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MEETS ENGLISH CATHOLICS

Dr. Pace, of the Catholic University
Tells of the Blackburn Conference
of the English Catholic Truth Society
which he Attended. His Impression
of the Good Work Done.

(Copyright Catholic Press Association .)

The Catholic Truth Society of Eng-
land held its conference this year at
Blackburn, Sept.24 and 28. It was the
eighteenth annual meeting of the soci-
ety and it attracted representative
Catholics from all parts of England.
The presence of His Grace, the Arch-
bishop of Westminster, the active share
in the proceedings taken by the bishop
of Salford and other members of the
hierarchy and the discussion of papers
read by eminent scholars both clerieal
and lay, showed that the occasion was
one of great importance to the Church
in England,

An interesting programme had Leen
prepared by the secretaries, Mr. James
Britten, K.8.G., and Rev. W. A. Col-
ogan; and arrangements had been made
by local committees for the reception
and eutertainment of those who attend-
ed the conference. Two days were
oceupied by the regular bLusiness ses-
sions, and the closing day was devoted
to excursions in the neighborhood of
Blackhurn.

The Catholie Truth Society, origin-
ally established by the late Cardinal
Vaughan during his rectorship at Mill
Hill College, owes its present organiza-
tion to the zeul and energy of its
secretaries who have devoted theni-
selves to the work for the lust twenty
years. . The soclety sims “to dissemin-
ate among Catholics small and cheap
devotional works to assist the un-
educated poor to a better knowledge of
their religion: to spreasd among Pro-
testants information about Catholic
truth and to promote the cireulation
of goed, cheap and popular Catholic
books.” With these objects in view
it is not surprising that the society
should have received the approval and
support of ecelesiastical authority and
the recognition of the H oly See. It has
also served to unite, for a comiuon
purpose, the intellectual and moral
forces of the clergy, the religious orders
and the laity. With a membership of
about 1,500 it may rightly be considered
the foremost Catholic organization in
the Country.

The leaders and members of the so-
ciety have realized that the press is
the best means of attaining their object.
They have carried the truth to the
people through a large number of pub-
lications which are sold at a nominal

Vprice. Thus, in one series, there have
been issued fifty-nine volumes at one
shilling each; and there is a whole
library of penny pamphlets and leaflets.
These publications, large and small, are
decidedly up-to-dute. They deal with
questions of actual interest, thus placing
in the bands of the people a prompt
reply to the erroneous statements re-
garding the Church which are so freely
circulated by active opponents. Each
of these publications, moreover, is the
work of a writer whose ability is recog-
nized. The leading scholars of Eng-
land gladly contribute to this popular
form of English literature. The result
is that though they have to struggle
aguinst tremendous odds in point of
number, influence and means, they,
nevertheless, secure a hearing, and, to
a great extent, counteract such move-
menits as the Rationalist Propaganda.

The interest taken in the work of the
society, not orly by its members, but
also by the whole Catholic body, is

_ partly due to the fact that the confer-

ences are held now,in one place, now
in another. Since 1888, the society has
met in fourteen different towns. Its
proceedings are thus brought to the
attention of the people in various sec-
tions, and are noticed by the press,
both secular and Catholic.

The choice of Blackburn for this
year’s conference was peculiarly happy.
The town has a history which is full
of interest for Cuatholics, and which
goes back to the Saxon days. . Here St.
Edmund, Kingsof England, was mar-
tyred by the Danes. Alfred ths Great
claimed a fee from Blackburn ag 5
Royal Manor; and St. Edward the
Confessor actuslly received from his.
Manor of Blackhurn an annual income
of thirty-two pounds.

In the hard days of the Reformation
Blackburn had its full share of suffer-
ing and more than one of those who
died for the faith belonged to the town
or'the district. The first resident priest
in Blackburn after the Reformation
came there in 1781. In 1819, there
.were 1200 Catholics in Blackburn and
the neighboring villages. At present
there are in the “Hundred” of Black-
burn 65,000 Catholics with forty-three

churches and 102 schools. Near by is
the famous Stonyhurst College, which
celebrated its centenary in 1894, though
its records go back to 1592, the year
of the foundation of 8t. Omer. Whalley
Abbey, Mitton church, and ’Houghton
Tower are all within easy reach of
Blackburn and are full of historical
associations.

The programme of this conference in-
cluded papers on ‘““Catholic Missions”
by Bishop Nolan and Rev. T. Jackson;
“Our Duty as Citizens” by Miss Zan-
etti;  “Boarding Out,” Miss Leigh;
“Rescue Work on Family Lines,” Mr.
Norman Potter; “Socialism,” Mr.
Devas; “The Rights of Minorities,”
Rev. Joseph Rickaby, 8.J.; “The Cath-
olic Truth Society,” Mrs. V. M. Craw-
ford.

