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CONSIDERATIONS OF CATHO-
ISM, BY A PROTESTANT
THEOLOGIAN.

Sacred Heart Review.—CCXCV.

This Boston gentleman goes on
to say: “For a Frenchman there
was something very piquant in
studying and setting forth that
singular episode in the dead-and-
alive anglican state Church, sixty
0dd years ago, which resulted in
the desertion of their native and
maturely adopted religion by half
a dozen acute and well-bred Fng-
lish scholars, who proceeded to
put themselves at the service of
Italian cardinals and fanatical
priests of many nations.”

This passajge, although tempet-
ate in terms, betrays, and evident-
ly is not meant to conceal, the ex-
treme dislike felt by the writer, by
no means to the persons of the
oxford converts to Rome, but to
their conversion. This displeasure
is so strong as to overbear the
author’s ingenuousness, (which is
hardly his strong point anyhow)
and, T fear we must say, to dam-
age even his veracity.

Surely it is hardly the instinct
of truthfulness which has made
him bring down the Oxford con-
versions to a poor hali-dozen. The
most disparaging Protestant es-
timate of their number, and this
given some twelve or fifteen years
ago, allows that they would fill
“one large parish church.” This
of course includes the many clergy
men, the many laymen, and the
still greater number of women of
the upper classes. They form ome
body, and are the direct sequel to
Newman, and of Ward and Mann-
ing, and of their earliest associa-
tes. The later accessions to Ro-
man Catholicism in England have
been less immediately the results
of this first great impulse.

Surely, also, it is hardly .the
spirit of truth which would bring
down the intellectual eminence 'of
Newman, or indeed of Manming
and Ward, to a 1mere concession
that they were acute and well-bred.
In fact the latter part hardly ap-
plies in full to Newman. It has
been remarked, that while he and
Manning were both of mercant%le
families, he never caught so dis-
tinctly as Manning the tone of
high breeding from his unjversity
life.

Certalinly it is not mere acute-
ness which has given to Cardipal
Newman that wonderful perfection
of style of which everybody speaks.
Still less is it mere ‘acuteness
which enabled him, as Justin Me-
Carthy says with truth, to check
the progress of Protestantism  1n
England, a check from which we
can mot well say that it has vet
recovered. At all events the older

Protestantism, negative, and bit-
terly polemical founded on the as-|
sumption that Rome is the mys-i
tery of Iniquity, while it may still
have lfe in German scholarship,
has very little left in English. Its
Present representatives are such
men as the late Mr. Kensit, and
its literary organs such sheets as
the ‘Rock’ and the English Church-
man,’ which it would provoke a
smle to describe as having any-
thing to do with the world of
thought.

The profoundness of the change
is well noted in the eminent N_on-
conformist and Calvinist, Principal
Fairburn. This gentleman is so far
from inclining to Roman Catholic-
ism, or Anglg-Catholicism, that he
is a leader in this queer ImoOVe
ment of ‘‘passive resistance’”’ to
the Education Act. Yet he is so
far again from having discovered
that Rome is the Man of Sin (a
character which historic Protest-
antism ascribes to it at least fromt
the death of St. Gregory, and of-
ten from the time of St. S_\’l\_’es-
ter; the great Lutheran Flacius,
indeed, going back to St. Peter
himself) that he describes this
great See as having inherited from

aesar the instinct of Empire and
from Christ the power of regenera-
ting faith, and as having in early
times, by means of her temper of
domination, cut the way throug'h
the oppositions of secular princl
Palities and temporal interests, to
make room for her work of spirit-
ual renewal. .

True, he views her influence 10
the present much less favorably,

ut his opinion of her ancient and
Medieval work marks an essential
distinction between him, with his

fOllowing of thinking Congregation-

alists, and Profestantism as even
I remember it sixty years ago.
Among the English Baptists too,
Dr. Shakespeare, who is certainly
not one of their least imen, re-
marks that while the Roman
Catholic theories are mnot those
which he holds, he cannot under-
stand how it is lawful to regard
a Church to which such multitudes

of excellent Christians ' adhere
otherwise than with reverent
brotherliness.

It may be well that John Henry
Newman has not seriously checked
the progress of such a Protestant-
ijsm as this, as indeed he greatly
rejoiced over the Free Church
movement in Scotland; but if he
has permanently checked the ran-
corous Protestantism of the elder
time, even at the cost of carrying
off a large body of influencial re-
cruits to his own camp, I don’t
think we need shed very many
tears over the event.

