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The large proportion of college-bred fellows among the younger settierk
fin the North-West is remarkable. Eton, Oxford, Cambridge, and even oui
0'en McG iii, Toronto, and other Canadian scats of learning, have sent
forth nîany of their sons to the prairie land. The over-crowvding of thE
Professions, the locking up of Britain's broad acres in few hands, and thE
COst of farms in the older parts of the Dominion, have ail had their share
ini this. It is now becoming mucli more generally known than it was a
quarter of a Century ago, that scientifle agriculture gives ample occupation
for both head and hainds. Nowhere in the world can labor-saving imipie-
rulents be employed to greater advantage than in Manitoba. There is hard
Wark ta be done at i'arming in Manitoba, but it is nlot the incessant drudgery
that characterizes it in some other countries. In ploughing, ail that is
Ilecessarv is to touch a lever at the end ai' a long furrow. The seed-drill
fallow5 th sulky-plouglh. Then cornes the roller, and yau can ride on that.
There is entire emancipation froin the back-breaking scythe and sickle.
Y51a1 ride on the niower, take in your hay with a self-loader, dump it in the
baril, or more likely stack it iii the field, with a horse-i'ork. You ride on
the reaping-machine, rather on the self-binder, and have but to pitch the
baund sheaves, which is child's play. The race ai' men in the North-West
""ho farm, as a great artist mixed his paints, Ilwitli brains, sir," is already
large, and wiîî Z muîtipîy as the advantageous features ai' prairie farmin(r
become more widcly known. Teoane who lias long dreamed of "la good
tUlle conn," when the king of callings shial be prosecuted by a kingly
race af men, the possibilities of rural life in the North-West seem like a
happy realization, Iltoo good to be truc." There is, however, bath truth
Ond paetry in it.

The most striking feature about society in the North-West is theScarcity of homes. A hotel is nat a home. Nor is a bachelor's shanty on
the distant prairie, though inhabited by a pair, trio, quartette, or more ai'
thase ta whom the post-prandial ditty is applicable

"For they are jolly good fellows."
AnAmerican writer says, "lA man in a hotel is like a potted flower

Plantt, carried about i'rom place ta place, shorn at the roots, and cut short
aLt the top." A ma in a bachelor's prairie shanty iinay nlot resemlble the
Patted flower in bcing carried about frorn place ta place, but lie is very
like it in being prunied bath root and branches. The want aof homes has led
to Wimlipeg's reputation for wickedness, -a reputation as unenviable as
'is unfair." Given a large population ai' young men, and men in the

Prime aof a vigarous manhood; exiled froin family and home; passion,1Efi1tiraent and affection strong within them, the natural flow of these
Penlt up, yet stimulated by the most exhilarating climate-is it any wonder
tbat mlany of thiem stray ta the billiard saloon, bar-room, and hause
0f ill-faine? Sheer loneliness tempts not a few astray, who, under other
eirc-urstances, had neyer left the path of rectitude. Neariy every8iIIgle yaung man who has gone ta the North-West, lias done sa
leith the definite purpose aof returning for sarne already selected
falir daughter ai' Eve, and the sweetest salace ai' lis lonely hours is the
14inlary of ",the girl 1 left behind me." In most cases it would have been
better ta have "4taken lier along. " Girls are j ust as brave as boys. They

'eqUite as hardy too, if nlot hardier. Wornen may ha, in sarne respects,cgthe weaker vessais," but it is not in power aof endurance. Divine wisdom
di fot formulate the axiom, Il It is flot good tliat man should be ahane,"
SEden anly. It is as truc of the prairie wilderness as it was ai' the