From this list it is clear that the soci-
ety is giving special attention to prob-
lems connected with the social work
of the Church. The discussion, in fact,
which followed the reading of the
several papers showed that the Catho-
lics of England are keenly alive to the
importance of such questions. And it
was encouraging to see how deeply the
lay members were interested in this
practical side of the Church’s activity.

The paper, however, which posscssed
the greatest significance was that which
Archbishop Bourne read on “The Ed-
ucation Question.” Those who are
familiar with the educational move-
ment in England during the last few
vears will realize the importance at-
tached by all parties, Catholic and
Protestant alike, to the utterance of
His Grace of Westminster. And thosa
who heard him at Blackburn must have
been impressed by the attitude of calm-
ness and the hreadth of view with which
he surveyed the situation.

In the annual report submitted by
the secretaries of the society, there is a
rather significant paragraph uunder the
heading, “A Catholic News-Agency.”
It is there pointed vut that one of the
principal causes of the prejudice against
Catholics is the misrepresentation of
the Church by the press. Some of the
fables are home made; others come
from abroad. The needed antidote
has been supplied by the Catholic
Press Bureau in Germany and France,
which furnishes the Catholie papers
with accurate information and runs to
the ground each false statement as it
appears. The work is to be taken up
in England by the Truth Society and
there can be no doubt as to the good
that will thus be accomplished. The
press will thus become not only a source
of fresh and interesting news, but also
an auxiliary of the Church in the field
of popular education.

[Rev.] E. A. PACE.

An Excellent Piano.

Mr. 8. L. Barrowclough, the well
known musician and western manager
for the Morris Piano Co., has just un-
loaded a earload of fine piancs. He
says, go were you will, search every
piano wareroom and every piano fac-
tory from coast to coast, and you will
not find a piano that will give you more
solid, permanent satisfaction than the
Morris piano. Viewed from any stand-
point, it will justify the most extrava-
gant praise. In tone quality this
piano possesses an individuality that at
once places it in a class of its own. It
is looked upon by musicians, piano ex-
perts, and the trade, as one of the few
really artistic pianos in the market.
Mr. Barrowclough says that the Morris
piano finds a ready sale because its
discriminating buyers are quick to re-
cognize the many excellent qualities
of its tone and action. He invites the
most critical comparison of the Morris
pianos with those of other high-grade
makes. Whether you wish to buy or
not, you will be a welcome visitor at
the Morris warerooms,

8T. FRANCIS OF ASSISI AND HIS
PROTESTANT ADMIRERS

The Tondon “Saturday Review”
(Oct. 14), commenting on a recently
published book, “Homes of the First
Franciscans,” by Beryl D. de Selin-
court, gives expression to some thoughts
which are strikingly like those which
Catholics entértain on the same subject.

“We confess,” says our London con-
temporary, “that we are getting not
a little weary of the making of these
many books on St. Francis, by people
devoid of the scholarship, devoid of the
understanding and imagination, which
could bring them iuto real touch with
the Middle Ages. M. Sabatier is in
& measure responsible for this plague
of books. He started a fanciful St.
Francis which has taken the fancy of
8 host of people who revel in the
phantasy of the Middle Age, but have

no stomach for its realities.”

Slaves fo
Rheumatism

Froed by
“Fruit-astives”

““Fruit-a-tives’’ cure Rhet-
matism and Rheumatic pains
by removing the poisons which
cause the disease. Rheumatism
means poisoned blood. ‘Too
much urea or tissne waste is
retained in the blood, owing to
defective action of the bowels,
kidneys or skin. The retained
urea becomes uric acid, which
inflames nerves and joints and
thus rheumatism is produced.

MzS. R. H. DeNmrg, 1t Marie

Ont., writesas followr.s,"i lh?nei Pruit-

:.-lﬁm' :ix;e ﬁne.d L am mé:hm for
eumatism, an,

1 started to take them o

*“Fruit-a-tives” cure Rhey-
matism by greatly stimulating
the action of the liver, kidneys
and skin. *‘ Fruit-a-tives "’
make each of these vital organs
do its share of nature’s work
properly, *‘Fruit-a-tives’’ rid
the system of excessive urea
and uric acid—and so purify
and enrich the blood and build
up the general health, that
there can be no rheumatism.

*‘ Fruit-a-tives”’ are fruit
juices, concentrated and com-
bined’ by our discovered pro-
cess, which makes them much
more powerful medicinally.
Then tonics and internal anti-
septics are added and the whole
compresseg into tablets.

bi g r dry, does not have them,
don'tyot:lke nght‘utes. Sent p: id on

receipt of price-—soc. & box or 6 bozes
for $2.50,

FRU-A-TIVES LIRITED, OTTAWA.

That is an excellent stroke. The
sentimental admiration of St. Francis
which M. Sabatier started, which is
very popular with Mr. Sabatier’s fellow-
Protestants, but which never gets any
closer than admiration—never steps,
for instance, from admiration to imi-
tation—-is something with which Cath-
olics may be pardoned for having little
sympathy. In fact, if we lose patience
with it once in a while, it is hardly to
he wondered at. St. Francis was a
Catholic, & common-sense Catholic, a
faithful Catholic. Qur Protestant
friends, who have, within the past few
years, established a sort of Franciscan
cult, would make of the good saint a
misty figure, stripped entirely of his
sturdy Catholic character.