It is a rather curious conjunc-
tion which this gentleman gives us
when he reproaches these ‘‘acute
and well-bred scholars” with hav-
ing deserted ‘‘their native and
maturely adopted religion.” Somie-
how the two accusations do not
seem to hold together very well
Iet us examine them.

If it is a moral fault to give
up ome’s ‘native’ religion, then all
the great religions of the wrold,
Hiduuism and Parism, are in a
bad way. Nome of the others are
even relatively primitive. *Judaismy
itself, as Moses reminds us, was,
a certain qualified sense, a reaction
from Babylonian idolatry. Christ-
iamity, as viewed from without, is
a reaction from Pharisaical Juda-
ism and is bitterly  reproached in
the Talmud for its “heresy.”
Mohammedanism is a revolt from
Arabian heathenism. Buddhism is
a reaction from Brahminical sacer-
dotalism and caste. .

Now ought we really to e
pwach the Buddists that they
gave up their native Brahmanism
for a religion so much milder and
more moral; or the Arabs that
they surrendered their three hun-
dred and sixty gods and goddesses
for the worship of the omne God,
however imperfectly conceived; or
the Hebrews that they turned
away from the Gods “whom our
fathers served beyond the FEuphra-
tes” to the ancestral and never
wholly interrupted worship of t}le
one Jehovah; or the Apostles that
they turmed away from the Rab-
bins to follow the Saviour; or the
Greeks and Romans that they gave
upJupiter and Juno and Venus
and Priapus for the purity of
Christ? Vet all these deserted
their ‘“‘native religion.” Indeed
when Aifricans abandoned Fetichism
Tartars Shamanism, for the
Gospel, they too, “desert their
native religion.”” I wonder if this
gentleman is proposing an antl-
missionary expedition, to Trecon-
vert the apostate negroes to their
sorcerers, or the Christian Green-
landers to their angikoks, in the
sacred name of “native religion.”

To confine ourselves to Christen-
dom, what did Louther and Calvin
and Kranmer and Knox, whom this
gentleman unquestlonably views
as spiritual heroes, do in bringing
in the Reformation but to forsake
their ‘‘native religion?” If thev
might commendably follow a new
doctrine,  surely Newman and
Vlanning and Watd and their fel-
lows are equally free to revert to
the old. Antiquity, ‘as St. Cy-
prian says, js no certain test of
truth, but meither is novelty. 1f
men are sometimes justified in be-
ing disgusted with 91d s.ystems,
they are often justified in  be-
ing disgusted with new. The new
light may prove to be a star, but
then again it often turns out to
be a will-o’-the-wisp.

However, the reformers would of
said that their “native religion”
was Christianity, and that, they
were so far irom having deserted
this that they had simply reverted
to its earliest purity. It provokes
a mixture of amusement and loath-

or

|

ing, when there is talk about ‘a
reversion to earliest purity’’ in the
name of Iuther, when we remem-
ber certain teachings of his, which
he made an integral part of his
gospel, and which, as he himself
allows, did much more to shape
the lives of his disciples than any-
thing that he taught them out of
the New Testament,.

It was in reality the Oxford
converts, who, not “deserting their
native religion,” but adhering
most firmly to it, were solicitous
to return to its earliest purity.
Dr. Newman has distinctly signified
in his “Y,oss and Gain,” that it
was the discovery that Evangelic-
alism, following TIuther, taught
that ‘“believers obey the law, but
are not bound to do so,” which
drove him into the Church which,
as he found, teaches that ‘‘Avail-
ing Faith is that which is made
Operative by Love.” Perhaps I
may be allowed to suggest to
this gentleman that St. PPaul con-
siderably antedates Martin Luther,
and that reversion is not deser-
tion. '

The Oxford converts have not
exhausted their significance for us
vet.

CHARLES C. STARBUCK.
Andover, Mass.

*The Church teaches that the
worship of the one only God, not
Hinduism or Parsism, was the
primitive religion. Althopgh the
Hebrews not a few fell often into
idolatry, yet the knowledge and
the worship of the true God never
disappeared from the earth.—FEd.
Review.
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ARE WE PRIEST RIDDEN?

From the statistics of the vari-
ous religious bodies in the United
States, published in the *Christian
Advocate,” of January 19, it ap-
pears that the average number ot
winisters for the various Protest-
ant sects is one to every 125 mem-
bers, nearly six times as great as

BEST BUY IN

B.C., CANADA, AT

15 CENTS

GREATEST GOLD
DISCOVERY OF THE
AGE IS IN B.C.