Prilleval garden. Indeed, the wilderness bacornes a gardon so soon as it
'ý1 boast an Eve. It is wiser ta, make a home with a woman than for
Orle- Give her a share in the task. Many a newly-married couple lias
80Oae ta the North-West and made a start together. No one who has had
etetmsive observation ai' life in Manitoba will condemn this plan. The
14oral phase aof [this question is aof importance. It is a pitiful thing ta
!i1eet witl young feilows in the North-West Ildaad broke," as the sayîng
1% 6 1lancially, but this is not an irreparable calamity. Thc saddest ai' al
eP'tacles, that ai' yaung men Ildead broke " marally, may also be seen thare.

tr s an irreparable caamity. "lThe bloom on the peach " is nt more
tr~Y last by a young woman whcn she falîs i'rom virtue, than it is by the

Y0111g man who lapses into vice. Statesmen, fathers and mothers, teacliers
014Preachers, philosophers and philantliropists, will do Manitoba the best

Pesible turn by using every endeavour ta multiply homes there. The1%dieS will not fail ta do thair part, if only askad. IlNabady axed me,
ýi1', Bhe said" is waman's adequate explanation for flot being whera she is
80 greatly needed. _____________W. 

F. C.

ho CA}«ON LIDDON is now far advanced with his "lLife aof Dr. Pusey," and0es ta bring it ta a conclusion at an early date.
hMit. ARCHIBALD FoRBEs, the war correspondent, is about ta issue a91grahy ai' "lChinese Gardon," the now famous soldiar and diplomiat,Oecareer recent avants in Egypt have brougltioprmnce

ROME IN JANUARY.

EEtoi is dsponeinRome,I1beiieve. Everone expects large-
thtfrethemselvas upon the attention. 0f course the visiter mlay

climb ta the Pincian, and, looking, ovar the city that is stretchcd beneath.
him, with the Vatican and St. Peter's pilad up, anl architectural inass, ta
the level ai' his eye, realize that Michael Angelo did iindeed Ilhang the
Pantheon iii the heavens,", as lie boasted hie wouh[ do; and that the
Vatican, with its four thousand roarns, is the largest palace in the world.
Or lie rnay walk beyond thc walls and satisfy lis longing for im rncnsity
with a siglit ai' the Colossaum and the baths ai' Caracalla. But it is when
walking about thc city that the narrowness ai' the streets, their closeness
and unwhaiasomeness, strike ana most farcibiy. For, i'ram the tiLua you
heave your hotel in tlie Piazza di Spagna and set out ta "ldo " St. Petcr's,
iRaphael's Sibyls, the Sistine Chapel, or a one-hundredth part ai' the Vatican,
ta the time you return ta the haunts ai' the Arnericans and Engiish in the
Piazza di Spagna, you are trudging through a labyrinth aof dirty, noisasorne
lanes and alleys.

But we are looking at Rame frein an aldermanie point ai' view. Surely
ils streets, ai' ail streets, should be lookcd at with thc eyes ai'aan artist.
Surely, once within its sacred walls we should forget civic reform, and be
satisticd with thorouglifares that are insanitary because tlicy are picturesque;
and, irregular though they be-steep, pcrhaps, or narraw-full ai' andless,
purposeiess twistings and twinings-we shouid sec in tliem anly a succession
ai' paintable "lbits," woniderfuh in colour, arîd as forceful in their ciearly
dafined light and shade as Regnault drew thamn, or an Italian sun can
miake them. Nevertheless, Rame is crowded. Perliaps an entering a
piazza (an open space at the junctian ai' two or mare streets) Yeu are pieased
with the partica ai' a churci ai' whidli a gaod vîew is liere attainable, and
ai' whidh. it is desirabia ta sec mare. But that is impassible: a narrow
ailey is ail that intervenes between tlie remainingT three sides ai' the
building and the neighbouring hoeuses; sa you must abaudon your hopas
ai' gaining further infoarmation on thc subject by your own enterprisa, and
Il lok it up " in IlMurray." The city is filling rapidiy; the season is
just beginning; and anc meats tourists everywhere-in the Corso (Rame's
most fashionabia street; abaut haif as wide as King street, Toronto), iii
the Vatican, an the Pincian, and, an Sunday ai'ternoons, 'in St. Peter's,
wlere everyone goes ta liear vespers sung by the maie sopranos. Our
American neiglibours are here in great force ; praving, by their untiring
peregrinations in seardi ai' the art treasures ai' bygonie ages, that their lave
ai' antiquity is as real as it is deep ; and that tInt piayed-ont aid jake ai'
aurs about the Yankee who complained that Rame was IIaut ai' repair,"
thougli, perhaps, cliaracteristic ai' thc American ai' liai' a century ugo, is
far from bcing indicative ai' the feelings with whichi the trans-Atiantic
visiter naw looks upan thc Eternal City and the wonders that ara within
its walls. But your practicai, cammon-sense-ioving New Yarker is some-
times guilty ai' anadlironisms, and it was witli seine amusement that the
writer, while iooking at the antique statues that have lately been
unaarthed in the Forum, listeiied ta a son ai' thc great republic as lie
dascribad ta, lis lady friends how the Roman scuiptars executed these works
i'rom sketches in " 'tarra-cotta or plaster ai' Paris! "

