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being unable himself to keep ail the new books in stock, and being eut off
by the Customts line fromt bis natural centre of distribution at New York.

Unwise as many of us think was the policy of the Governiment in
artiticially stiînulating the growtb of manufactures here, the interest thus
created by the act of the State bias a titie to equitable consideratien.
Bebiind a taritl' atlJusted to that of the United Stattes, and supported by the
cognate interest aînong the Amecricanis, Canadiani manufacturera would stili
be sheltered froin European conspetition; ani, considcring the fatal bollew-
ness of the ground on which they at present stand, and their liability to
lose aIl by a sudden change in the balance of parties, they would surely be
gainers by the arrangemtent. Protectionism, as I believe, is not destined
anywbere to live for ever ; it will be in great peril as soon as the workman
clearly perceives that what lie gains ini the nominal rate of wages is more than
tost ini titeir purcltasing power ; bot its longest respite froin deatb sectus
likely to e uxtd'r dte tariff of the United States, because it is there that,
front the vastness of the territory and the variety of its productions, tihe
vils of the systei arc least feit.

The general benefits of Commercial Union te botb countries, especîally
to ours, can bardly lie called in question. XVhat is tbero to bc said on the
other side î Notbing, except that Commercial Union migbit bring w~ith it
politicai annexation. 1 wisbi neyer to sait under false colours. 1 believe,
and reJoico in the belief, tbat the sciim between the two portions of the
Etnglisbi-speakçing population of titis continent, whicli I regard as the
great<.st misfortune of our race, wviil somne day be entirely beailed, and tbey
wili again becomo one people, united ini kindly feeling toward the bistoric
parent of us ail, wbo will herseif, as I ain firinly convinced, be a great
gainer by excbianging the nominal possession of a distant dependency,
which can give bier ne miilitary help, and tloes riot even afford bier an open
mar'ket, for a cordiial alliance witiî the wbole conitinent and the friendly
vote of (Canada in its councils. Thtis 1 frankly avow, and mny conviction
is dlaily strengtltened by wbiat I1 sec, on the one hand, of our increasino,
cennection, social and commercial, wvith. the United Stateu and, on the
other, of the difliculties of amalgamating French svitbi Britisb Canada and
blending titis 8traggling hune of Provinces into a nation. But it bas aiways
appeared to mie titat the political and conmmercial questions werc perfectly
distinct, lier can 1 sec whY anu chtange in political relations should
necessarily foliow f roin the mere abolition of thte Customns line. A nation-
aiity wostld indeed be weak, and its life would be wortlt scarcely a twelve-
mnontli's pxtrcitase, if a Custoîns litte were the sole security for its existence.
L{eciprocity dlid not weaken tbe political barrier ; why tben sbould Com-
ntercial Union, whlti is înereiy a cotupiete measure of Reciprocity, break
it d-own ' If anytiting, Commercial Union, by retnoving the obstacles to
material prosperity, and tbus rendering tbe people content witb the present
political systent, seeis likely to diîiniish the temiptation to cbantge,
Canada would remain absoluteiy mistress of bier own political destinies.
IIow eau n sation, if it is truc to itseif, desire mure ?

Tite commercial relations cf Canada witb lier continent, at ail events,
are the pressing sui)ject of the hour. Thte politiciaits will probably bang
back under tihe influence of a bias alreaiiy indicated ; but the people,
especiaily along tbe borders, are ready for the qutestiont. Lt is turne that
commerce, throughi her leading mnen of business and ber B3oards of Trade,
sbould make bier opinion heard. GOLDWIN SMITH.

TME LA TEST PHASE 0F STATE INTER FER ENCE.

Tîw t4erman Etmpire is tise gymnotus of Euirope. Lt continuaily admin-
isters sbocks. First there was the Franco-German war, whicb overturned
the Frenchi Empire and altered tbe map. Then tbere was tbe Il Spirited
Foreign Poiicy," which presented Gerrnany as ant aggressive celonizing
Power. And the most recent Englisi msails britîg us protests frotn tbe
Englisît press agitinst a, gigantic plan by which tihe trade of China is te be
drawa into tbe cbtsnnels of German enterpriso. This is a good deal of
vigeur te be exhîbited by a nation ruled by a couple of octogenarians and
contpesed of perseîss wlîo wear spectacles and drinsk a great deal of beer.

The deep-iaid scheine of tbe Gertrnan syndicate is, ini efrect, tbat titey
shaîl tend £30,000,000 sterling te China, and titat China shail spend the
moniey ini Gerntany, ieaving somte of it with ltarinless persens, wbe inake
articles of ceonmerce, ansd a good deal of it witls Krupp, wlso makes guns.
Sente of the money will be asked for in Engiand, anïd tise British capitalist,
witb that serene impartiality whicb dîstinguishes ltim, and which impeis
hint to, seIl guns te savages to shoot British soldiers, will surely tend tbe
money if the teris are good, even if British industry suffers ip the long
run fren the enterprise.

