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THE ORDINARY INDIVJD UAL.

Ta1RtcuGH tire carlier part cf this century the subjeet cf this paper
ireld a preud position in literatura. Wordsworth and other peeta, in an
',,et indulgent uieod, assigned te him tire seat cf bonour ait the banquet
of life, and stored bis trenclier with a guilelesa feast cf their choicest vege-
tables. But Sîtheticisrn has dealt bardly witb the wortby mari. Tire
Peot cf the pcriod in thre capacity cf master cf ceremonies, bas camte rip te
ira and tapping frima on the siroulder with his peetie stave, lias uttered

tire gruif command, IlFriend, give this man place "-introducing ait the
8arne time a tank and shadowy fermi as a candidate for the position. And
thu8 it is tirat a wan invalid is seen in tic seat cf horîcur, egling a bouquet
Of lîlies and sunflowbrs in a fragment cf a vase. a i

Mya sympathies go eut ta the banished cric, se rudely relegated to a
St below the saît. It is true lie bas net tIre cînameleon seul et tus sup-

Planiter, changing rapidly front tire red gtow of passion ta the pale asir cf
ý'-Iouncoy, or tire black cinders cf ennui and aatiety. There is a irealtly
riiedrocrity about his ernotions, which commend8 hini ta tire philosopher

hO is he repugnant it may lie te tire peet. lie is neither without feeling
rO 8leai heart, a Laodicean state cf mid, testifying to the ireatthy

terriPer cf bis btood. His sensibilities if trot keen are constarit arîd reliabte.
Trhey are tire despair cf tire îtietic peet, tîîey are also tire hope arîd corifi-

oec f the'scientist. lri fact Ouîr wortliy friend rnay teck back without
arYlt tire Barmecidal dairîties iris rival eiijoys, in view cf tire kind bands

IlOto wtiiclî lie hirnself lias fallen. Thougir occîrpying a lower station ie is
anniong those Who delight te do bâui boueuýr. Ris repast is sui>starîtial aird

~iîsmand is served by skilful, officious tingers. It is truc hie may be

fri~j acinparticuiarîy arixions te learn sonîewtîat: but whren ie looks
'4ndl' siecs tire poetic tribe pour their odes cf fulsome taudation into tire

fait1iSbed ears cf bis rival, tic may watt rest conîtented ard ttîarkful.
Iis not wonderful tiraü scientitic sages are erraitore witlr tire quatities

of tire crdinary individual. lie wcars well. lucre is ne seif-abaridoniment

him. Tire pulse cf tife which beats tir hini keeps time with tire
cf tespireres. There is ne vicionis breaking cf tire tiarrîcas wîici fastens

hin' tan'dem fash ion te tire car cf progreas. lie is a planiet wlrese revotutious
re ulifori, witir a future befere it, about whicii predîctions may be ruade,
trot fliIksY comet that motir tike flirts about tire surit aîîd flaurîts a sirowy

d, Tirere arc ne ainmalous forces operating in him te cause him te

onent. Ris tastes and passions are paltry view5ed separately, bnrt every
lOVe cf ire is potent, and their nunîber sums up te a grand total, lie

Lse but witir a calui equipeise that slîould give iris toved eue trope cf a
ýP'IYrcsurrectcd feelinîg in him bcycnd lier deatii and grave. Hia

iin if net Iofty are ait least attainabte. Contented arîd cheerfut,
is its demands on fortune, bis stock f lappiness rerairs ait par,

18d iidrafts upon it are duty honoured. To sucir a bcing, built on a
'*Orking and progressive plan, betongs the strongest position in the mardi
o tire

ltunnan race to civilization. lie may net inake a very intercsting
1 e'fuît ais ire is cf tire petty laves and bates whicir serve as tire necessary
ticri1 on tIre wireets cf life te keep frem stipping the bands tirat give it
io

~t.eî ut for the rougir and rcady work cf tire world, tire sink-or swim
etugewhich is tire fate cf mcst men, îîone are better cquippcd citirer for

reat or victery tiran tire Ordinary Irîdividual.
s et, licwevcr, in iris isolated irîdividuality,burahriiisr-

ait caPacitie tirat tiris personage is accu ta the et advantag. 1 do

Yoiasnî in any walk ini life, bis voice is net tirat cf a trumpet ta spur

great b9lag eerie inte freair vigour. Tis is tire prerogative cf tire
%Q0 lut, Who tike a stage painting is made te be seen at a distance. Sucir