The Big Four

Consolidated Gold Mines, Limited.

Treasury,

Qapital $625,000, of which nearly 40 per cent. is now in our
¢ hares fully paid and nonrassessable.

both

coppe

about

Mines directly west of the LeRoi
and LeRoi No. 2, two of the largest
gold-copper mines in the world,

of which have paid large

dividends.

f#F Same identical ore and veins
now in sight on the BIG FOUR,
Large ore bodies.

Assays from §5 to 8800 in gold,

r, silver, etc., as now on exhi-

bition in the city ore exhibit,
causing considerable attention.

_We have two miles of railway on
Big Four propeity with water and
timber in abundance,

Rossland ore shipments for 1902
350,000 tons. 3 )

Shipped for 1903,
450,000 tons. Total value of

Rossland ores mined, $25,000,000.

PAYS TO MINE.,

Rossland’s large ore bodies are a
greatsuccess with the concentration
system of ore reduction of $3.00
ore as now proved by Center Star
and LeRoi No. 2 Dividends.

Shares can be had on instalment
plan, payments monthly. Twenty
per cent, cash, balance within a -
year.

_ Company has no debts or liabili-
ties.

References.— The Hon. Mayor,
Gold Commissioner, Postmaster or
any bank or business manin city.
There is a tide in the affairs of men
Which taken at the flood, leads on to

fortune :
Onmitted, all the voyage ot their life
Is bound in shallows and miseries

Pl
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ease Note Price at

PER
SHARE

For One Month

Any amount less than $1.00 send by post
office or express money order; over this
amount, by bank!draft to

JAMES LAWLER,

Box 585 Secretary and Treasurer
ROSSLAND, B.C., CANADA.

Booklets, Order Blanks, and Prospectus with Maps and Reports from Mining

Engineers sent only to investors or those desiring to invest,

‘And further, LEARN T0 DISTINGUISH THE REAI, FROM A SHADOW

that of the vCatholic Church, one
to every 736 members, and nearly |

four times as great as that of |

ratbis for the Jews, one to 475..
had |

Indeed, if the Advocate”
given the official figures from the
Catholic directory, nearly twelve,
instead of nine millions, the aver-
age 1 to 125 would be fully eight
times our own, since we really
have but one priest to ahout every
1,000 souls.! If we could ever ascer-
tain the number of all who have
been at one time Protestant
ministers, and who are now emn-
gaged in other careers, in business
and in politics, whether as mem-
bers of Congress, of our state
legislatures, = or as consuls in for-
eign parts, the numbers would be
altogether out of proportion.—
AMinister vs. Priest-Ridden People,
in the April Messenger.

CANADA’S DIVORCE LAWS.

«Divorce is very hard to pro-
cure in Canada, and one of the
reasons given why so few divorces
applied for in the Dominion is
Parliamentary provision that
publicity must attend all thg pro-
ceedings for six months. It is de-
voutly to be hoped that no such
proviéion may be introduced into
these States, since that would
cause a rush to the divorce mill
t must break down the whole
»—Catholic Standard.

are
the

tiaa
machinery.’

THE CHURCH IN ART.

The Catholic Church with its
lofty ideals still holds fromnt place
as the inspiration of the highest
art, in illustration of which it is
noted that ¢the only two men
who have made any great mark
as artist in music or architecture
in FEngland during the present
generation are Catholics—Dr. Il
gar in music and young Mr. Scott
‘n archi.ecture.”’—New York Free-
Journal.
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employment on farms.
and others are anxious to learn.

AND IMMIGRATION.

NOTICE TO FARMERS

There are now daily arriving in this Province, numbers of
young men from Eastern Canada and Great Britain who desire
Many of these are experienced farm hands

-NOW IS THE TIME

to secure your farm help for the coming busy season.

IF YOU NEED A MAN

ared to Pay.

or two or three, write to the undersigned, givi i

t , giving full parti-
cula}rs of the k'md qf help you want, whether experiencged or I?nex-
perienced, nationality and age preferred, and Wages You are

Write at once and avoid disappointment.

ADDRESS,
J. J. GOLDEN,

Provincial Government Immigration Agent, 617 Main Street, WINNIPEG

——

The Northwest Review

OB DEPARTMENT]

Has special facilities for all kinds of

CHURCH
PRINTING

Lk 2

BOOK, JOB & CUOMMERCIAL STATIONERY
Printed in Artistic and Catchy Style

Office of Publication:
219 McDermot Awve
Winnipeg, Man.
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