Tbe British journaiist is in a state of excitement. Hie foresees a grave
danger te public indîsstry, and at once iosing confi lence in tbe bentevoient

operation of the economic laws, he cries eut for State interference. The
German agents of State, we are told, are now acting as the commercial
agaents as well as the political agents of the Empire. The Britisb consul,
resident, or ambassador, we are teid, is indifferent te commerce, and intent
only on politics ; and thus the German diplomiatist often secures com-
mercial "erders " as well as pelitical ends, and peckets, perhaps, a Il com-
mission as well as earns a deceratien, and a caîl is made on the Britisb
diplotuat te bestir himself, and on the Government te instruct the diplo-
matists ini their duty.

The necessity for such an instruction does net seem te one te be very
g1reat. Frein the very earliest period tbe foreign policy of Engiand bas
been based on commercial considerations. The Empire, se te speak, which
used its sstmost resources te monopolize the fish trade of the worl d for
centuries; wbich fougbt for generations with Europe in order te keep ope,
tbe routes of overiand commerce ; which feught with France in India and
North America, and plundered Spain, for commercial ends ; and which bas
been the head and front of commercial enterprise for centuries ;-sudh an'
Empire bas net lest tbe sense for ceommercial undertakings, nor bave its
agents lest the traditions of their office. The Tudors taugbt English kings,
once for ail, the duty of protecting Eîsglish. trade.

But tbe caîl for State interference shows how little real confidence is
placed in ecenomic iaws. There are times when these laws fait te operate
in tbe expected way ; and then there is a universal caîl on Iltbe Govera-
mtent " te do semetbing. [t is an instinctive recognition of the fact that
the duty of a <ievernmoent is te gevera, of a ruier te rule. The functions Of
the State are net exîtausteci when it bas enabled every man te sell in the
dearest market ; semetîtuos it bas to previde him with any sert of a market
in whîich te seIl.

There are two objections te this proposai that British diplematic agents
sltould be trained te "lpoint " for comtmercial advantages. The tirst is, the
certain lowering of the tone of tihe British service. You cannot graft a
Commercial Traveller on a "lResident " or Consul without spoiiing both.
If tbe object is, hiowever clumsily, effected, the result will in the end he a
crop of fine scandais. Tise private compotition fer the influence of the
British Consul coîtld hardly fait te hring about a lowerin g of his moral
toute. La Russia the object has been accomplished wîtb unspeakable re-
suits. The second objection is the certain increase in the causes o? dis-
turbed diploinacy. Granted a gang of squabbling dipiomats, eager after
"(orders," backed up on encli side by an immense meb o? enterprising mer-
chants having tbe aid of "la free press," and tbe peace of Europe would
net be insurabie for sixpesce.

But all tbese discussions bave their uses ; and this one may resuit in
a quickening o? the intelligence of the Foreign Office on the bubýject of com-
mercial enterprise abroad. And it may be as well te impreve tbe occasion
by peinting eut te our own Government a field in wbich a little industry
migbt be judiciousiy exbibited. Lt is net the first turne tbat it bas been
suggested. The British blue boeks, and the American blue books, centain
front time te tinte, very frequentiy iîtdeed, considerable quantities o? tise
most valuable information te men engaged in commerce and manufactures.
If the-materials scattered ev er haîf a bundred reports could be condensed
and arranged, and distributed through the Boards of Trade te the mer-
cantile community, a geod practical work would ho accemplisbed. infor-
mation concerning the course o? trade would ho disseminated promptlYy
and a valuable collection cf statistical information would bie accumulated
for private ani public use. Our foreign trade is considerable enougli te
justify this proceeding. la London and New York the press affords tbis
information with some deg-ree of promptitude ; but the neressary limita-
tiens of .the Canadian press prevent it fromt fulflling a duty tee expenslive
for its resources, and soewhat apart from its stereotyped traditions.

THE [RISH QUESTION IN PARLIAMENT.

No excuse is needel fer recurring te the Irish question. If Great Britain
sîiffers tbe disaster and humtiliation witb which she is tbreatened, every Mats
of British biood, wberever hio may dwell, will feel tIse blow. TIhe situation
is still one of extreme perid, yet in one mest important respect it appearste be changed fer the better. At iast, ifw a rs h rsthere
lias been a strong manifestation of nationalfelnaaisDsnmbret
Apatby was thte great danger. The moral sinew of England bas been
unstrung by wealtb, by the passion for pleasure, and, above ail, by the
general unsettiement of opinion on at subjec ts, including these religieus
beltefs upen whicb bitherto character bas been hased. Eqpecialiy i4 tbis
the case among the govcrning, and intellectual classes. Cricket, beating,
and atbletics, may breed muscle; that they do net breed, character, the

132

l'Ir

THE WEEK. [JAMUAT'y 28th, 1886,