Usd184ualty anintellectual rnonstrosity,aconipourid ofabnorrual growths

,ýiht"'figsthat will net bear tee close inspection, lis cemparîionsirip
t4 lo rt ve desirable, even if it were attainable. lie is removed front

kadOf fellowship botti by distance and etevation. Tirerefore bis
ti 0ncs ever us, thougir it may ire apasmodicatty stimulating, could net if

rie11 xercised ir ecitirer unifurni or licalthfut. Lives cf great men
Deore apt te remtind us that our tives are not sublime tînan to fit us for,

strelcl us to, tire towly fate througb whicir our patir of duty lies. Their
týu,.&aes caat the shadow cf despair over our own peer performances, of ten

1%Ih5n 1 underrate our powcrs and shirk our obligations. But with wliat
Iy 1 tii Persibtency dees the Ordinary Individual fottow us fromt day te
il 1 1ete so large as te frigirten or obscure, ner se trivial as te be
laOc 111t but tike our own Badow, bothin l size and constancy, iris

'sa 0ak. s thre practical private pillar cf cloud for ecd cf us in our
Of 0 rU"9 thieughl ife. Ne sopiiticai arguments eaui deaden tire goada
uti nu0ricence wien it is awakened by seeing tire fanniliarty commen features

n~fstantly appearing in unexpectdadlge lcsta

Qh Theki haut good-natured, atbeit somewbat stupid, features, reassure
Ot 'rr' tire diffiulties and triais tirat are tire common lot cf att. Wlien

O4p s hearni is touched wutir self -coinmiseratieri, when our bowets cf
i5jjeo ar mbeved beyend mensure ani thc sgirt cf cur cwrî misery,

>441no tiOre nîîldly corrective draugit tian a snp front tire cup cf the
cf oo îfe tîcr e Jie ou ibýe friend ho bîavcty drinking.

,, ,Ya, col crcwdlng iii upon us, siiatchiinng trage portions cf our

the5 ýlinj tut0 tc avinrg tittle in their place but tire iiinuiories cf failures,
t4 biht uttn. te îu%% iy ami ii ng sI-ernîed station witir better grace frein
or51 . U t1n faitîrful friend Whru irs arrived tirere btfore us, arîd ia dis-

Of t4i g' ltî duties i cit,tet chieerfultieas. in blort, it is tire prebence
'th r'1 ifut arîd ùbiquitou, coropanion wtîici iakes tire wastes of futurity,

'va1 wll ail Rje'u rncy, other tîran a bîowlirng desert.
1ttouri SO pleaskant and attentive- a frit ud, we arc net te presuime

upon the good nature of the Ordinary Individual. 0f the follies of which
bis unmicroscopical mind is able to take cognizance there is no severer
judge thrait he. Thre large-minded see mnany iuîitigating circumistances, the
large-hearted have charitable imaginations, the mari of liftie mind and
heart is pitiless. lie knows bis own strength, or at least faticies hie knows
it, and taking this standard for a measure,, coustructs therewith a procrus-
tean bcd upon which lie binds the object of bis wrath, smiting 'voefully,
the exposed parts of bis character. Ife take8 little note of time, place,
degree, cause, or effect, in his judgments of error, which are characterized
rather by interjectional implacability than adverbial leniency.

Mankind moves forward net in Indian fiie but in battalions. In this
armry of progress aur liero iights bravely as a private. To bivouac under
starless skies, to strugrgle through swam)ps and thickets, to cheerily level
the nîusket over fallen comr-ades, to mnete out swift puiislînent to deserters,
to be satistied witli a nameless grave, such are the special capabitities of the
Ordinary individual. WILLIAM MCGILL.

MRS. LILY S-WEETWVICII'S COFFE.

