
hooks.

A very ingenious woman, the wife of an army
officer, who was spending the summer at one
time in even smaller quarters than usnal, and
whose only place of storage was a small, un-
finished attic, procured a numher
of barrels. After cavefully driv-
ing in all projecting nails, she
papered the inside with old
newspapers, making the paste
yellow with copperas to prevent
- mice and rats gnawing the paper

Fig. 2. off. The lids of the barrels were
carefully fastened together by nailing strips of
lath across. The wnder side was papered the
same as the inside of the barrels, Strong tapes
were then tacked on in the manner shown hy
Iig. 2. 'To these were pinned with strong safe-
ty pins her childven’s winter dresses. Tn some
cases several articles were fastened toone strap.
Sometimes one garment was pinued to two
straps in order to keep it in shape.

Tor the cloaks she had a number of stretchers
made of strong wire, bent into shape of Iig. 8.
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These she slipped into the shoulders of the cloak,
which was then fastened around them, The
tape was put throngh the circle in the top of
the stretcher and pinned up on itself. She also
had stretchers cut in the shape of fig. 4, out of
thin boards, and a hole bored near the top.
These she used in the same manner.

After the lids, with their loads of small gar-
ments, were placed on the barrels, strips of
paper were pasted over the edges of the lid and
barrel, making all moth-proof, as moths will
not eat through paper. Thelids of the packing
boxes were fastened down in the same way.

The winter underwear and hosiery should be
put in a barrel prepared in this way, oxcept the
tapes on the lid, All articles should be mended,
if mending is necessary.

When the family is large and the clothes to
be put away belong to diffevent persons, a list
giving the namo of every article in it, and to
whom they belong, should be pasted on each
box or barrel. Anotherplanistonumbereach box

and barrel, and write the list of their contents in
a note hook, referring to ench box and barrel by
number. This is the most convenient plan, for
the book can he consulted more easily than the
lists,

Before packing away, all sarments should be
exposed to the sun and air for a day, and well
shaken to remove the dust.  Furs should e
treated in the same inavner.  Tf moths are
plentiful small woollen articles that may le
needed during the swmner may he placed in
paper bags, such as ave used for putting grocer-
ies in, and the bags pasted up.  They will be
perfectly safe from Loth moth and dust on an
ordinary closet shell.—Counlry Gentleman.

Temperance in the Home,

In this day of slavery of the human race to
intemperancein cating and dvinking, it hehooves
us to study the means wherehy we can pre-
serve temperance in our homes. As wives and
mothers we should look well w the food we
place before our Tamilics ; not that we should
malke slaves of ourselves in preparing a great
variety of vich food—but have it good and
wholesome, and at regular hours.

What, think you, is the secret of the great
success of the W. C.T. U, Coffce Palace in
Minneapolis? Some of you will say it is the
prayers of Christian women. [ will not say
younay, but will say that good food is a great

attraction to the human family. and they
understand this thoroughly in that Palace.

A girl came to work for me once, highly
recommended ‘¢ if she were only strong enough,”
She was with me nine months and never failed
to do her work. Wholesome food and regular
meals worked wonders for her, She went home
at one time for a week's visit, and when she
came back she had had the sick headache until
her eves were as bloodshot as any drunkard’s.
Her mother would have thought it the worst
of erimes to have given her drink to put her in
such a state. but she had sent her daughter’s
father to a dyspeptic’s grave by her cookery,
and I understand her present husband is often
unable to attend to his work on account of sick
headache, Oh, mothers, let me plead with you
to give your childven such [ood as will make
them grow, and not so rich or so poor as to
create a longing for stimulants or drugs to keep
the wheels of life moving., It is that craving
which sends inany to the saloon,

The only perfect safeguard against intemper-
ance in drinking is to touch not, taste not,
handle not the wine. How can weexpect those
who perhaps inherit the love of strong drink
to abstain from it when we who profcss to des-
pise it will keep it in the house and use it for
every ache and pain? Many families think
they must have it iu case ol sudden sickness.
It looks so absuwrd to me, when by a little
thonght we can substitute other things in place
of it. Ammonia for bathing the sick is far
better than aleohol, and I have been told that
it would kill the poison from a mad dog or
snake if applied in time. Coflec is better than
liquor for nausea caused by handling the sick
or the dead. So on through all owr ailments;
we can find something better than alcoholic
poiSOll.

When my little boy was a bahe a good neigh-
bor came to care {for him; she lamented every
day that I did not get sonie gin to give him,
“and a little of it would be good for the mother
too.” I said unothing for a time. but became
weary of her clamor for gin for the baby and
told her 1 could conecive of no greater sin than
to put liquor into my Loy’s mouth. and that if
my boy ever should he a drunkard I would not
have to mourn that he received his first taste
from his mother's hand. Just think of it,
mothers, if our blessed boys should go astray,
will they look back and say, ¢ 'ather and
mothev thought liquor so necessary to use, I
did not sappose it was such poison ! "—ilrs.
Harriet Lamb, in Farm, Stock, and Ilome.