But let us see what the London “Sat-
urday’ Review” has to say further of
the book under discussion. It praises
the author for having hit upon a vital

| SUFFERING WOMEN

who find life a burden, can have heslth and
strength restored by the use of

Milburn’s
Heart and Nerve
- Pills.

The present generation of women and girls
bave more than their share of misery. With
some it is nervousness and palpitation, with
others weak, dizsy and fainting spells, while with
others there is a general collapse of the system.
Milburn’s Heart and Nerve Pills tone up the
nerves, strengthen the heart and make it beat
strong and regular, oreate new red blood cor-
puscles, and impart that sense of buoyancy to
the spirits that is the result of renewed mental
and physioal vigor.

Mrs. D. O. Donoghue, Orillia, Ont., writes:
# For over & year I was troubled with nervous-
nees and heart trouble, I decided to give Mil-
burn's Heart and Nerve Pills s trial, and after
using five boxes I found I was completely oured.
I always recommend them to my friends.”

Price 50 cents per box or three boxes for $1.25,
all dealers or The T. Milburn Co., Limited

. Toronto, Ozt
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Canada’s Popular Piano Bullf to Salisfy
Something You Should Know

In the Martin-Orme Piano there is one important point above
all others which makes this instrument superior. We speak of
the *‘ Violo form*’ Sounding Board.

THE MARTIN-ORME PIANO CO. LTD.
aeEnTs A, B, SOULIS & CO.

48 PORTAGE AVENUR
WINNIPEG, MAN.

TUNING AND REPAIRING DONE BY EXPERTS
MASAIR SRSk ol oh b o e S S S S S SIS
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PIANOS

Those who buy a piano ought to pay as much attention to the
record and reputation of a piano as the piano itself. They ought to pay
more attention to its musical qualities than to the case.

The Mason & Risch Piano

is & musical instrument before it is an article of furniture, yet it is an
instrument that would beautify any room.

No piano has a better record.

The Mason & Risch
’iano Co. Ltd.

356 Main Street, Winnipeg.
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EASTERN
CANADA

December 4th to 3lst.

CALIFORNIA TOURIST CARS

November 2Ist, December 5th & December 19th.

WINNIPEG TO LOS ANGELES WITHOUT CHANGE,
VIA PORTLAND AND SAN FRANCISCO.

LOWEST RATES

Old Country Excursions

FULL PARTICULARS FROM

H. SWINFORD,
Winnipeg (ieneral Agent

341 MAIN STREET

Reserve Berths at once

R. CREELMAN,
Ticket Agent

PHONE 1446

i
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AND IMMIGRATION.

‘MANITOBA with its network of railways, giving markets near at
hand for all farm products, offers unrivalled opportunities for investment.

PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT LANDS can still be purchased at
from §3 to $6 per acre,

IMPROVED FARMS in all districts of the proviuce can be pur-
chased at from $10 to $40 per acre.

These prices are advancing every year,

A FEW POINTERS

On arrival at Winnipeg the wisest policy for any new settler to adopt
is to remain in Winnipeg for a few days and learn for himself all about the
lands offered for sale and to homestead,

There are districts that have been settled for many years in which land
cau ‘be purchased. Some of this may be unbroken prairie which still
possesses all the richness and productive powers of our virgin prairies.
Other lands, cultivated and having comfortable farm buildings, are ready
for immediate possession,

There are Provincial Government lands,
steads, and railway lands to be secured.

The price of land varies from $3 to $40 per acre.

Dominion Government home-

Location with respect to railways, towns, timber and water determines
the price of land. .

Yor information regarding homesteads apply at the Dominion
Land Office.

For purchase of Provincial lands apply at the Provincial Iand Office
in the Parliament Buildings,

For C.P.R. or C.N.R,
railway companies,

For lands owned by private individuals apply to the various real estate

agents in the city. J. J. GOLDEN

For situations as farm laborers apply to:

lands apply at the land offices of said

PROVINCIAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 617 MAIN ST., WINNIPEGV
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quiring the services of no fewer thﬂ': ‘
70 blowers. Judging from this, !
Winchester organ came from a Germa?
model, for in that country, until mu¢

England'‘s First Organ

Elfeg, bishop of Winchester during
the reign of Alfred the Great, is re-

puted to have procured an organ for
his cathedral. It was the largest in-
strument then known, having 400 pipes
divided among ten keys, supplied by

4

wind from 26 pairs of bellows and re-

later, the wind wus provided bY ?
species of treadmill arrangement whe?%™
on the blowers tripped a baf»'e%f;a
working two pairs of bellows, l
those of our smith, with their feet-