O.,cr, my friend Mrs. Sweetwich was betrayed into the frank statement
that she did irot betong ta that class of people wlîo resent being looked at.
And since the implied permission xvas gran ted, 1 have avaited mnyseif of it
without stint. It rnay be urged in mny defence that the time rnight be
tess pleasantly employed. Mrs. Sweerwicli is a perfect 'blonde, tatI and
sligbht aird with a soft, peacli bloon complexion like a baby's. lier eyes
are a clear deep blue, arîd lier hair is the colour of ripe whieat. The liuge,
golden masses of it sire builds up into a sort cf coiled tiara on lier head.
There is a bewitching dent in lier chin andi more dimiples in hier face when
sIre lauglis. lier latiglter comtes readily and there is umually tire dawîî of a
+,mile soinewhere, 1 caunot say whettier front dimiples or lips or eyes. lier
eyes cari be serions and earnet ait the riglit timne and look as untroubled
as the windless, cloudless blue cf the sky. It seemns only titting tirat she
stiould bave scores cf friends and a handsomne young, husbanid wlio adores
lier and gives lier everything that wealtl and taste cati supply. lier
home is tire bouse beautiful, and an bour iii Mrs. Sweetwicti's daintily
appoirîted tibrary, with Mrs. Sweetwich lyirrg back iiilber favourite armi chair,
doinTg you the boneur cf tatking ta you and letting you look ait bier, is an
heur te be treasured by a poor youth with bis beart full cf reverence for
women and passionate love for bearîtiful things.

I thurîk site is very happy. Once wlien we were talking cf university
educatin for woruen and how girl-students ran the ri8k cf net caring for
home aîid the duties cf home, sire defended them. Sire tbougbt that great,
wisc Mother Nature would take care cf that and set aIl right

II Wait tilt love comtes," she said. There was a walH-lamp aboya her
heap and the liglit falling downwards miade dim yeltow shadows round bier
eyes and she smited as if she had waited auid knew.

Sire is fond cf music, bas been well tauglit, and plays well thougli she
thmnks sire does net ; ber favourite compositions are sof t and dreamy,
speakîng of consolation and peace eut cf pain. Wlîen she sits at ber little,
ebony piano, 1 alnrost forget ta listen sorietimes as 1 watch lier stender
fingers and their white doubles iii the polisbed Wood.

Sbe is even fonder cf flowers tirait cf muisic ; bas them about lier, tends
tliem, and knows legends cf tirem, how thie Master gave the forget-me.not
its nrame and why tbe lily-of-the-valley is se white. She is even said te
eat violets. This may be truc for in violet-time sire always bas one
hetween lier lips, and it is ne more unnatural or unfitting than secing any
two lcwers togetirer.

One evening Mis. Sweetwîch made up a party cf yeung people te
attend tire great university affair, the annual conversazione, and cliap-
eroned us berseif. As usual, we listened te music in the great bail with
its wonderful roof and wood-carvings, promenaded the long corridors and
libraries, tooked at the pretty girls and the odd people who aiways tbrong
ta sucir funetiens and whoni you see ne where cIse, watched curieus experi-
rnents in darfr rccms and finally came back ta "lThe Witcheries," as their
bouse is called for a quiet evening. There were just a few friends ; we
tatked, bad somte music, and amused ourselves witir charades. Mrs. Sweet-
wicir's clever little fricnd, Red-cap, kept us laughing witli lier vivacity and
witty impromptus. She was an accomplisbed actress, and bier blackt éyes
danced witir fun. We bad supper and Mrs. Sweetwich poured eut for me
lierself, that reinarkable cup cf cotice. 1 was sitting near lier, but, as she
was the bostess, she eeuld net allow any one guest ta engross lier attention.
1 remember looking at the service as front a long distance. It was a pretty
one ; tiny cytindrical eups cf a blue pattern, and toy silverware in chased
work. 1 sat looking ait it in drearny wonderment, titi it seemed te risc
before me, a sublimed spiritual eoffee-service, tire universal cf att coffee-
services ; and my fair friend was a beneficent Circe, or a gracieus.cyed
Medea busied in the mystic brewing cf draugits, more patent tban the
Semat j uice. The eoffee itself was ricir, and f ragrarît, and streng. I sipped
it delicately, but even as 1 did s0 tire prudent theught cccurred that tate
coffee keeps awake. It did net, however, and that atone would prove its
unusual quality. My sleep that niglît was sweet and sound ; and the
warm glow that cup cf coffee ditffised througli me when I drank it seemred
te last and wrap me round with a languorous lIrdian summer for days.
Tire reality and dreamning cf that time bave neyer been disentangied. It
was a tirne for weaving verses anti fancies, for reveries and tire long, long,
theughts cf yeutti. 1 passed acquaintatîces on tbe street wirbout bowing'
friends spoke twiee before I answered, even colh'ge lectures turtied te fairy-
tales. Wiîat was the cause cf it att ï Was it the smile wlien she handed it
te me, or the simple, courteous worda site spoke, or lier fingers tcuching
tire china, those whîite alender fingers tirat made cf ttiat cup cf coffte, a
philtre, a potion "? Aitciiill.ýLD MACIIWCLIAN.
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