When those pellegrini wera liera, an their pii grirnag,,e ta the shrina ai'
Victor Emmianuel, tley turned thc city upside down. Sa groat were thair
numbers they lad ta, came in tîrce detadliments, and, as éacli detachment
liad its procession, thare wera at ieast tîrca days this month wlien avery-
body was late for lis business. Morningé dawne~d ici the- city offices and
lad mallawed into noan bafore thc cierks appeared. The mutn i'rom the
latteria knocked at thc studio door and aiinounced the arrivai aof thc artist's
lunch, but nat the modal whose protractcd absence kept the painter idle.
Thc caretaker at the bank warrned lis hands aver lis charcoal tire, and
wondered, as the day ware an, wliy the place was stili empty. Ail day
the procession streamed by an its circuitous route ta the Pantheon. The
main thorouglifares wera impassable. An inîpenetrabla crowd lined thc
pavement, and was kapt froin ancroaching on the street by gardie. The
procession did flot strika the foraignar with any degice ai' awa. The
costumes were too fortuitous for that. Local magnatas with i'rock coats,antiquatcd "lstova-pipe " lats, white beoims and pea-green tics, were very4'
numeraus, and followad their leaders, wlo laied alai't banners ai' rare davica
and axcruciating colour with a soiemnity that befitted the occasion.
Warriors in thair civilian dress, ecd dccorated witli a siik hat (very mucli
on ana sida) and innumerable medals (the non-possession ai' which made
anc feel quite canspicuaus) nîarchad praudhy behind their tattcred go nfalan.
I have it frein an aye-witness, that ai ehderiy gentleman ai' the local
magnate typa, and evidentiy a man ai' distinction, i'earing that thc onilookers'
interast in lis persan miglit ha limited ta that sida ai' his liead upon whidh
hae lad adjusted his "lstove-pipe," lad obviatad the difficulty by piacing a
red fez cap over the other car.

TIare is no music, worth the naine, ta ha heard in Rame just naw;
and yet the King is liera. A concert accurs now and then, with, parhaps,ana gaod thing an the programme, but, ta hear it, ana lias ta pay a dollarand a quarter for the dheapest seats. "1Carmen " was perfarrnad liera, for
the first time, two weeks aga. I t was wehl put an; the ordchestration wasfirst-rate, and tIe Romans showed tîcir appraciation ai' it by encaring theoverture and athar orchestrai parts twa and thrae tirnas. But thesaItalian singers spaih everything by tîcir incessant tremolo, whidh they
seem ta think it necassary ta make use ai' an every occasion.

TIe sirocco, an unpleasant, warm, damp wind, las pravailed aof late,and we poar Canadians long for the cold, cicar waather that aur friandsacross thc Atlantic tali us about. This wrctcled wind is s0 hurnid andciammy it miakes the roads and sidewalks (where any axist) as sticky and
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